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PREFACE 

The  dramas  of  Friedrich  Hebbel  have  lately  been 
rising  into  great  prominence  in  Germany  and  are 
just  Coming  to  the  attention  of  the  American  public. 
For  many  reasons  Agnes  Bernauer  seems  most  suit- 
able  for  reading  in  the  schools  and  Colleges,  both 
because  of  the  interesting  subject  matter  and  the 
idiomatic  and  terse  Gerrnan  prose. 

This  edition  is  meant  for  students  who  have  had 
at  least  two  years  of  German.  Hence  the  notes, 
though  copious,  do  not  treat  of  the  more  common 
grammatical  difficulties. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Professors 
George  O.  Curme  of  Xorthwestern  University,  Frank 
Goodrich  of  Williams  College,  and  especially  Lindsay 
Todd  Dämon  of  Brown  University  for  much  valuable 
assistance. 


Camillo  von  Klenze. 


Provtdenxe,  R.  I., 
Xovember,  1910. 


INTRODUCTION 

I.     THE   LIFE   OF   HEBBEL 

Frplprich  Hebbel,  next  to  Ibsen  the  most  power- 
ful  and  original  dramatist  of  the  nineteenth  Century, 
was  born  in  Wesselburen,  a  \-illage  situated  in  that 
part  of  Schleswig-Holstein  which,  until  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  Century,  was  under  Danish  suzer- 
,^ainty.  Like  Ibsen,  Hebbel  was,  in  character  and 
jwork,  a  son  of  the  severe  North,  in  strildng  contrast 
to  his  great  contemporary,  the  Austrian  dramatist 
Grillparzer.  The  grandeur  of  ocean  and  dune,  the 
tales  of  struggles  for  liberty  and  of  "battles  long 
ago,"'  which  haunt  the  Imagination  of  his  people, 
early  wove  themselves  into  his  mind,  rendering  its 
über  at  once  \irile  and  poetic. 

His  family  belonged,  if  not  to  the  lowest,  at  least 
to  one  of  the  lower  strata  of  society,  and  extreme 
want  was  a  famihar  of  his  childhood.  His  father,  a 
poor  mason,  whom  Hebbel  describes  in  his  autobio- 
graphical  sketch,  Aufzeichnungen  aus  meinem  Leben,^ 

iW.,  Vol.  VIII,  pp.  Soff. 

All  references  to  Hebbel's  works  in  the  text  are  made  to  the 
Standard  edition  by  R.  M.  Werner,  Berlin,  i904ff.  Fcr  particulars 
see  p.  175.  The  abbrevnation  W.  Stands  for  Werke,  Tg.  for  Tage- 
bücher, Br.  for  Briefe,  all  contained  in  the  same  edition. 
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as  embittered  and  severe  to  excess,  intensified  the 
natural  harshness  of  the  boy's  character.  The 
mother,  impulsive  and  less  forceful,  endeared  herseif 
to  her  children  by  her    warmheartedness. 

After  the  father's  death  in  1827,  Hebbel  became 
a  sort  of  office-boy  and,  soon  after,  secretary  to  J.  J. 
Mohr,  the  Kirchs piehogt  of  Wesselburen,  an  official 
corresponding  roughly  to  a  town-clerk.  Increasingly 
uncongenial  though  this  position  proved  to  Hebbel, 
he  gained  through  it  discipline  and  self-reliance,  and 
an  acquaintance  with  the  practical  questions  of  life. 
To  his  master's  office  pertained  the  trial  of  petty 
offenders,  and  Hebbel's  presence  on  these  occasions 
afforded  the  future  dramatist  an  insigtt  into  some 
of  the  insoluble  conflicts  of  life.  During  these  years, 
also,  he  read  voraciously  in  Mohr's  library,  and  thus 
fed  his  latent  literary  tastes  —  an  opportunity  all 
the  more  welcome,  as  his  education  had  been  limited 
to  a  few  years  at  the  town  school.  Early  attempts 
at  literary  production  —  poems,  dramatic  fragments, 
and  several  complete  tales  date  from  this  period  — 
show  unmistakable  originality,  though  they  are  of 
necessity  dependent  upon  his  modeis:  Tieck,  the 
Schlegels,  Hoffmann,  Schiller,  and  later  Uhland. 

As  the  deadly  commonplace  of  his  environment  in 
the  tiny  village  grew  intolerable  to  the  young  poet, 
he  strove  for  escape  with  the  violence  characteris- 
tic  of  his  nature.     Appeals  for  advice  to  poets  like 
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Uhland  remained  fruitless.  At  last  rescue  came 
from  an  unexpected  quarter.  Amalie  Schoppe,  editor 
of  a  fashionable  magazine  in  Hamburg,  to  whom  he 
had  sent  some  of  his  youthful  productions,  took  an 
interest  in  him,  coUected  money  for  him  among  her 
friends,  and  induced  him  to  come  to  the  wealthy 
Hansa-town,  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  a  uni- 
versity  course.  In  February,  1835,  he  left  his 
home,  in  order  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Hamburg. 

The  following  decade  was  for  him  depressing  in 
the  extreme.  Poor  but  proud,  and  incapable  of 
conforming  to  the  ordinary  Conventions  of  society, 
he  soon  proved  a  source  of  irritation  and  bewilder- 
ment  to  his  benefactors.  In  1836  he  decided  to 
leave  Hamburg  and  go  to  the  University  of  Heidel- 
berg before  finishing  his  preparatory  work.  Here,  in 
response  to  the  natural  desire  of  his  well-wishers  that 
he  take  up  a  practical  calling,  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  s^udy  of  law.  But  this  proved  totally  foreign 
to  his  temperament.  Nor  did  any  of  the  other 
ordinary  professions  open  to  a  clever  youth  appeal 
to  him.  He  grew,  to  be  sure,  increasingly  conscious 
of  his  poetic  calling,  but,  as  he  was  totally  lacking 
in  journalistic  ease  —  the  only  gift  that  would  have 
procured  for  him  an  immediate  income  —  he  seemed 
to  himself  indeed  an  anomaly  in  modern  society. 
Now  began  that  loneliness  which  was  to  be  charac- 
teristic  of  a  large  part  of  his  life.     A  difference  of 
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several  years  between  him  and  his  fellow-students, 
his  uncompromisingly  idiosyncratic  nature,  and  his 
high,  though  as  yet  undefined  artistic  aims,  separated 
him  from  most  of  those  who  would  naturally  have 
been  his  companions.  Yet  even  now,  at  this  early 
stage  of  his  career,  he  enjoyed  the  almost  blind  devo- 
tion  of  a  few  who  feit  the  force  and  superiority  ^i 
his  mind. 

Less  than  a  year  after  his  arrival  in  Heidelberg,  he 
decided  to  migrate  to  the  Uniyersity  of  Munich. 
This  city,  which  under  King  Louis  I  was  just  begin- 
ning  to  be  one  of  the  art-centers  of  Germany,  appealec 
to  him  and  stimulated  his  literary  activity.  The 
University  meant  little  to  him,  except  for  the  lec- 
tures  of  the  philosopher  Schelling  and  the  historian 
Görres.  Yet  his  intellectual  interests  now  grew 
wider  and  deeper.  He  tried  by  wide  reading  in 
literature,  history,  philosophy,  and  other  subjects, 
to  feed  a  mind  eager  for  knowledge  and  insight.  As 
the  products  of  his  pen  yielded  virtually  no  returns, 
and  as  the  only  friend  who  was  helping  him  could 
do  but  little  for  him,  the  pa\r£rty  into  which  he  sank 
grew  tragic  in  the  extreme.  Lack  of  food  and  of 
the  ordinary  comforts  of  life  —  often  he  would  go 
for  weeks  at  a  time  without  a  warm  meal  or  a  fire 
in  his  room  —  laid  the  foundation  for  that  illness 
which  was  to  cut  him  off  at  a  comparatively  early 
age  and  just  as  his  talent  was  reaching  its  zenith. 
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Yet   these   years   of   complete   loneliness,    of   outer 

struggle    and    inner    confiict  —  more    than    once    he 

cursed    what    seemed    a    sterile    talent  —  proved    a 

crucible  in  which  Hebbel's  character  and  hence  bis 

view  of  life  and  art  took  definite  form.     He  became 

I  convinced  that  the  most  tragic  situations  of  life  may 

/a.'se,  not  at  all  from  moral  guilt,  but  from  the  con- 

^flict  between  idiosyncracy   and  environment.     This, 

conviction,  as  we  shall  soon  see,  became  the  pivot 

of  his  dramatic  theory. 

Early  in  March  1839,  incapable  of  longer  standing 
_se  strain  of  his  Ufe  in  Munich,  he  determined  to 
return  to  Hamburg  in  the  hope  of  Unding  hterary 
employment  there.  As  he  was  without  mieans,  he 
undertook  the  journey  across  \drtually  the  whole  of 
Germany  on  foot,  arriving  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
almost  lii  from  the  hardship  of  such  a  trip  at  such  a 
season.  Though  Hamburg  proved  in  large  measure 
a  disappointment  to  his  hopes  of  iinding  em.ployment, 
yet  fortune  of  a  different  and  a  greater  kind  smiiled 
upon  him  there.  After  years  of  unsuccessful  strug- 
gle with  masses  of  literary  material  out  of  which 
nothing  more  important  than  a  few  short  stories 
and  poems  had  come  to  hght,  there  now  em.erged 
his  first  work  of  importance,  JndilJi  (pubHshed  in 
1841).  This  crude  but  powerful  drama  was  at  once 
performed  in  a  Berlin  theater  and  gained  Hebbel  a 
Position  in  the  literary  world.     Very  shortly  after, 
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he  completed  his  next  drama,  Genoveva  (published  in 
1843)  which,  though  less  successful,  yet  helped  to 
focus  still  more  attention  upon  him. 

Now,  at  the  Suggestion  of  friends,  he  went  to 
Copenhagen  and  there  managed,  through  the  influ- 
ence  of  the  Danish  poet,  Oehlenschläger,  to  obtain 
from  the  Danish  king,  Christian  VIII,  a  traveling 
fellowship  for  two  years.  After  a  short  visit  to 
Hamburg,  he  arrived  in  Paris  in  1843.  Here  for 
the  first  time  he  was  brought  in  contact  with  life 
on  a  large  scale.  To  be  sure,  his  small  means  —  the 
fellowship  was  quite  inadequate  to  his  needs  —  still 
shut  him  out  from  much.  But  Paris,  at  that  time 
the  lodestone  not  only  of  French  but  of  foreign  intel- 
lectual  Hfe  as  well,  acted,  as  his  letters  and  diaries 
show,  as  a  strong  Stimulus  to  his  intellect.  Here  he 
finished  an  epoch-making  drama  which  he  had  begun 
in  Munich  and  which  was  published  in  1844,  Maria 
Magdalena,  the  great  forerunner  of  Ibsen's  social 
plays. 

From  Paris  he  went  to  Italy,  in  1844.  Although 
Italy  meant  little  to  him  compared  to  what  it  has 
meant  to  other  poets,  as  for  instance  Goethe  and  the 
Brownings,  yet  as  most  of  his  later  works  in  con- 
trast  with  his  earlier  productions  show,  it  did  more 
than  any  other  influence  of  his  life  to  make  this  rug- 
ged  northerner  appreciate  the  compelling  force  of 
forrn  and  sensuous  beauty. 
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The  fellowship  on  which  he  utterly  depended  ran 
out  in  1845.  Again  starvation  stared  him  in  the  face. 
His  pen  could  not  support  him.  His  letters  and 
diaries  and  some  of  the  work  conceived  during  this 
period  enable  us  to  appreciate  to  what  extent  he  was 
beginning  to  corrode  under  this  continual  and  de- 
pressing  struggle.  Not  weak  complaining,  but  a  bit- 
ter pessimism  would  necessarily  result  in  so  strong  a 
Personality.  For  he  was  thoroughly  aware  that  his) 
diflSculties  flowed  not  at  all  from  vice  or  lack  of 
power,  but  from  the^  superiority  of  a  rare  intellect 
combined  with  a  peculiar  bent  of  talent  which  ren- 
dered  facile  literary  expression  impossible.  In  spite 
of  former  disappointment  he  turned  once  more  to 
Hamburg  with  the  forlorn  hope  of  Unding  support 
through  his  pen.  He  was  returning  to  Germany  by 
way  of  Vienna  in  1845  when,  most  unexpectedly, 
the  great  turning-point  in  his  hfe  was  reached.  He 
met  Christine  Enghaus,  the  famous  tragedienne  of 
the  Burgtheater,  at  the  time  the  most  famous  theater 
in  German-speaking  countries.  A  strong  afifinity 
sprang  up  between  them  at  once,  resting  not  so  much 
on  passionate  love  as  on  mutual  appreciation.  So 
they  married.  Yet  this  consummation  was  not 
reached  without  a  tragic  conflict.  For  Hebbel  had 
for  years  been  bound  by  ties  of  affection  and  grati- 
tude  to  another  woman,  Elise  Lensing.  whom  he  had 
met  in  Hamburg  during  the  early  years  of  his  deso- 
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lation  and  struggle.  From  her,  under  the  stress  of 
circumstances,  he  had  accepted  the  greatest  sacri- 
fices  —  she  had  even  helped  him  financially  in  his 
great  poverty  —  without  ever  being  able  to  return 
in  kind  the  love  she  bore  him.  His  diary  shows  that 
he  feit  keenly  the  justice  of  Ehse's  case,  and  indeed 
he  had  more  than  once  contemplated  marrying  her. 
But  at  the  same  time  he  saw  the  justification  of  his 
own  action.  Penniless  as  they  both  were,  and  intel- 
lectually  uncongenial  as  she  had  become  to  him,  he 
knew  that  a  marriage  between  them  would  bring  in 
its  wake  the  ruin  of  both.  This  painful  Situation 
seizes  upon  one's  imagination  Hke  one  of  HebbeFs 
tragedies,  in  which  also  the  conflict  usually  arises 
from  the  clash  of  two  equally  justitiable  opponents. 
Fortunately,  Elise  Lensing  in  later  years  became  rec- 
onciled  to  the  marriage,  for  a  while  even  living  as  an 
honored  guest  in  Hebbel' s  family. 

Very  little  more  need  be  said  of  the  remaining 
years  of  Hebbel's  Hfe.  Comparative  affluence  insured 
by  his  wife's  position,  a  thoroughly  congenial  home 
atmosphere,  and  especially  the  daily  companionship 
of  a  noble  woman,  who  in  rare  degree  united  ever- 
increasing  devotion  and  thorough  sympathy  with  liis 
artistic  aims,  permitted  his  genius  to  grow  in  mellow- 
ness  and  harmony.  Most  of  the  best  work  of  his  life 
was  written  after  this  time.  Now  appeared  among 
other    things  the    dramas,  Herodes   und   Mariamne, 
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Agnes  Bernauer,  Gyges  und  sein  Ring,  the  Xibelungen- 
trilogy,  besides  some  of  his  most  powerful  ballads, 
his  only  epic,  and  many  of  his  most  incisive  critical 
utterances. 

So  many-sided  and  fertile  a  genius  was  bound  to 
find  appreciation  among  the  best  of  his  contempo- 
raries.  Though  never  populär,  yet  during  the  last 
two  decades  of  his  Hfe  Hebbel  attracted  to  himself 
the  leading  Kterary  thinkers  of  his  day.  Laube,  the 
manager  of  the  Burgtheater  at  \'ienna.  was.  to  be  sure. 
prejudiced  against  Hebbel  and  closed  his  theater 
against  the  latter's  plays  as  much  as  possible.  But 
at  Weimar,  at  Munich,  and  in  other  cities.  pioneers 
among  theater-managers  regarded  it  a  privilege  to 
introduce  Hebbel's  dramas  to  the  pubKc.  Finally, 
the  poor  mason's  son  found  himseh*  feted  by  more 
than  one  crowned  head,  and  the  correspondent  of 
some  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  time. 

On  his  death-bed  (in  1863)  news  was  brought  to 
him  that  his  last  tragedy.  Die  Xibelungen,  was 
crowned  with  the  Schiller-prize,  news  which  drew 
from  him  the  characteristic  words:  "Das  ist  Men- 
schenlos: bald  fehlt  uns  der  Wein,  bald  fehlt  uns  der 
Becher." 

After  his  death  his  work  was  for  a  time  neglected. 
Within  the  last  hfteen  years.  however,  an  immense 
re\ival  of  interest  in  Hebbel  has  swept  over  Ger- 
many.     This  may  be  explained  in  a  measure  by  the 
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fact  that  the  spread  of  thc  French  and  Russian 
realistic  novel  (as,  for  instance,  the  work  of  men  like 
Balzac,  Flaubert,  Tolstoi,  Dostowjeski,  etc.)  and  of 
the  problem-plays  of  Ibsen  with  which  Hebbel's  have 
fundamentally  much  in  common,  have  accustomed 
the  public  to  look  in  literature  for  a  more  searching 
criticism  of  hfe. 

IL     HEBBELS   WORKS 

Hebbel  first  attracted  attention  as  a  writer  of 
poems  and  short  tales.  Hi^  poems,  though  some- 
times  suffering  from  harshness  and  exaggerated 
condensation,  are  marked  by  virility  and  poetical 
atmosphere.  His^  best  ballads^  are  conspicuous  for 
almost  overwhelmingly  dramatic  force.  His  epigram- 
matic  verse  exhibits  large  wisdom  and  manly  poise. 

'  His  most  characteristic  ballads  are:  Liebeszauber  (VI,  156), 
Der  Haideknabe  (VI,  166),  Schön  Hedwig  (VI,  172),  Die  heilige 
Drei  (VI,  181),  Diocletian  (VI,  429),  Der  Brahmine  (VI,  434),  Eine 
moderne  Ballade  (VII,  188).  Among  his  best  lyrics  are:  Das  Opfer 
des  Frühlings  (VI,  217),  Höchstes  Gebot  (VI,  235),  Der  Baum  in  der 
Wüste  (VI,  238),  Das  alte  Haus  (VI,  266),  Gebet  (VI,  280).  Impor- 
tant  among  his  epigrammatic  verses  are:  Welt  und  Mensch  (VI,  344)) 
Die  deutsche  Sprache  (\'I,  346),  Goethe' s  Biographie  (VI,  351)  Richl- 
schnur  (VI,  352),  Zu  erwägen  (VI,  361),  Unfehlbar  (VI,  363),  Auf 
einen  Menschenfeind  (VI,  363),  Lüge  und  Wahrheit  (VI,  365),  Der 
Practiker  spricht  (VI,  370),  Der  verborgene  Kaiser  (VI,  378).  Among 
his  most  valuable  sonnets  are:  Unsere  Zeil  (VI,  315;  illuminating 
for  Hebbel's  conception  of  the  drama),  Schönheil  (VI,  318),  Der 
Mensch  und  die  Geschichte  (\'I,  320),  Mann  wui  Weib  (VI,  321), 
Sprache  (VI,  323),  Kleist  (VII,  i8oj. 
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His  sonnets,  of  which  there  are  a  goodly  nuinber, 
afford  proof  both  of  his  appreciation  of  form  and  of 
his  mastery  of  language.  Like  Milton,  Wordsworth, 
Rossetti,  and  other  English  poets  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Germans,  Goethe,  the  Schlegels,  Tieck,  Rückert, 
Platen,  etc.,  on  the  other,  Hebbel  employs  the  sonnet 
as  a  ütting  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  his  ripest 
cogitations.  The  little  epic,  Mutter  und  Kind  (pub- 
lished  1859),  reveals  a  side  of  the  poet's  nature  usually 
overlooked  by  his  contemporaries,  that  depth  of  ten- 
derness  which  —  as  the  letters  of  such  men  as  Luther 
and  Bismarck  sho|| —  is  often  found  in  the  German 
temperament  in  conjunction  with  great  severity. 

While  he  continued  throughout  his  Hfe  to  write 
poems,  finding  in  this  literary  form  a  fitting  vehicle 
for  the  expression  of  some  of  his  profoundest  feelings 
and  thoughts,  he  soon  abandoned  the  field  of  prose 
narration.  His  early  attempts  in  this  direction,  of 
which  the  best  are  Anna^  and  Die  Kuh,^  are  highly 
dramatic,  but  exhibit  an  exaggerated  tendency  to 
strained  and  horrible  situations.  As  a  prose-writer, 
Hebbel  is  important  mainly  in  the  field  of  criticism. 
No  one  who  cares  to  understand  Hebbel,  or  who 
would  indeed  be  a  serious  student  of  German  liter- 
ature  of  the  nineteenth  Century,  can  aiTord  to  leave 
his  critical  utterances  unnoticed.  He  was  a  linder 
of  new  values,  and  many  of  his  conclusions,  offensive 
1 W.,  Vol.  \III. 
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and  unjust  though  they  often  appeared  to  his  con- 
temporaries,  have  been  remarkably  corroborated  by 
the  literary  judgments  of  the  last  generation.  Most 
of  his  comments  on  literature  are  found  in  his  letters 
and  diaries,  but  f  rom  time  to  time  —  especially  during 
the  Vienna  period  —  he  wrote  formal  reviews  and 
articles.^  Basic  for  an  understanding  of  his  dramatic 
views  are  two  essays:  Ein  Wort  über  das  Drama 
(1843)  ,2  ^i^<i  VoT^'prt  zur  Maria  Magdalena  (1844).^ 

In  speaking  of  Hebbel  as  a  prose-writer,  one  can 
hardly  overestimate  the  importance  of  his  letters  and 
especially  of  his  diaries.*  The#  form  a  running 
commentary  on  his  life  and  works,  and  often  grant 
profoundest  insight  into  his  experiences.  The  diaries, 
extending  from  1835  on,  are  among  the  remarkable 
documents  of  the  nineteenth  Century.  They  consist 
of  abstracts  from  letters,  of  records  of  impressions, 
of  comments  on  hfe  and  people,  sometimes  in  the 
form  of  brief  jottings,  sometimes  in  disquisitions  of 
some  length,  and  reveal  an  almost  titanic  wrestling 
with  the  Problems  of  life  and  art. 

But  the  hterary  form  in  which  Hebbel  was  most 
at  home  and  which  he  found  adequate  as  a  means 
of  conveying  his  message/was  the  tragedy.     It  is  in 

1  Vols.  X,  XI,  XII  of  his  works. 

2  Vol.  XI,  pp.  3Ü. 

3  Vol.  XI,  pp.  sgS. 

*  The  Letters  form  eight  volumes  of  the  collected  works,  the 
Diaries,  four. 
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a  series  of  powerful  tragedies  ranging  from  the  Judith 
and  Genoveva  of  his  youth  to  the  fragment  Demetriiis 
on  which  he  was  at  work  up  to  the  moment  of  his 
death,  that  we  come  most  closely  in  contact  with 
his  forceful  and  original  personality. 

The  first  work  which  claims  a  more  intimate  study 
is  Maria  Magdalena  (published  1844),  a  drama  of 
con temporar}'  hfe,  the  result  of  Hebbel's  personal 
experience  \^•ith  the  artisan  class.  This  play  is  the 
first  great  forerunner  of  the  modern  social  problem- 
drama  best  represented  by  Ibsen.  Like  Lillo  in  his 
London  Merchant  (1731)  and  Schiller  in  his  Kabale 
und  Liebe  (1784),  Hebbel  depicts  the  domestic  life  of 
the  middle  class.  But  as  a  modern  man,  he  digs 
much  deeper  than  did  Lillo  or  Schiller.  He  derives 
his  tragic  Situation,  not  as  did  Schiller  from  class 
conflict,  but  from  the  petty  and  tyrannous  character 
of  the  people  who  in  turn  are  the  direct  products  of 
the  unfortunate  social  conditions  under  which  they, 
are  obHged  to  Hve.  Here,  as  in  nearly  all  of  Hebbel's 
dramas,  the  period  chosen  is  one  of  transition,  when 
old  conditions  are  disintegrating,  and  new  ones  are 
preparing  to  assert  themselves.  Sturdy  and  honest 
Master  Anton,  the  carpenter,  cannot  imagine  that 
the  Ideals  of  his  youth  and  manhood  are  not  all- 
sufficient.  By  his  narrowness  of  vision  he  totally 
estranges  his  son.  who  is  influenced  by  more  liberal 
conceptions    of    individual    rights,    and    drives    his 
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daughter  to  ruin  and  death.  At  the  close,  he  Stands 
bewildered  among  the  debris  of  his  world,  exclaim- 
ing:  "Ich  verstehe  die  Welt  nicht  mehr!" 

Herodes  und  Mariamne  (pubUshed  1850),  written 
in  blank  verse,  plays  at  that  interesting  moment  in 
history,  when  upon  the  Roman-Judaic  world,  so 
ruthlessly  indifferent  to  the  individual,  there  was 
dawning  a  new  conception  of  man.  It  is  the  prin- 
ciple  which  was  to  form  the  core  of  the  Christian 
evangel,  that  every  person,  high  or  low,  man  or 
woman,  has  intrinsic  dignity  and  importance.  Herod 
the  Great,  whose  later  history  the  New  Testament 
paints  in  lurid  colors,  appears  at  the  time  when 
Anthony  had  made  him  king  of  Judea.  He  and  his 
wife  Mariamne  love  each  other  passionately.  Mari- 
amne, like  Ibsen's  Nora,  is  the  representative  of  a 
new  temperament,  a  temperament  that  demands 
respect  for  personaHty.  Herod,  a  typical  oriental 
ruler  of  the  time  —  energetic,  ambitious,  naively 
despotic  —  has,  with  all  his  passionate  love  for 
Mariamne,  no  inküng  of  her  point  of  view.  This 
brings  about  an  irreconcilable  conflict.  Mariamne 
perishes.  But  the  advent  of  the  Magi  in  the  final 
scene  reminds  us  that  a  new  world  is  dawning,  a 
world  in  which  the  conception  of  individual  dignity 
becomes  dominant.^ 

'  This  drama  has  been  edited  for  College  use  by  E.  S.  Meyer, 
Holt  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 
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Agnes  Bernauer  (published  1855),  which,  because 
of  its  terse  and  vigorous  prose,  its  fascinating  theme, 
and  its  importance  as  an  exponent  of  Hebbel's  view 
of  the  tragedy,  seems  particularly  well  adapted  for 
introducing  Hebbel  to  a  foreign  public,  will  be  treated 
at  length  below. 

Gyges^und  sein  Ring  (published  1856),  the  melo- 
dious  blank  verse  of  which  suggests  Grillparzer's 
most  exquisite  artistry.  is  stylistically  perhaps  the 
most  perfect  of  Hebbel's  works.  The  hero  is  a 
mythical  king  of  Lydia,  who  commands  our  s\in- 
pathy  from  the  first  by  his  high  aspirations  and 
youthful  fire.  He  fights  for  vital  reforms  and  the 
abohshment  of  Conventions.  But  he  comes  too 
early;  and  moreover,  in  the  crudeness  of  his  enthusi- 
asm  in  pushing  his  reforms  he  allows  himself  to  be 
carried  to  unpardonable  lengths  both  towards  his 
sensitive  wife  —  one  of  Hebbel's  most  poetically 
conceived  figures  —  and  towards  his  people.  He 
perishes  still  con\'inced  of  the  \-itality  of  his  prin- 
ciples.  But  before  his  end,  his  experiences,  which 
had  given  him  a  deeper  insight  into  Hfe  and  men, 
wring  from  him  the  admission  that.  under  the  cir- 
cumstances,  the  action  of  his  opponents  was  justified. 

Hebbel's  last  complete  work  was  Die  Nibelungen 
(published  1862),  a  trilogy  in  blank  verse  consisting 
of  an  introductory  act,  Der  gehörnte  Siegfried,  followed 
by  two  five-act  tragedies.  Siegfrieds  Tod  and  Kriem- 
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hilds  Rache.  It  is  a  dramatization  of  the  Middle 
High  German  epic,  the  Nibelungenlied.  The  trilogy 
depicts,  especially  in  the  characters  of  Hagen  and 
Dietrich  von  Bern,  the  death-throes  of  the  pagan 
Germanic  world  with  all  its  harsh  grandeur,  and  the 
triumphant  entry  of  a  new  view  of  Kfe  brought  in  by 
Christian  teaching.  Here  again,  as  in  the  case  of 
Meister  Anton  (in  Maria  Magdalena)  and  Herod,  the 
Champions  of  a  creed  outworn  are  the  tragic  figures.^ 

^-   in.  HEBBELS  THEORY  OF  THE  TRAGEDY 

Hebbel's  drama  is  the  organic  product  of  his  tem- 
perament  and  his  experiences.  The  suffering  of 
years,  resulting,  as  we  saw,  mainly  from  his  idiosyn- 
cratic  character,  had  impressed  him  wdth  the  con- 
viction  that  the  most  tragic  situations  of  life  result 
from  the  conflict  of  temperament  and  environment. 
Moreover,  he  observed  in  his  own  case  and  that  of 

1  His  only  other  complete  drama  is  the  unsuccessful  tragedy 
Julia,  of  which  more  later.  He  also  left  many  dramatic  fragments 
of  which  the  most  significant  are  Moloch  and  Demetrius.  A  com- 
parison  of  the  latter  fragment  with  Schiller's  treatment  of  the  same 
subject  contributes  to  a  comprehension  of  Hebbel's  point  of  view. 
Two  comedies,  Der  Diamant  (1847)  and  Der  Rubin  (1851),  and  the 
so-called  Tragi-Komödie,  Ein  Trauerspiel  in  Sizilien,  complete  the 
list  of  his  dramas.  Xone  of  these  need  be  regarded  as  asstheticaUy 
important.  Although  Hebbel  was  deeply  interested  in  comedy, 
regarding  it  as  having  the  same  function  as  tragedy  —  the  reflection 
of  the  pageant  of  life,  but  from  an  opposite  angle  —  a  certain  over- 
seriousness  and  heaviness  prevented  his  being  successful  in  this  form. 
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many  others,  that  the  idiosyncracy  which  brings 
about  such  a  conflict  is  often  the  sign  of  originahty 
j  and  superior  insight.  In  other  words,  tragic  guilt 
/  may  be  the  very  opposite  of  moral  guilt.  So,  leaders 
of  new  movements,  representatives  of  con\ictions  or 
principles  regarded  as  dangerous.  and  yet  leading  to 
the  bettennent  of  society,  are  constantly  apt  to  be 
treated  harshly  by  their  contemporaiies,  and  have 
often  become  martyrs  to  their  cause.  The  career  of 
the  founder  of  Christianity  is  the  sublimest  instance 
of  such  a  tragedy.  But  Hebbel,  with  a  profound  and 
critical  insight  into  the  structure  of  human  society, 
also  recognizes  that  even  though  Innovators,  leaders, 
rebels  might  be  unanswerably  right  from  their  point 
of  \iew,  the  representatives  of  the  old  institutions 
which  they  attacked  could  not  always  be  expected  to 
concede  the  validity  of  the  new  principles.  In  deal- 
ing  harshly,  yes  cruelly,  with  the  Innovators,  they 
might  be  merely  protecting  society  against  too  sud- 
den  and  violent  subversions,  or  at  least  might  be 
doing  no  more  than  what,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  perfectly  normal  and  natural.  For  it  is  the 
primal  instinct  of  every  organism  to  fight  for  its 
existance.  This  is  tnie  of  indi\'iduals,  of  nations,  of 
institutions.  As  long  as  there  is  vitahty  enough  left 
to  fight,  the  organism  has  an  undeniable  claim  on 
life.  The  most  seizing  tragedy  would  ensue  pre- 
cisely  where  each  combatant  must  be  respected  and 
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justified  from  his  own  point  of  view.  He  was  con- 
scious  of  this  in  his  own  case  when  only  twenty-three 
years  old,  as  appears  in  a  letter  written  in  1836  (Br. 
I,  pp.  ißöf.) :  "...  dass  ich,  ganz  anders  construirt, 
als  Andere,  selbst  da  Recht  haben  kann,  wo  die  Welt 
nicht  Unrecht  hat!" 

This  is  the  more  true,  as  new  movements  are 
at  first  represented  —  in  most  cases  at  least  —  in 
an  immature  and  unsatisfactory  fashion.  The  old 
institutions  which  perhaps  have  existed  for  genera- 
tions,  have  been  tried.  Should  those  who  have 
experienced  their  virtues  give  them  up  without 
a  struggle  for  theories  as  yet  untried?  Yet,  were  it 
not  for  these  ever-bubbling  new  ideas,  society  would 
stagnate.  Thus,  in  the  onward  rush  of  human  pro- 
gress,  the  individual  is  often  caught  in  an  inex- 
tricable  mesh.  His  heroic  efforts,  though  impotent 
as  far  as  sa\dng  his  indi\'idual  life  is  concerned,  serve 
to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  new  seed.  This  struggle 
Ibetween  the  new  temperament  and  the  old,  at  the 
time  apparently  sterile,  but  granting  glimpses  of  a 
brighter  future  for  the  race,  forms  the  center  of 
I  every  one  of  Hebbel's  tragedies,  To  use  a  character- 
istic  phrase  of  his  own:  the  first  and  the  last  repre- 
sentative  of  a  movement  is  apt  to  be  either  tragic  or 
Comic. 

In  every  drama  of  Hebbel's  there  is  f oreshadowed  1 
—  more  or  less  clearly  —  the  new  condition  arising  ] 
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out  of  this  struggle.  So  in  Herodes  lüid  Mariamne 
the  advent  of  the  ^lagi,  in  Gyges  the  last  speeches  of 
King  Kandaules,  in  Agnes  Bernaiier  the  abdication 
of  Duke  Ernst  afford  a  glimpse  pf  a  new  world, 
purchased  at  the  cost  of  the  suffering  we  have  \v\t- 
nessed.^  Thus  every  new  idea,  Hebbel  reasons,  is 
conceived  in  a  matrix  of  blood  and  tears.  Crushing 
as  this  may  appear  at  first  blush,  he  who  sees  Ufe 
from  the  proper  point  of  vantage  will  be  constantly 
upUfted  by  the  thought  that,  however  numerous  the 
victims,  mankind  as  a  whole  tends  continually 
towards  a  higher  plane. - 

Students  of  philosophy  will  easily  recognize  in 
these  ideas  of  Hebbel,  echoes  of  Hegel's  conception 
of  evolution  and  of  his  theory  of  tragic  guilt.  Accord- 
ing  to  Hegel,  evolution  comes  about  through  Thesis, 
Antithesis,  and  Synthesis.  That  is  to  say,  any  given 
condition  (such  as  tyranny,  let  us  say)  will  breed  its 

1  History  is  füll  of  illustrations  of  this  theorj'.  "Fulton's  Folly." 
for  instance,  illustrates  drastically  how  comic  to  the  populär  mind 
is  the  propagator  of  a  new  idea.  Hj-patia  is  an  excellent  example 
of  the  tragedy  which  attaches  to  the  devotee  of  a  waning  cause. 
Hebbel  vety  happily  formulates  this  principle  when  he  says  in  his 
diary  (Tg.,  II,  Xo.  2815):  "Was  hilft  es  Dir,  dass  Deine  Uhr  richtig 
geht  und  die  Stadtuhr  geht  \erkehrt?  Umsonst  wirst  Du  Dich 
auf  die  Sonne  berufen,  wenn  Du  zu  früh  oder  zu  spät  kommst." 
This  same  idea  with  a  somewhat  different  coloring  is  expressed 
also  in  an  apothegm  entitled  Der  Practiker  spricht  (W.  VI,  p.  370). 

^  The  Student  is  recommended  to  read  Emerson's  essay,  Circles, 
for  an  interesting  treatment  of  a  similar  conception  of  life. 
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opposite  (in  this  case,  anarchy),  and  from  the  con- 
flict  of  the  two  will  arise  a  third  condition  (synthesis) 
which  will  contain  elements  of  both.  That  tragic 
guilt,  when  seen  in  this  Hght,  might  be  essentially 
different  from  moral  guilt  in  the  Christian  sense  is 
apparent  without  comment.' 

Such  being  the  bent  of  Hebbel's  mind,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  again  and  again  he  chooses  for  the 
background  of  his  dramas,  moments  from  the  great 
pageant  of  human  progress  when  old  estabhshed 
institutions,  though  still  in  füll  force,  begin  to  be 
threatened  by  new  and  subversive  elements.  Twice 
(in  Herodes  und  Mariamne  and  in  the  Nibelungen)  he 
selected  that  thrilHng  period  of  history  when  Chris- 
tian ideals  dawned  upon  an  old  world.  In  Agnes' 
Bernauer,  as  we  shall  see,  he  depicts  the  first  incep- 
tjpn  of  modern  social  ideals  within  the  feudal  system. 
The  core  of  such  tremendously  tragic  situations  lies 
in  the  fact  that  two  characters  with  aspirations 
equally  noble,  are  hurled  against  each  other  by  a 
power  which  lies  beyond  them,  and  which  we,  but 
not  they,  see  as  the  impelling  force  of  the  develop- 
ment  of  mankind. 

Other  dramatists  before  Hebbel  had,  from  time  to 
time,  chosen  as  tragic  material  the  clash  between  two 
points  of  view,  each  of  which  might  be  justified:  as, 

*  For  an  English  statement  of  Hegel's  theory  of  tragedy  see 
A.  C.  Bradley,  Oxford  Lectures  on  Poelry,  London,  igog,  pp.  ögff. 
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for  instance,  Sophocles  in  his  Antigone;  or  a  conflict 
in  which  the  representative  of  a  good  but  waning 
cause  is  the  tragic  hero,  as  Goethe  in  his  Götzj  or  a 
Situation  in  which  a  tragic  fate  overcomes  a  hero 
who  is  entirely  free  from  moral  guilt,  as  Shakespeare 
in  Romeo  and  Jtiliet.  HebbeFs  originaüty  Ues  in  the 
fact,  that  the  inherent  guilflessness  of  the  tragic  hero 
is  for  him  an  organic  fact  in  the  tragic  idea,  and  that 
his  drama  as  a  whole  is  s^Tnbolic  of  the  control- 
Hng  law  of  social  development.  Hebbel,  then,  may 
y  properly  be  called  a  philosophical  dramatist,  as  com- 
pared  with  a  narrative  dramatist  like  Shakespeare. 
In  other  words,  Shakespeare  is  more  concerned  with 
the  action  as  such  —  hence  the  wonderful  vivacity 
1  and  Hfelikeness  of  his  plays.  Hebbel  is  fascinated 
\  rather  by  the  forces  that  bring  about  the  action  — 
somewhat  as  a  modern  scientist  is  concerned  with 
the  tracing  of  the  laws  that  underhe  the  visible 
phenomena  of  nature.  In  this  sense,  Hebbel  may 
be  called  the  first  of  the  group  of  modern  writers  of 
"problem-plays,"  such  as  Ibsen,  Sudermann,  Haupt- 
mann, Shaw,  etc.,  who  lay  the  entire  stress  of  their 
dramas  on  processes  and  not  on  results.  The  fault 
into  which  the  problem-play  is  in  danger  of  lapsing, 
the  overweighting  by  ideas,  is  at  times  apparent  in 
Hebbel.  This  occasionally  goes  so  far  as  to  ruin  an 
excellent  subject,  as  it  does  in  Julia,  where,  a  gen- 
eration  before  Ibsen,  Hebbel  treats  the  problem  of 
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hercdity  in  the  same  spirit  as  did  the  Norwegian  in 
his  powerful  drama  Ghosts. 

The  samc  fault  hcre  and  there  affects  his  style. 
He  has  been  accused,  and  not  without  justice,  of 
occasional  lack  of  transparency.  So  terse  and  con- 
cise  is  his  method  of  expression,  so  obvious  to  his 
own  mind  is  his  thought,  that  he  often  expects  too 
much  of  his  public.  Complex  mental  processes  are 
frequently  Condensed  into  hints,  allusions,  references, 
subtle  or  broken  phrases,  and  fail  to  become  clear 
to  the  spectator  and  evcn  to  the  casual  reader.  As 
in  Browning's  case,  this  apparent  obscurity  arises 
from  too  great  clarity  on  the  part  of  the  writer.  The 
poet  sees  his  thought  so  clearly,  that  he  falls  to 
rend_er  it  with  sufficient  detail.  This  fault  is  least 
lapparent  in  Agnes  Bernauer,  where  harmony  and 
ipoise  of  structure,  and  ease  and  lucidity  of  style 
jseem  the  fruits  of  that  ItaUan  journey  which  had 
done  so  much  to  opcn  Hebbel's  eyes  to  beauty  and 
/form. 

Because  of  this  overcharging  with  philosophic  con- 
tent, a  play  of  Hebbel's  is  fully  understood  only 
after  one  has  read  several  of  his  important  dramas, 
and  has  made  oneself  somewhat  acquainted,  at 
least,  with  his  letters  and  diaries.  But  he  who  will 
subject  himself  to  this  study  —  and  it  will  always 
prove  stimulating  —  will  find  his  inner  experience 
enriched   by   contact   with   one   of   the   most   virile. 
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elevated,  and  original  minds  of  the  nineteenth  Cen- 
tury. After  reading  Hebbel,  one  feels  that  one  has 
looked  a  little  deeper  and  seen  a  little  clearer  into 
the  dim  mystery  of  human  destiny,  and  has  gained 
a  warmer  s^nipathy  with  struggling,  sinning,  and 
aspiring  mankind.      o^  ?  i 

IV.     AGNES   BERNAUER 

I.   The  Historical  Character 

The  Story  of  Agnes  Bernauer  has  haunted  the 
German  imagination  for  several  centuries,  as  is 
attested  by  its  frequent  occurrence  in  legend  and 
literature.  The  historical  details  which  have  come 
down  to  US,  not  uncolored  by  legend,  are  as  follows: 
Duke  Albrecht,  the  only  child  of  the  reigning  Duke 
Ernst  of  Bavaria-Munich,  about  1428  feil  in  love 
with  Agnes  Bernauer,  a  barber's  daughter,  who 
because  of  her  extreme  beauty  and  charm  was  far- 
famed  as  "the  Angel  of  Augsburg."  He  won  her 
love  and  carried  her  ofT  to  his  Castle  at  Straubing. 
Although  the  sources  differ  as  to  whether  a  church 
ceremony  had  taken  place,  populär  opinion  regarded 
her  as  his  wife,  since  Albrecht  himself  treated  her  as 
such,  and  absolutely  refused  to  enter  into  any  other 
matrimonial  engagement  while  she  Uved.  At  first, 
the  old  Duke  regarded  the  entire  affair  as  an  ephemerai 
passion  and  was  inclined  to  treat  it  lightly,  but  the 
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chronicles  relate  that  at  a  tournament  at  Regensburg, 
when  Alb  recht 's  relations  with  Agnes  were  challenged, 
a  violent  clash  arose  bctween  father  and  son.  Duke 
Ernst's  keen  desire  that  Albrecht  should  marry 
according  to  his  Station  and  secure  the  legitimate 
succession  to  the  throne  became  poignant  upon  the 
death  of  Ernst's  only  brother  William.  For  William 
left  behind  him  one  sickly  boy  who  soon  followed 
his  father  to  the  grave.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
sever  Albrecht  from  Agnes,  Ernst  determined  to 
resort  to  violence.  During  Albrecht's  absence  from 
home,  Agnes  was  seized,  brought  before  a  court 
of  law,  condemned,  and  drowned  in  the  Danube. 
Albrecht,  infuriated  at  this  brutaUty,  fled  to  his 
father's  enemies.  Ultimately  a  reconciliation  was 
brought  about,  as  some  maintain,  through  the  inter- 
vention  of  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  and  Albrecht  was 
induced  to  marry  Princess  Anna  of  Brunswick.^ 

2.   The  Story  in  Literatüre 

The  populär  imagination  soon  seized  upon  this 
Story  and  wove  it  into  song.  The  only  complete 
\'olkslied  on  the  subject  which  has  come  down  to 
US  is  characterized  by  crude  pathos  and  force.     Even 

-  The  account  of  the  chronicles  and  historians  may  be  found  in 
Gottfried  Horchler's  Agnes  Bernauerin  in  Geschichte  und  Dichtung, 
Straubing,  1883. 
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in  this  early  poetic  and  populär  formulation  of  the 
material  we  meet  with  a  characteristic  modification 
of  the  facts.  In  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a 
reconciliation  between  father  and  son,  the  song  teils 
of  the  death  of  the  former  immediately  upon  the 
execution  of  Agnes. ^ 

In  1780  an  aristocratic  poet,  Count  Törring,  wrote 
his  Agnes  Bernauerinn,  ein  vaterländisches  Trauerspiel, 
the  best  of  the  many  plays  which  appeared  in  the 
wake  of  Goethe's  Götz.  Törring  unites  traditional 
adherence  to  the  feudal  point  of  \dew  as  represented 
in  Ernst,  with  romantic  admiration  for  lovely  Agnes. 
He,  also,  avoids  what  to  Hebbel  was  the  real  dra- 
matic  confhct,  for  he  makes,  not  Ernst  but  a  personal 
enemy  of  Albrecht 's  mainly  responsible  for  Agnes's 
death.- 

Of  the  many  poets  who,  since  Count  Törring,  have 
treated  Agnes  Bernauer's  fate  in  verse  and  drama, 
we  need  discuss  only  the  two  most  important,  Lud- 
wig and  Greif.  OttoJLudwig  (1813-1865),  Hebbel's 
dramatic  rival,  author  of  the  Erbförster  and  Mak- 
kabäer,  wrestled  with  the  material  for  over  twenty 

'  The  text  of  the  song  can  be  most  conveniently  found  in :  Sahr, 
Das  deutsche  Volkslied,  ausgewählt  utid  erläutert.  Leipzig,  jd  ed. 
1908  (Sammlung  Göschen)  i.  Bändchen,  pp.  29ff. 

^  The  text  of  Törring's  drama  is  most  conveniently  found  in 
KüTschner's  Deutsche  A^atiottal-Lilteratur.  Vol.  138.  Stuttgart  s.  a. : 
Das  Drama  der  klassischen  Periode,  pp.  isff.  See  also  pp.  viiff. 
and  pp.  3ff. 


XXVIU  INTRODUCTION 

years,  lea\ing  a  large  number  of  fragments.  Several 
of  these  are  of  considerable  interest,  one  being  carried 
through  three  acts.  Ludwig  introduces  many  extra- 
neous  Clements,  such  as  intrigue  or  guilt  on  the 
part  of  Agnes,  mutual  distrust  between  Agnes  and 
Albrecht,  poHtical  plots,  intrigues  on  the  part  of  per- 
sonal enemies.  etc.  It  is  evident  that  the  story 
attracted  and  teased  him,  but  eluded  his  grasp, 
though  some  of  the  fragments  contain  poetic  and 
powerful  passages.  His  only  complete  rendition  of 
the  theme  is  in  the  form  of  a  ballad,  Das  Lied  von  der 
Bernauerinn}  in  which  he  recounts  her  death  and 
Albrecht's  grief  in  the  spirit  of  populär  poetry,  but 
with  no  reference  to  the  problem  of  the  reconcilia- 
tion  between  father  and  son,  that  difficulty  which 
had  proved  fatal  to  his  dramatic  treatment. 

The   most   recent   treatment   of   the   subject   is   a 
drama  in  blank  verse  by  Martin  Grief  (1894).     He 
like  Törring,  mitigates  the  harshness  of  the  confli 
between  father  and  son  by  imputing  the  responsi 
bility  of  Agnes's  death  in  large  measure  to  a  personal 
enemy  of  Albrecht,  and  further  by  inventing  a  letter 

1  Most  convenienth'  found  in  Otto  Ludwigs  gesammelte  Schriften, 
edited  by  Adolf  Stern  and  Erich  Schmidt,  Leipzig,  Griinow  s.  a.  \'ol.  I, 
Gedichte,  pp.  i22ff.  The  fragments  are  to  be  found  ibid.,  \'ol.  I\', 
pp.  i33fiF.,  with  an  introduction  by  Erich  Schmidt.  The  more 
important  are  also  to  be  found  in  a  later  edition  by  A.  Bartels. 
Otto  Ludwigs  Werke,  Leipzig  s.  a.,  Hesse,  Vol.  II,  pp.  259ff.  and 
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purporting  to  have  been  written  by  Agnes  in  prison, 
imploring  her  husband  as  her  djing  wish  to  forgive 
his  father. 

V.     HEBBEL'S  AGNES  BERNAUER 

I.   Genesis  of  the  Drama 

As  early  as  1845,  during  his  stay  in  Italy,  when 
for  the  first  time  he  grasped  the  füll  Import  of  beauty 
as  a  factor  in  life,  Hebbel  conceived  the  plan  for  a 
tragedy  in  which  a  beautiful  girl,  horror-struck  at  the 
discovery  that  her  beauty,  wherever  she  goes,  evokes 
jealousy,  passion,  and  strife,  shudderingly  turns 
away  from  Hfe  and  retires  to  a  convent.  About  the 
same  time  the  thought  came  to  him  of  a  play  cen- 
tering  on  the  tragedy  of  kingship,  on  the  conflicts 
attendant  upon  the  possession  of  great  power:  in 
fact,  he  frequently  thought  of  treating  dramatically 
the  career  of  Napoleon.  When  he  came  upon  the 
Story  of  Agnes  Bernauer  (the  exact  date  is  unknown), 
he  must  have  feit  that  it  could  be  happily  blended 
with  the  ideas  underhing  these  plans,  and  that  all 
could  be  welded  into  a  play  which  would  powerfully 
and  adequately  represent  his  conception  of  hfe. 

The  work  itself  was  begun  in  September  1851  and 
finished  about  the  middle  of  December  of  the  same 
year.  In  March  1852  it  was  given  in  Munich,  but 
was  not  printed  tili  1855.  Hebbel  attended  the 
Performance  in  Munich,  and  here,  where  but  twelve 
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years  before  he  had  been  lonely  and  stamng,  he 
was  now  feted  by  the  King  and  honored  by  some  of 
the  most  important  people  of  the  day.  The  play 
has  since  appeared  at  Weimar,  BerHn,  Vienna,  Dres- 
den, and  elsewhere,  and  is  now  recognized  as  a  valu- 
able  part  of  the  German  repertoire. 

It  is  apparent  that  to  the  dramatists  who  had 
treated  the  subject  before  Hebbel,  the  offensive 
element  in  the  story  lay  in  the  reconciliation  between 
father  and  son  after  Agnes's  death.  To  Hebbel  — 
who  characteristically  viewed  the  events  not  from 
the  short  ränge  of  the  indi\ddual,  but  from  the  phiio- 
sophical  coign  of  vantage  —  this  reconciliation  pre 
sented  itself  as  an  inherent  necessity,  as  symbohc  o 
the  law  of  social  development. 

For  Hebbel,  both  the  conflict  and  the  Solution 
arose  from  the  social  conditions  of  the  time.  The 
fifteenth  Century  appealed  to  him  as  one  of  those 
periods  of  transition  when  a  new  view  of  society  is 
just  beginning  to  assert  itself,  while  the  old  is  still 
regnant.  Feudalism  with  all  its  prejudices  was  still 
in  füll  force,  except  in  the  Free  Cities.  Here,  how- 
ever,  in  these  small  repubKcs,  ruled  by  their  own 
Councils  and  only  distantly  dependent  on  the  Em- 
peror,  the  great  middle  class  was  at  that  time  rising 
into  unprecedented  wealth  and  power.  A  striking 
instance  of  this  is  the  city  of  Nürnberg,  which  a  littie 
later  (at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  and  throughout  the 
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sixteenth  Century)  became  the  center  of  Renaissance 
culture  in  Germany,  producing  Dürer  and  Hans 
Sachs.  To  what  extent  this  movement  was  inter- 
national appears  from  the  dazzhng  rise  of  the  ori- 
ginally  humble  merchant  family  of  the  Medici  in 
Florence.  \'ery  naturally,  Citizens  of  such  towns 
developed  immense  self-reliance  and  seh"-respect. 
Even  a  humble  artisan  might  here  play  a  very  differ- 
ent  part  from  an  artisan  in  other  places. 

This  rise  into  power  of  hitherto  unrecognized 
classes,  Hebbel  takes  as  the  explanation  for  young 
Duke  Albrecht's  beUeving  that  he  could  raise  a 
barber's  daughter  to  his  father's  throne.  Hebbel 
introduces  in  the  ürst  act  a  brilliant  pubHc  ball 
given  in  Albrecht's  honor  by  guilds  and  patricians 
alike  (cf.  p.  21,  11.  6flf.).  Here  the  young  duke  meets 
Agnes,  the  "'Angel  of  Augsburg."  He  soon  wins  her 
love,  and  in  spite  of  the  protest  of  his  friends  and 
even  of  her  father,  they  decide  to  marr}-.  He  is 
con\inced  that  his  father  will  yield,  and  that  the 
people,  since  the  middle  class  seems  to  be  so  rapidly 
rising  in  power,  will  gladly  welcome  so  lovely  a  repre- 
sentative  of  their  ranks  as  duchess  and  as  mediator 
between  them  and  their  ruler  (cf.  p.  75,  II.  lof.  and 
p.  34.  11.  26ff.). 

The  predominant  note  in  Hebbel's  Albrecht  is 
passionate  impetuousness,  an  inheritance  from  his 
Itahan  mother,  strengthened  by  many  years'  sojourn 
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at  the  gay  and  irresponsible  court  of  bis  uncle,  King 
Wenzel  of  Boheniia  (cf.  p.  31,  11.  3ff.;  p.  t,s,  H-  5ff-)- 
But  we  are  made  aware  at  the  same  time  of  traits 
inherited  from  his  father:  tenacity  of  purpose,  seri- 
ousness,  and  respect  for  law  and  order  which  —  as 
in  Shakespeare's  Prince  Hai  —  can  be  appealed  to  in 
a  critical  moment.  The  father,  Duke  Ernst,  Hebbel 
depicts,  not  as  a  fierce  tyrant  or  as  a  prejudiced  noble 
concerned  only  for  his  tarnished  family  honor,  but 
as  a  large-hearted  father  of  his  people,  anxious  mainly 
for  the  peaceful  development  of  his  nation  and  the 
welfare  of  his  subjects.  With  his  superior  political 
insight  he  instantly  recognizes  the  immaturity  of 
Albrecht's  point  of  view.  To  him  it  is  clear  that  in 
his  Duchy  —  where,  of  course,  very  different  social 
conditions  obtain  from  those  in  a  Free  City  like 
Augsburg  —  the  children  of  the  barber's  daughter 
will  not  be  accepted  as  legitimate  heirs  to  the  throne. 
When  father  and  son  first  clash,  in  the  highly 
dramatic  scenes  of  the  tournament  of  Regensburg, 
Albrecht  pubHcly  declares  Agnes  his  wife,  and  civil 
war  seems  to  be  on  the  verge  of  breaking  out.  For 
though  the  aristocrats  side  with  the  father,  Albrecht's 
confidence  in  the  support  of  the  people  seems  to  be 
justilied:  burghers  and  peasants  side  with  him  (cf, 
p.  8b,  11.  14!^.).  But  Ernst,  in  his  intense  anxiety  to 
avoid  warfare  and  disruption,  casts  off  Albrecht,  and 
adopts  as  his  heir  the  young  son  of  his  brother  Wil- 
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liam  (cf.  p.  79.  11.  iif..  20  and  p.  So  11.  6f.).  Fate, 
however,  is  against  him.  His  brother  and  his  nephew 
die,  thus  making  the  succession  uncertain  and  Inva- 
sion iniminent.  For  hostile  relatives  are  eagerly 
awaiting  Ernst's  death  to  urge  their  claims  to  the 
crown  at  the  point  of  the  sword  (cf.  p.  86,  11.  lyff.). 
In  the  meantime  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  the 
people,  fanned  bv  the  clerg\'.  come  to  the  surface. 
They  turn  from  Albrecht  and  declare  Agnes  a  sor- 
ceress,  who  has  first  bewitched  the  young  duke  into 
marr\Tng  her,  and  then,  by  her  dark  arts,  caused  the 
death  of  his  iincle  and  cousin  in  order  to  clear  her 
husband's  way  to  the  throne  (cf.  p.  81,  11.  2off.). 
After  a  long  struggle  wiih  himself,  Ernst,  seeing 
no  other  Solution  possible,  signs  Agnes's  death- 
warrant  (cf.  p.  90,  11.  iff.),  She  is  dro'WTied  in  the 
Danube,  but  not  until  she  is  given  one  opportunity 
to  save  her  life.  Hebbel  depicts  Agnes,  not  as  a 
mere  \ictim  of  warring  political  parties,  but  as  a 
person  of  strong  moral  individuahty,  absolutely 
aware  of  the  import  of  ever\'  step  she  takes.  Proudly 
she  repudiates  the  excuse  which  her  judge  and  execu- 
tioner  tries  to  make  for  her,  that  she  had  been  forced 
into  this  marriage.  Proudly  she  asserts  her  love  for 
Albrecht,  and  her  determination  to  be  true  to  what 
he  expects  of  her.  And  proudly  and  bravely  she 
walks  to  her  doom  /cf.  pp.  109,  11.  isff.).  Because 
of  her  personal  charm.  her  purity,  her  great  love,  and 
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her  staunchness  at  the  end,  Hebbel's  Agnes  Bernauer a  <» 
is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  and  elevating  women  V* 
in   modern    drama.     In   her   is   illustrated    Hebbel's  i 
conception  that  not  wrongdoing,  but  on  the  contrary,  l 
some  form  of  superiority  may  lead  to  a  tragic  fate.^ 
As  Ernst' s  chancellor  well  puts  it,  it  is  frightful  that 
she  must  die,  merely  because   she  is  beautiful  and 
virtuous  (cf.  p.  86,  11.  ^5f.)- 

Hebbel  foUows  his  sources  in  making  Albrecht, 
in  the  desperation  of  his  grief  after  Agnes 's  death, 
wage  war  upon  his  father  (cf.  p.  117,  11.  i2fT.).  But 
he  shows  himself  a  daring  Innovator  in  the  sequel. 
For  Hebbel's  Albrecht  conquers  his  father  and  takes 
him  captive.  only  to  have  the  crushing  truth  brought 
home  to  him  that,  in  spite  of  the  integrity  of  his 
aims,  he  has  to  such  an  extent  run  counter  to  the 
spirit  of  his  times,  that  he  has  brought  his  country 
to  the  brink  of  ruin. 

In  a  scene  too  compact  and  succinct  for  its  over- 
whelmingly  dramatic  import,  Albrecht's  Opposition  is 
broken,  and  when  Ernst  recognizes  Agnes  as  having 
been  Albrecht's  wife,  he  submits  (cf.  p.  128,  11.  23ff.). 
But  when  Ernst  misinterprets  this  Submission  to  his 
authority  as  wilHngness  to  become  reconciled  to  his 
love,  and  opens  his  arms  to  Albrecht,  the  latter's  hot 
blood  once  more  fiares  into  passion:  he  draws  on  his 
father  and  is  on  the  point  of  parricide  (cf .  p.  1 29, 11.  lof .) . 
Then  Ernst  takes  that  daring  step  which  he  had  long 
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contemplated  as  a  last  resource:  he  hands  his  scepter 
to  his  sori,  thus  placing  Albrecht,  in  whom  —  as  the 
father  well  knew  —  the  instinct  of  the  ruler  was 
powerful,  in  the  same  position  of  responsibilit}-  which 
the  father  had  so  long  occupied  (cf.  p.  129,11.  iifT.).  At 
once  the  whole  Situation  assumes  to  Albrecht  a  totally 
different  complexion.  Now  that  he  is  called  upon 
to  be  a  ruler  holding  in  his  hand  the  fate  of  thousands 
who  look  to  him  as  their  protector  and  guide,  he 
sees  that  there  is  only  one  way  open  to  him:  to  bury 
his  private  griefs  and  live  and  rule.  The  simple 
grandeur  of  his  father's  character,  as  manifested  in 
this  last  act  of  abnegation,  compels  him  to  some- 
thing  like  adoration  (cf.  p.  129,  11.  27).  These  two 
illustrate  one  of  Hebbel's  vital  principles :  that  only  A  "\ 
through  the  sacrifice  of  the  individual  can  the  good 
of  the  whole  be  furthered.^ 

^  This  feeling  became  a  dominant  conviction  with  Hebbel  during 
the  turbulent  period  of  the  Revolution  of  1848.  He  was  at  first 
an  ardent  partisan  of  the  democratic  Ideals  of  the  time,  but  the 
excesses  of  his  associates  convinced  him  of  the  absolute  necessity, 
for  the  good  of  the  State  and  the  preservation  of  society,  of  self- 
control  and  abnegation  of  individual  caprice.  His  diaries  and 
letters  during  these  years  are  füll  of  reflexions  on  the  thriUing  experi- 
ences  of  the  day.  He  proves  himself  a  severe  but  sane  critic  of 
populär  movements.  Agnes  Bernauer  is  the  direct  result  of  these 
experiences.  In  1852  he  writes  to  Georg  Gervänus,  the  famous 
historian  of  German  literature  (Er.,  V,  p.  86):  "Das  Stück,  was  ich 
Ihnen  vorlege,  ist  im  eigentlichsten  Sinne  eine  Schmerzensgeburt. 
Längst  fühlte  ich  den  Drang,  dem  alten  deutschen  Reich  einmal 
ein  Denkmal  zu  setzen;  die  letzten  vier  Jahre,  wohl  die  furchtbarsten 
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Thus,  with  striking  realism,  Hebbel  presents  a 
truly  modern  Solution:  a  Solution  which  does  not 
consist  in  a  reconciliation  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  Word,  nor  in  the  complete  triumph  of  either  side. 
Ernst  retires  from  his  throne  a  broken  man  (cf.  p.  130, 
11.  if.),  and  Albrecht's  life  is,  under  the  circumstances, 
infinitely  harder  to  bear  than  the  death  which  closes 
the  ordinary  tragedy. 

2.   The  Characters  of  the  Drama 

The  drama  plays  against  a  background  which  is 
vividly  portrayed  with  a  few  bold  and  vigorous 
strokes.  Many  references  to  institutions  and  cus- 
toms  of  the  day  (such  as  necromancy,  tournaments, 
the  Holy  Vehme,  ban  and  excommunication)  all  call 
up  a  vi\dd  picture  of  the  medievahsm  of  the  German 
Empire  in  the  fifteenth  Century,  while  here  and  there 
we  get  a  hint  that  new  ideas  making  for  enlighten-  V^o 
ment  are  dawning.  Very  characteristically,  Hebbel 
does  not  (as  does  Shakespeare  in  his  histbrical  plays) 

unserer  ganzen  Geschichte,  haben  ihn  krampfhaft  gesteigert  und 
der  Tod  der  Agnes  Bernauer,  in  welchem  die  allgemein  menschlichen 
imd  die  höchsten  gesellschafthchen  Interessen  auf  entschieden 
tragische  Weise  zum  unentwirrbaren  Knoten  zusammen  laufen, 
bot  mir  für  mein  Gebilde  den  lange  umsonst  gesuchten  natürlichen 
IMittelpunkt."  (Cf.  also  another  letter  to  the  same,  written  in 
1853,  Br.,  V,  p.  107,  in  which  he  speaks  of  "die  wahnsinnige  Eman- 
zipationssucht des  Individuums,  die  sich  in  unseren  Tagen  bei 
Democraten  und  Conservativen  gleichmässig  äussert.") 
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delight  in  a  large  number  of  minor  characters  loosely 
connected  with  the  plot.  But  the  small  group  who 
Surround  the  main  actors  and  are  an  organic  part  of 
the  Story  pulsate  with  Hfe  and  color. 

There  is  Agnes'*  father,  sturdy,  honest,  self-respect- 
ing,  self-reliant,  with  a  sense  of  humor  that  can,  on 
occasion  become  an  excellent  weapon  —  a  typical 
burgher  of  a  prosperous  republic;  Theobald,  the  hum- 
ble  lover  of  Agnes,  faithful  to  the  death;  the  Httle 
coterie  of  personal  and  devoted  friends  who  Surround 
Albrecht;  and  finally,  Preising,  Duke  Ernst's  faith- 
ful chancellor,  who  shares  all  his  master's  confiicts  and 
griefs,  and  tries  again  and  again  to  ^ect  a  com- 
promise  that  will  save  Agnes  without  endangering 
the  realm. 

Background  and  minor  characters  together  con- 
tribute  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  struggle  in  V^ 
which  the  three  main  characters  become  enmeshedj/y" 
a  struggle  in  which  all  three  appear  guiltily  guiltless. 
For  each  of  the  three  —  Albrecht,  Ernst,  Agnes  — 
acts  in  accordance  with  his  own  highest  Ideals. 
Here  moral  guilt  is  —  more  perhaps  than  in  any 
other  drama  of  Hebbel's  —  consciously  eliminated. 
Albrecht,  like  King  Kandaules  in  Gyges  und  sein  Ring, 
is  the  exponent,  though  in  extreme  and  immature 
fashion,  of  \dews  for  which  his  time  was  not  yet  ripe. 
They  are  those  views  which,  in  modified  form,  have, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  two  centuries  and  especially 
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since  the  French  Revolution,  been  changing  the  phys- 
iognomy  of  modern  society.  We  may  formulate 
them  briefly  as  the  demand  that  the  individual  human 
being  be  considered  of  more  value  and  importance 
than  the  Conventions  raised  by  society.  From  this 
point  of  xiew  Albrecht  feels  that  he  has  the  right, 
nay  the  duty,  to  marry  the  wife  of  his  choice,  irre- 
spective  of  social  barriers  (cf.  p.  71,  11.  7).^  He  errs 
in  undcrrating  the  power  of  Convention  as  a  factor 
in  the  social  structure.  Here  the  modern  spirit 
speaks  in  Hebbel' s  judicial  attitude  towards  both 
sides  of  the  controversy.  WTiile  Schiller  in  his  Kabale 
und  Liebe  —  like  Rousseau  before  him  in  La  Nouvelle 
Heloise  —  painted  social  Conventions  as  an  unmiti 
gated  e\A\,  an  inexcusable  obstacle  in  the  road  of 
progress,  Hebbel  is  more  deeply  discerning,  in  recog 
nizing  the  function  of  Convention  as  a  necessary/ 
check  upon  precipitate  enthusiasm  which  woul4 
otherwise  tend  to  disintegrate  society. 

But  while  Hebbel  so  clearly  appreciates  Albrecht 's 
side  and  gives  him  some  of  his  own  heart-blood,  he 
makes  us  feel  as  deeply  with  the  father.  Ernst  — 
by  no  means  the  coldly  abstract  figure  adverse 
critics  have  called  him  —  wrings  our  hearts  from  the 

1  .\lbrecht's  deep  love  for  the  woman  whom  he  feels  in  every 
sense  to  be  his  destined  mate  distinguishes  the  problem  of  this 
pla}-  from  that  of  Grillparzers  Jüdin  von  Toledo  with  which  it  has 
often  been  compared.  The  two  are,  in  spite  of  some  superficial 
similarities,  ftmdamentally  diflferent. 
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first,  because  he  almost  at  once  experiences  the  inner 
conflict  which  tears  .\lbrecht  at  the  last :  the  conflict  j 
between  bis  duty  as  a  statesman  and  his  emotions 
as  a  human  being.  As  a  father  he  sympathizes  with 
Albrecht  and  Agnes,  but  as  a  statesman  he  is  com- ' 
pelled  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  his  country  and 
defend  the  stabilit}-  of  societ}'.  Hence  his  suffering 
Springs  from  moral  and  intellectual  superiority. 

Xor  can  Agnes  be  considered  in  any  sense  morally 
guilty.  At  most  she  may  be  said  to  offend  against 
social  prejudice  when.  in  spite  of  her  forebodings,  she 
allows  Albrecht  to  persuade  her  into  marriage.  She 
actually  suffers  death  because  of  her  purity  and 
unflinching  faithiulness.  For  had  she  been  wiUing 
at  the  beginning  to  Hsten  to  a  proposal  that  she 
become  Albrecht's  mistress  (cf.  pp.  43.  11.  5ff.).  or  at 
the  end  to  save  herseif  by  declaring  her  marriage 
sinful  (cf.  pp.  109.  11.  155.) — and  thus  most  subtly 
to  become  unfaithful  to  her  marriage  vows  —  there 
would  have  been  no  tragedy.  As  she  dies  for  her 
virtue,  rather  than  for  any  wrong.  Hebbel  was  quite 
right  in  calling  her  a  modern  Antigene. 

Thus,  on  the  one  band,  all  three  act  from  the 
inner  propulsion  of  their  several  natures.  They  are 
conceived,  then.  quite  in  the  spirit  of  modern  drama 
as  we  know  it  from  Shakespeare  on.  where  tragedy 
arises  from  character.  On  the  other  band,  all  are 
subject  to  a  force  l}'ing  entirely  outside  their  own 
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volition  and  even  consciousness,  a  force  that  may 
be  roughly  compared  to  the  Greek  Fate.  This  force, 
we  saw,  presented  itself  to  Hebbel's  imagination  as 
the  law  Controlling  the  march  of  civilization. 


21gnc5  3crnaucr 

<£\n  beutfd^es  Crauerfpiel  in  fünf  ^(ufsügen 

1851 

(2l(«  S3u(f)  erfc^ienen  1855) 


(S.x\tt  2luffül)rung  auf  bem  $oftI)cnter  ju  SDJünc^en 
am  25.  ^ävi,  1852 


*!]Scr  [  oncn 

(Srnft,  regicrenbcr  .'pcrjoq  ju  9)hincf}cn=iSai)cm. 

21 1  b  r  e  cb  t,  fein  (Sol)n. 

_^an^  oon  %^rcifinc\,  fein  -ftan.^ler. 

Sl^arf^all  üon  "ipappcn^ci  m,  1 

3^gnaj  oon  ®ci)faoltftorff,  9{ittcr  auf  bcr  (£cite  bcg 

I  SB  0 1  f  r  a  m  ö  o  n  ^13  i  e  n  j  c  n  a  u,        i  -.pfJ^aogö  ©nift. 

O  1 1 0  0 0 n  33 e  rn,  J 

©raflörring,  Icwxx        rv     —'xca 

cY^    .  1  (.    f  f  ^  u        «n         1  ^>tter  auf  ber  'eeite  bc6 

9Jotbftafftöon2ßcrnbcrg,  ^         ^  ,,,„     , . 

r>A    ,  /  rv  ,  -Öersogö  ^Ilbredjt. 

9tolfüongrauenl)ooen,       J 

■^an«  oon  \?  äu  b  e  I  f  i  ng,  ein  9fitter  oon  ongolftabt. 

(g  ni  c  r  a  n  91  u  ö  p  e  r  g  c  r  j  u  .ft  a  l  m  p  c  r  g,  9f irf^tcr  ju  (Straubing. 

Sofpar  33ernaucr,  33abcr  unb  tSl)irurguö  gu  3Iugöburg. 

Signet,  feine  Jocfiter. 

2f)eobaIb,  fein  ©efeUe. 

Änippelbollinger,  fein  ®coatter. 

^ermann  9törblinger,  33ürgcrmcifter  su  3Iug«burg. 

S3arbara,  1  ™..  .^^ 

mi      xt.        '  33urgcrmabcf)en. 

®  t  a  d^  u  ^,  ein  3)iener. 

3)  e  r  Ä  a  ft  e  1 1  a  n  auf  5?oI)burg  unb  Straubing. 

(Sin  ^erolb  be^  9Jeicf)ö. 

(Sin  S  e g  a  t  ber  Äirci^e. 

33o.tf,  Sfitter  unb  JReifigc  in  großen  2Jfaffen. 
Sie  ^anbiung  ereignet  fic^  jmifdjen  1420  unb  1430. 
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€rfter  2lft 

Slug^burg 

(33aber|'tube) 

Xi^tohaib  (aUcin,  einen  ^ÖIumenftrauB  in  ber  §anb),  ^d)  tüd^ 
nidjt,  toa^  ic^  tun  folL  ((Sr  ^ätt  ben  33(umen[trau6  empor.) 
3ertret'  id)  hid)?  Um  bic  fdiöncn  O^ofen  mür'ö  fc^abe, 
bie  ftnb  unf cf)ulbic\ !  £ber  übcrreicf)'  id)  btd)?  9'fem,  5 
gelDt^  nid)t,  imb  ba^3  {)ätt'  id)  if)m  gleich  gefagt,  bem 
^errn  Utigetreu,  ber  ',11  glauben  )d)eint,  bafe  ic^  feine 
S(ugen  (labe,  unb  fein  vf^er^  unb  fein  33(ut,  n3enn  —  3a, 
ha?'  niar'ö  ja!  3dl  moUtc  fie  prüfen!  Xa.  fommt  fie! 
9)tit  bem  SOJorgcnfüppdien  beei  5_^ater^!  £>,  h)ie  ha^  10 
fc^mecfen  mujs!  SSenn  bic  für  mid^  einmal  föchte, 
IC^  —  (öerbirgt  ben  Strauß) 

2.  Sscne 

5(gnc^  (tritt  ein  mit  einer  Suppe).      ©Uteu  'jffl0X%tn,  Xt)tO' 

balb! 

Xi\tobaib.    5}anfe  fc^ön,  Jungfer,  banfe  fd^ön!    SBof)!  15 
gefdilafcn? 

Stgncö.     2o  follt'  ic^  Q.ud)  fragen!    ^\)x  werbet  oft 
3 
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^erauögeflopft,  menn  fie  gerauft  \)ahtn  unb  ein  'ipftafter 
brauchen. 

Xi)Cobaih.     :t)a^^  bemerft  3l)r?  (fürfic^)  ^ä)  geb'  il)r 
ben   ©trau^    unb    bc[tel(e  alleö!     SScnn  [ie  bann  ein 
5  ®e[td)t   mac^t   unb  '^^fui  fagt  unb  mid)  an[ät)rt:  baju 
gibft  Du  bid)  ()er  — 

eignes*.     Sßaö  öerbergt  3l)r  benn  l)inter  bem  Sauden? 

Xi)cobatb  (jeigt  ben  ©traufe).     3a  fo,  ba^  t)ätV  id)  balb 
öergeffen! 
lo      5(gnc^.    %[•),  ber  i[t  fd)ön!     @ebt  il)n  mal  ^er!     (®ie 
riecht.)     SBenn  mir  bod)  auc^  einen  ©arten  t)ätten!   2Bef- 
Jen  5^amen^fe[t  i[t  benn  l)eute?     (®ie  h)itUf)n  gurüdgeben.) 

Xt)tobatb.     53e^üte,  er  gel)ört  (Sud)! 

9(gnci^.    mir?    £) ,  ha  banV  id)\    5Iber  ba  ge{)t'ö  mit 
15  (äurem  alten  O^m  inol}!  balb  ju  Gnbe? 

S;^eoba(b.     5}Ht  meinem  Dt)m? 

5(gne)j!.    ^}^un  ja,  ineil  er  [eine  SStnmen  p  öerfc^enfen 
anfängt,  ha^  pflegt  ein  Gärtner  nid)t  gu  tun,  unb  gcfauft 
l)abt  31)1*  fie  bod)  gemif)  nii^t? 
2o      Xf)co6atb.     (Sr  ift  nid)t  bon  mir! 

5(gneö.     "^JUd)!  öon  (Suc^?    SSon  mem  benn? 

2;i)eoba(b.     9Jatet! 

5igne^.     35on 5^ein,  ^Barbara  fann'ö  nid)t  fein, 

bie    fie^t  mic^    nid)t   mel)r    an,  id)    n^eif]    ätnar   nic^t, 
25  marum. 

Xt^cobalt).     @g  ift  feine  ©ie! 

9(gnc^.     kleine   ®ie?    Unb   31)r   feib'ö   and)   nic^t? 
(®ie  legt  ben  ©traufe  auf  ben  lifc^.) 


(grfter  %tt     2.  ©jene  5 

2!^co6aIb.     ©Ott  Sob,  i()r  fä((t  [on[t  tiicmanb  ein! 

5(Qnc!§.     2(ber,  bei  mu^  id)  (Sucf)  boc^  fragen 

2i)eoba(b.    'Scheltet  nur!    3<i)  tüoüt'ö  blofe  tüiffen! 

9(gnc^.    3Baö? 

TI)coba(b.    £b  3^r  öietleid)t  in  ber  ,^irc^e  nac^  if)m    5 
geblinzelt,  ober  il)m  vooi)[  gar  bei  einem  ^anje  bie  §anb 
gebrücft  Rottet! 

Signet.    2Bem  benn? 

Sfjeobalb.    Gö  ift  frf)on  gut,  menn  ^f)x  nic^t  öon  felbft 
auf  i^n  fommt!    (ßr  nimmt  ben  strauB.)    §0,  uuferer  alten  lo 
©ertrub  tüitl  ic^  i^n  ie^t  oerel)ren,  bie  folt  i^n  an  bie 
platte  ^ruft  ftecfen,  njenn  fie  auf  ben  SJJarft  l)umpelt, 
unb  firf)  mit  einem  Hniy  bebauten,  tDenu  fie  fic^  an  bem 

§aufe  Oorbei  frf)iebt!    (er[prinst.)    3(^  f bunte  iet^t 

(Gr  fingt.)  iS 

SBcnn  gtrei  fid^  bie  ^än'ot  geben 

3uugfer,  eg  ift  ein  f(f)öneö  Sieb!     (fingt lieber) 

Unb  tner  ein  guter  ©efelle  ift, 
!I^er  inirb  lüo^l  auc^  ein  DJieifter! 

Cber  ift  baö  ni(^t  tr»al)r?  20 

5(gnc^.    3^T  feib  gu  frü^  luftig!    (Spät  am  Slbenb  ift 

beffer,  alci  frü^  am  SDcorgen. 

S:f)eobatb.    Unb  bod)  fingen  bie  35ögel,  menn  fie  erma^ 

c^en,  unb  nic^t,  trenn  fie  einfd)lafen»     (Gr  fafet  i^re  ^anb.) 

5(gnc^  (jiefjt  fie  äurücf).      $©00  U»ottt  ^1)X?  25 

2^f)eobaIb.    33lo^  nad)fel)cn,  ob  —  ^i)x  f)abt  fie  mir 
einmal  gelaffen! 
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5(gnc^.    2{Iö  3^1-*  ^^tr  eine  3(ber  öffnen  folttet! 

SfjCObatb.      9^un    frei(id)!      (ßr  nimmt  bie  ^anb   lüicbcr.) 

Siefe  mein  Schnepper  feine  Spur?  3d^  mad)te  eö 
uni^efrfiicft! 
5  5lgnc!^.  3ittert  ^\)x  immer  fo  babei,  irie  bamdö? 
Xt^cohaih.  O  nein!  mir  inarb  nur  fo  munberlid),  al^ 
id)  ßuc^  mel)'  tun  fo((te.  3(ber  mie  rot  @uer  ^lut  ift! 
(für  ficfi)  Shiö  meinen  ^x'ippen  f)ätt'  id)  gern  bcn  ^erbanb 
gemacht;  menn  ber  S3ater  nid)t  babei  geftanben  iDäre! 

3.  Ssenc 

lo      ftnippclboüingcr    (ruft   in«   genfter).    ®uten    9}2orgen, 
^atdien! 

5(gnc'J.     ©Uten  5[)lorgen,  f)err  ©eöatter! 
Xfjcobalb.     3ft  ber  alte  @ecf  auc^  fc^on  ha? 
Änippelboüingcr.     3rf)  ()abe  oon  (Sucf)  geträumt! 
IS      Signet.    !^anfe  ber  (E'f)re. 

SI)coboIb.    !Con  beincm  33egräbniö  f)ätt'ft  träumen 
foKen!    T)a^  {yätf  fid)  beffer  gefc^idt. 

ftmppclboflingcr.     Äirfc^en    gab   ic^   (Suc^,   öon    ben 
großen,  fremben,  bie  id)  an  ber  9D?auer  aufjiet)e!  • 
2o      5(gnc^.     «Siub  bie  fd)on  fo  ineit? 

ftnippclbottingcr.     O  ia,  eö  fommt  ^eut  abenb  ein 
^orb  öoK  baöon  auf^  San^l^auö! 
Xi^eohaih.    T'a  n3erben  fie  gut  be5af)tt! 
ßnippclboßingcr.     Unb   mä^renb   3^r  fie   öerje^rtet, 
25  führte  ic^  (Sud)  f parieren! 


erfter  mt     3.  Sjenc  7 

X^cofiatb  (laut).    2Iuf  bcn  Älrc^f)of,  ja  rt)ot)t,  i(^  mar 
mit  babci. 

ftmppclboüinger.     SpQ^öoget,  ift  ßr  aud)  ha? 

Xt^cobaih.    S^x  tratet  auf  einen  Xotenfopf,  unb  ber 
f(^nappte    nac^   Gucf),   eö   lüor   ber    öon   (Eurer    letzten    5 
^xau\ 

Slgncä.     <ipfui! 

ßnippclboßinger.     9]ic^t  bod^,  nid^t  boc^,  'patc^en,  ein 
S3aber  mu^  fpafeig  fein,  man  miU  bod)  n^aö  f)ören,  menn 
man  ficf)  ben  33art  ober  ha^  §aar  f(f)eren  läfet.    Xer  10 
2:{)eobaIb  taugt  jum  ©efc^üft!    9hir  in  bie  £:f)ren  muf^ 
er  niemanben  fc^neibcn,  lüie  neulich  mir!    9lun,  Ö^^V,  ^ 
xi)  ^eute  leer  auö,  befomm'  icf)  baö  "^patfc^c^en  nic^t?       rr-^- 

Signet,    ^d)  1;)aht  n3ieber  bie  33tattern! 

Slni^jpetbotlinger.     ^alt  mir  baö  ni(^t  immer   öor!  15 
^un  i(f)  merbe  bic^  nac^f)er  noc^  fe()en,  benn  bie  9}lu{)me 
tt)irb  bicf)  jum  Jurnier  ab{)olcn,  ic^  \)ahc  für  *iplä^e  geforgt. 
X)aö  n)ollt'  id^  bir  eigentlich  fagen! 

5lgnc^.    S^anfe!    3^ar  mi\^  id)  nic^t  — 

Änippetboüingcr.  Qi,  eö  fommt  nicf)t  alle  3;;age.  20 
Dritter,  (trafen  unb  33arone  finb  fc^on  ^ier  in  Slugeburg 
feiten,  nun  gar  ein  ^erpg  öon  53apern  —  ber  2;aufenb, 
ba  n)irb  niemanb,  atö  ber  Scharfrichter  mit  feinen 
^reifnerf)ten  fehlen,  ber  freilief)  gute  @rünbe  ^at,  nic^t 
unter  e^rlic^en  (Sf)riftenmenfcf)en  su  erfcfieinen!  (ab)  25 
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^.  Sscne 

Xfjcobai'ö.    Xa  '()umpelt  er  t)m  auf  feinen  brei  53cinen. 
3^r  ftel)t  bod)  in  feinem  Jeftament?    "Dlun,  red)t  f)at  er, 
cei  mirb  (uftit3  ^ugetjen,  id)  freu'  mid)  and)!     (G«  roirb  etmaä 
burd^g  genfter  getnorfen.)      2BaÖ  ift  benn  baö?     ßö  flirrt  ia! 
s      5lQne^.     Sc^IüffeU 

5.  S},iim 

Söarbara  (tritt  iubidür).    Tax\  id)  fic  toieber  {)oIen? 

5(gne!^.     53arbara! 

JBarbara.    '2lg,ne^:(? 

9(gnc^.    Xu  fanift  lange  nid)t! 
lo       Barbara   (nimmt  bie  ®cf)lüf[e(  auf).     Uub    Je^t   f)ab'  ic^ 
^ier  etmaiJ  ^^u  tun!     2ie()ft  bu? 

5(gnc^.  iB3ir  maren  immer  fo  gut  miteinanber:  inaö 
{)aft  bu  jel?t  gegen  mid)? 

Sßarbara.    0,baö  bin  id)  nic^t  aKein! 
15      5(gne^.    ipeilige  9}|utter  ©otte^,  tna^  fagft  bu  ha? 

Söorbara.  Xu  fie()ft  beine  öcfpiclinnen  n)o^I  gar  nic^t 
me^r  an,  haf"^  bu  nid)t  treibt,  n>ie  fic()  bie  anfel)en? 

3(gnc!g.  ß^3  ift  n)a()r,  id)  erf)alte  meinen  @ru^  nid)t 
immer  fo  freunblic^  ^^urücf,  mic  ic^  if)n  biete! 

S^orbora.    @Iaub'^! 

5(gne'^.  '^Ibcr  bei  @Dtt,  inenn  mir  ha^  mit  einer 
begegnete,  fo  bad)t'  id):  Sie  ()at  fd)(ed)t  geträumt  ober 
fic  ift  Don  ber  3J?utter  gefd)oUen  ober  fie  t)at  i{)ren  9iing 
üerloren  — 


ßrfter  2Ift.     5.  Sjene  9 

Sarbara.    Xabd  famft  bu  benn  freiließ  gut  meg. 

5(gnc«.    S5>a^?  tu'  idi  bcnn?     3ag'^?! 

Söarbara.  Xun!  i£>ae  tun!  ^^enn'e  icf]on  [0  roeit 
gefommen  träte,  fo  mürbe  man  leicf)t  mit  bir  fertig! 

5lgnc!^.    Barbara!  5 

Söaröora.     Sag'  bocf)  einmal,  mai'um (Sie  sdgt 

auf  l^cßbatö.)     9^un,  ha  fte^t  ja  gleicf)  lieber  einer  unb 
gafft!  (ju  Jfieobalb)  91ic^t  tt)af)r,  icf)  bin  gar  nidit  bal  cu 
2Igne^)  ®ef)ft  bu  f)eute?     3um  Jurnier,  mein'  idi!     '^sa? 
9lun,  ba  lüill  irf)'ö  allen  anfagen,  bamit  fic  ',u  Saufe  10 
bleiben,  ic^  ^uerft! 

3tgnc^.    Xae  ift  ^jU  arg,  ba^^  muB  mein  53ater  miffen. 

23ar6ara.  33en)a{)re!  niemanb  reb't  bir  tr>ac>  Üblec 
nacf)! 

Stgnc^.    Unb  boc^  flief)t  man  micf)?    Xo^  miU  man  15 
mid)  au^^ftoßen? 

S8arbara.    Slgne'j,  fiel)  midi  mal  an! 

5(gne^.     )ftun? 

Barbara.  23ie  tüär'  bir  irobl  "^u  i)3cute,  rcenn  —  laf, 
une  l)inaufgel)en  in  beine  .flammer!  20 

Jfteobalb.  ^d)  miü  nid)t  im  SBege  fein,  menn  gebeic^^ 
tet  werben  foll!   (ab) 

23arbara.  ^a,  trie  h)är'  bir  ^u  93hite,  menn  bu,  h)ie 
fag'  id),  nun,  tnenn  bu  einen  gern  !)ätteft,  unb  ber  l)ätte 
nur  Slugen  für  mic^?  25 

Signet.    SBie  foll  icf)  hai  miffen! 

S5arbara.     Zo  raill  id)'e^  bir  fagen!    Tu  tt)ürbeft 

Xoc^  id)  roill  mid)  nidit  lädier lidi  macfien,  bu  n?eif>t  e« 


lo  SIgneö  33ernaucr 

felbft  rec^t  gut!  Unb  mcinft  bu,  ha^  eö  anberen  be[[er 
get)t?    (bemerft  hm  Strauß)    iIÖof)er  fOTTimt  ber? 

5lgne^.    2)aö  meiß  ic^  md)t! 

SBarbara.    5lirf)t'?    kommen  [o  oicle?    3[öenn  er  üon 

5  meinem  SSoIfram  fäme,  iä) Unb  eö  i[t  gern  mög= 

\id),  gerabe  bie  Blumen  [te[)en  in  [einem  (harten!  @e[tern 
ben  ganzen  Xag  fa^  i(^  nac^  feinem  .33etter,  siüong  mic^, 
bem  gleichgültigen  9Jlen[d)en  öerliebte  33Ii(fe  ju^un)cr[cn 
unb  barf)te,  er  mürbe  rafen.  2(benb^,  al^  mir  ^^u  ."paufe 
lo  gingen,  [tric^  er  ben  33urfc^en  felbft  gegen  mirf)  t)erau^, 
e^  mar  t£)m  rec^t  gemefen,  ic^  t)Qtte  il)m  einen  ©efalten 
bamit  getan! 

5(gnctf.    Slrme! 

Jöarbara.     Xaran  bi[t  bu  fc^ulb,  niemanb  [c^ulb,  qIö 

15  bu!     2ilö  er  bic^  noc^  nicf)t  fannte,  ^ing  er  an  mir,  mie 

eine  Ätette.     3"  ben  53ären^mingcr  mär'  er  für  mid) 

l)inabgeftiegen  unb  [)ätte  meinen  ^anbfc^u^  ^eraufgeljolt. 

Unb  nun  —  pfui! 

5(gnc^.  ^u  fd)tttft  mid),  unb  iä)  mei^  uic^t  einmal, 
20  mot)on  bu  fprid)[t! 

löarbara  (nimmt  ben  straufe).  ^^  VoUi  |d)on  baf)inter 
fommen,  id)  net)m'  it)n  mit! 

Signet.     Wlix  gkid)! 

Barbara.  5I[(en  mad)ft  bu  abfpenftig,  maö  i^nen 
2s  gef)ört!     3d)  mürbe  mid)  fd)ämen! 

5(gnc^.  Äannft  bu  fagen,  ha^  ic^  aud^  nur  einen 
anfefie? 

Sarbara.    3)aö  ift'ö  0ielIeid)t  eben!    9lonne  unb  boc^ 


< 
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feine!  ^eilige,  aber  nocf)  lücfit  im  .^immel!  ^Tie  mufe 
man  @ott  abjagen!  Xa  niuB  man  alles;  baran  fe^en! 
Gi,  fei,  mie  mir,  gucf'  auf,  fpricb,  unb  ee  mirb  ficf)  geben! 

2(gne^.     Xät'  ic^'s,  fo  rcürbeft  bu  lieber  fcfimälen!   ^^^'*^'  r-^r^ 

Sarbara.     2 o  gef)  in^^ -^l öfter,  rairfben  Scf)(eier  über,    5 
ben  niemanb  {)eben  barf!     3^)  bicf)  um  Vergebung  bit^ 
ten?    3^  Graigfeit  nic^t! 

3[gnc5i.    2Ber  nerlangt'e  bcnn? 

Sarbara.      5}?ein  33eiditDatcr!     öHaubft  bu,  id)  fam 
toon  felbftV     SIbcr  nein,  lieber  auf  (irbien  fnien!  (t)äit  ben  10 
etrauß  in  bie  §öf)e)   Xen   iuerb'   idi   ibm   ietjt   fcfienfen! 
Äennt  er  ibn  nicbt,  fo  frfiicf'  idi  bir  einen  boDpelt  10 
fcbönen!   (ab) 

2fgnc5.     Sie  tut  mir  leib!     SIber  fann  ic^'v?  änbern? 

6.  Ssene 

X^cobalb  (tritt  tüieber  ein).  Xie  \)qX  bie  arme  (i'^crtrub  15 
ja  beraubt! 

5(gnc^.     Sie  fdbeint  ben  5.^erftanb  Verloren  ',u  baben! 

S^cobalb.     Xae  mödit'  id)  boc^  nid)t  fagen! 

9lgnc^.     «So  f)ätte  fie  red)t? 

Söcobolb.  3c^  glaube  faft!  3u^gfer,  id)  fönnf  (?uc^  20 
alle  9)brgen 

7.  Sscne 

Cofpar    53cmaucr  (tritt  mit  einem  Sud)  ein,  ba§  in  ein  rote* 
Juc^  gemicfelt  ift;  ju  ^Ignee).     3a,  j«,  ja!    2Öenn  ic^  nur  nic^t 
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mit  fo(I!     5^un  gef)  ()inau[  unb  lege  bein  5letttein  an. 
Sic  blafen  |d)on  am  (^•ronl)of. 
5(flnc^.    9lein,  55ater,  id)  bleibe  gu  f)aufe! 
Gafpor  58cmaucr.    3Sie'?    2öaö?    SBarum  iüorteft  bu 
5  ^ier  benn  auf  inid)"?    (su  li)cobaib)    3ln  ben  !l)e[tiUierfoIben! 
T)aii  5euer  mirb  311  fd)ürcu  fein! 

(J^eobalb  gef)t  ab) 
G^ofpar  93ernaucr.    'Dhm? 

5(gnc^^n    isater,  all  bie  Slugen  —  e^  i[t  mir,  atö  ob 
10  mid)  gcrabe  [0  oiel  iöieiicn  [tiid)en!     Unb  (Sr  n)ei^  [a, 
[ie  [el)en  alle  nac^  mir! 

( Jf)eobalb  tritt  »rieber  ein) 
C^afpar  SBcrnoucr.     2iet)  bu  [ie   mieber  'an!     9?un, 
menn  bu  lieber  bcinen  üiofenfranj  abbeteft,  mcinetmegen! 
15  (fie^t  [td)  um,  ju  i^eobaib)  5bd)  feine  Salben  gerüljrt?    ^at 
ber  §a^n  ^eut  morgen  nid)t  gefrä()t? 

(Ificübalb  3ct)t  ans  ©efcftäft) 
5(gnc^.    33arbara  loar  l)ier,  alle  l)a[[en  mic^,  ic^  oer== 
berb'  if)nen  ben  2;ag,  tütun  iä)  fomme. 
20      C^afpar  58cmauer.    Unb  barum  millft  bu  ausbleiben? 
Üiid)td  ha\    ^ann  bürfte  ber  bc[te  9Utter  ja  aud)  nid)t 
fomnien,  benn  ber  Oerbirbt  ben  übrigen  ja  auc^  ben  Xa%. 
Unb  ber  näc^[tbe[te  ebenfomcnig,  unb  tt)er  nod),  biö  auf 
ben  letjten,  ber  nur  ^,um  Umpur^^eln  ha  ift!     Jorl)eit  unb  1^ 
25  fein  ßnbe!    .Spinauf!   (ju  Jf)eoba(b)   Unb  bu  ^ole  bie  t5lafd)e 
mit  bem  SBunbmaffer  t)erunter! 

~^^'     '  (Seibe  ab) 
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8.  Sscne 

Gafpor  SSernauer.  !Die  Suppe  iftf alt  gemorben!  3c^ 
ne{)m'ö  für  gcnoffen!  (legt  ba«  33uc^  auf  bcn  lifcft)  ^tfcfiöfUdie 
©Tiaben  ftaben  rerfit,  lüenig  bring'  trfi  bcraib?  imb  gerabc 
bte  öaiiptlad)cn  nicf)t,  bic  Dom  vSpippofratc^:^,  beim  bie 
l'inb  griec^ifc^.     3c^  ^u^  e^  |o  jurücftrogen.  ,  5 

9.  Sscne 

ßnippctbotttngcr  (tritt  f)erein).  @utcn  SDIorgen,  @et)at= 
tcr!     ?(()!     Tae  i[t  mobl  ein  33ucf)?    3a? 

6'afpar  iSernauer.  Unb  baö  i[t  roo^l  ein  funfetnage(= 
neueö  SBami^? 

Änippelboütngcr.     'Dlun,  ft)enn  alte  ?cute  nicfitö  mef)r  10 
mact)en  liefen,  mürbe  mandier  2cf)neiber  [)ungcrn!   {iki)t 
in«  iSut^)    öen-je,  mie  frauö  unb  bunt!     Unb  baö  t)er[te{)t 
3f)r,  mic  ber  ^öifcfiof? 

(Xf)eobalb  tritt  mit  ber  J^of^f  fi"  unb  tnacfit  fit^  roiebcr  ju  tun) 

Gafpar  ©cmauer.    ^si)x  müfet  immer  fragen!  15 

Ämppelboüingcr.     2S>ie  alt  hai  mo{)(  i[t? 

Gafpor  Jöcntaucr.  Seit  ber  .ßreu^^igung  unfereö  §errn 
unb  5)ei(anbc«f  3elu  (ilirifti  finb  jet^t  ücrf(of[cn_cintau[enb^ 
mcrl^mü)ertiecf)v3unb;manüa  ^\af)xc,  aber  ber  5lutor  bie]eö 
33ud)eö',  baö  i[t  ^u  fagen  ber  lU1)eber,  nämlic^  ber  5[Rann,  20 
ber  eö  gemacht  f)at,  mar  fcf)on  über  t)iert)unbert  ^saijvc  tot, 
beöor  ber  S>crr  auf  Grben  im  ^-leifcfi  unter  mvi  erfdiien. 

Änippetboüinger.     3Jcac^t  an  bie  jmeitaufenb  oQ^i'e! 
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Sodte  man^'g  glauben,  ha^^  eö  ?eutc  gibt,  bie  fold^e 
^üd^er  fo  lange  auf()cben?  @ö  ift  bocf)  fein  ©o(b! 
X)enft  nur  an  all  bie  geueröbrünfte  unb  Überfc^lrem^ 
mungen,  an  ^^eftilcnj  unb  (2cud)en!     (Siel),  fiel)! 

Gafpar  Söemaucr.     @ö  gab  immer  getel)rte  SJ^änner! 

ftmppclbüUingcr.  gi'^itid),  freilid)!  Sßaö  gab'ö  nic^t! 
$5enn  man  ba^  fo  ertDägt,  ©eoatter,  unb  gef)örig  bebenft 
—  ^a,  ja!     ^3^id)t  tmt)r'?     Sagt  felbft! 

Gafpor  Jöemaucr.    3<^  tt)ei[3  nid)t,  voa^  ^i)X  meint! 

ÄnippclboKingcr.  ^o,  ^o!  33effer,  aU  i(^!  ^amit 
fommt  3^1^  Tuir  iii<^t  burc^.  9f?un,  ftiie  3^r  n)ollt! 
2So  bleibt  benn  mein  ^^atcl)en?  Xk  SD^u^me  n)irb  fc^on 
martcn! 

Gafpor  23ernoucr.  3a,  bie  ^atte  ©rillen!  (gu  J^eobdb) 
Spring  einmal  ^^u  il)r  l)inauf!  53ring  gleid^  ha^  53e[tecf 
mit!     SSir  inerbcn'ö  braudien. 

(H)cobalb  ab) 

Ämppclbollingcr.  ^\)x  gel)t  nid)t  auc^?  Söir  fönnten 
juf  ammenrürfen ! 

(iofpar  Jöcruaucr.  Tliä)  flimmern  bei  einem  Xurnier 
nur  bie  ^Beulen  unb  SSunben,  unb  bie  frieg'  id)  l^ier  fc^on 
ju  fe{)en,  benn  man  trägt  mir  bie  Ärüppel  ^er! 

.^ntppclboßinger.  5lber  ber  ^ergog,  ber  ^cr^og  Don 
53ai)ern  — 

Gafpar  Scmoucr.  SOHi^  lüftet  nic^t  nac^  feiner 
iöefanntfd)a|t,  unb  id)  lüill.i^m  lüünfc^en,  ba\i  er  aud) 
bie  mcinige  nid)t  fuc^en  muf,,  benn  ba^u  fül)rt  nur  ein 
!j)iippenbruc^ !     §eut  abenb  ift  ba^  lt)aö  anberö. 
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^nippelboötngcr.  ^enft  Sucf),  £)mter  her  alten  Stio- 
ftermauer,  mo  mein  33etter  moljnt,  ()at  man  le^te  yiadjt 
einen  Xoten^^efunben! 

'  Gafpar  83emaucr.    Xa  ift  öiet  ^u  munbern!     .Kommen 
jemals  $Reicf)«ifne(^te  nac^  Slug^burg,  of)ne  ba^  eö  etipa^?    5 
gibt? 

Sni^jpelboainger.  SSof)I!  5Iber  biefer  ift  fo-entfte((t, 
bafe  man  i()n  gar  nic^t  me()r  erfenncn  fann! 

Gafpar  8Scrnaucr.  3o  fod  man  brei  Xropfen  [eineö 
S3Iuteg  nehmen  unb  fic  um  9}Ktternacf)t,  mit  einem  10 
gettjifi'en  Liquor  t)ermifcf)t,  auf  eine  gtü£)enbe  (5ibenfo()Ie 
träufeln.  S^ann  mirb  ber  5?erftorbene  im  ^ampf  er= 
fc^einen,  tdit  er  leibte  unb  lebte,  aber  in  burcf)fid)tiger 
©eftalt,  gleid^  einer  SBafferblafe,  mit  einem  bunfelroten 
*ipunft  in  ber  SQKtte,  ber  ba^  .^per^,  dorftellt.  15 

finippelboßinger.     (Si!  ßi!     ipabt  3^r  ben  Liquor? 

6afpar  öcrnaucr.  SBenn  ^i)v  if)n  ()ättet,  fo  ließet 
3^r'S  burd^  ben  9?atömeibel  aufrufen! 

fJLM  ^ 

\0.  Sscne 
Stgncä  fommt  im  ^u^.    X^cobalb  folgt 

ßnippclbottinger.      2ie^   ba\     (fa^t  i{)re  §anb)     5lun  20 
befomm'  icf)  fie  bocf)? 

(iafpar  58crnaucr  (ju  STgne«).  (Soll  ic^  bir  jet^^t  mit 
bem  .ftorfftöpfel  ein  neueö  @eficf)t  machen,  h)ie  jum 
2cl)önbartlaufen,  ha  bu  bae  alte  nic^t  gern  me^r 
l)erumträgft?  25 


^i6  Signet  93eniauer 

5(c{nci^.     ^ommt,  @ct>atter!' 
.U^ipvcll)üUillflcr  (füf)rt  fie  ab,  in  bcr  Züv).    SBifet  3^1%  baji 
ber  5l)nbifuö  [irf)  miebcr  üerl)cirQtet?     (Sr  i[t  je^n  3flt)r 
nitcr,  mic  icfi! 
5      (Nafpar  i^crnaucr.     3fH'  '^nt,  nur  fünf!     33iel  5?er= 
tjuügen!     ilöcmg  Üiippcnftöf^c! 

(Änippdboüinger  mit  Slgneö  ab) 

U.  Sscnc 

Gafpar   S^crnaucr.     Filter  fd)üt3t  öor  Xorf)cit  md)t! 

-9tmi,  Üafpar,  iüd)t  l)ocf)miititi,  bu  ()Qft  mo(}I  auc^  bcincn 

lo  (Sparren!   (ju  2f)eobaib)  ®ef)  mir  aud^,  aber  fei  jnr  rechten 

,3cit  luicbcr  hal     Tu  ficf)ft'ei  ja  fc^on.    ^enn  fie  einen 


forttragen 


(Iticobalb  ab) 

\2.  Sscne 

(5'afpar  93emauer  (nimmt  ta^  SBudö  tricbcr).  3^^  njid'ö 
15  nod)  einmal  iierfnd)en!  3<^  fd)äm'  mid)  bod),  eö  fo  mie^ 
ber 'anbringen!  33}af)r()aftig,  mic^  ärgert  ber  babi)(onifd)e 
Xurntbau  meit  me^r,  atö  ber  ©ünbenfaH,  benn  ot)ne  ben 
fpräd)en  n)ir  mit  unferer  einen  3unge  boc^  aud^  nur  eine 
Sprad)e,  unb  Oerftänben  unö  nid)t  blo^,  menn  mir 
20  fdjreien.  ©aö  l^at  mid^  fd^on  in  meiner  3ugenb  öer= 
br offen.  $öie  gern  mär'  x^  aU  ©efede  in  bie  meite 
SSelt  gegangen,  ob  id)  ha^  (Sin()ornticr,  ben  5?ogeI 
*!pf)önif ,  bie  3)?enfd)en,  bie  auf  iöäumen  inadifen,  irgenbino 
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5U  lcf)en  befäme,  ober  gar  in  her  Jürfei,  ino  [te  hod)  gelüiR 
öiele  unfc^ulbig  ()ängcu,  ein  ^Uräuncften  errotfcftte!     I?lber 
bann  bacf)t'  ic^  immer:     Xu  üerftedft  bie  'i'eute  [a  nic^t    • 
unb  [ie  bicf)  auc^  nictt!  unb  blieb  ba^eim!   (ab) 

(5.  S5cne 

(Verberge)  5 

Jpcrjog  Sübrctfit,  ^rctöcrr  öon  Jörring,  9Jott)öafft  üon  SBcrnbcrg 

unb  JKitter  Jyraucnbofen,  Dom  Junücr  fommenb,  nebft  iinappcn 

unb  2^ienern.     Söürgcrmcifter  9iörblinger 

5((brecf|t.  ^d)  banfe  jc^t,  ^err  ^ürgermeifter,  i(^ 
banfe  für  ba^  ©eleite !  10 

Sürgcrmeiftcr.  ©eftrenger  ^err,  ic^  fenne  weine 
W^d)t\   (ruft)  SBein  f)er!      ~ 

9lotf)f)afft  üon  5Scntberg  (jum  ^erjog).  3^r  tonnt 
if)n  nici)t  üor  bem  Irunf  ücrab|d)ieben. 

5tlbrcrf)t.     ^•rauen[)ot)en!  15 

5raucnI)ooen.     2Baö  ift'ö? 

5((brc(f)t.  ^a[t  bu  baö  9[)?äb($en  gefe'^en  —  5{ber,  bu 
mu^t  ja,  bu  mujst  ja! 

Jyrauen{)oücn.     SS^^eld^e  benn? 

mbrcd)t     2Be(cf)e!     3c^  bitte  bic^,   gef),  i^r  nac^!  20 
S>om  *i|?ferb  ^ätt'  icf)  mic^  geworfen  unb  märe  i^r  gefolgt, 

trenn  nicdt  (Gr  jdgt  auf  ben  iöürgermeiiter.j  ber  ha 

Söürgcrmctftcr  (mit  einem  i^ofd).  ©eftrenger  .^err,  bie 
reicf)i5frcie  3tabt  5(ugeburg  f)ei^t  (Surf)  nac^  ruI)mt)ol( 
beftanbencm   Xurnier  in  (Surer  63er berge  miüfommen,  25 
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unb  banft  dud),  ha^  ^s^v  t()re  ^^atrijter  einer   ^anje 
gcmürbigt  \)aht 

5(Ibred)t  (trinft).     <Ste  lebe  ()ocö,  benn  [ie  üerbient'^! 
^a,  IDO  fold)  ein  nrnnberbare^  !^id)t  ber  ®cf)önf)eit  leuchtet 

5   —  ([treift  ficf)  mit  ber  .»panb  über  bie  Stirn)  [ü,  fie  Öerbient'ö! 

(menbet  ficf))  ^•raucn(}Oüen,  bu  bift  nod)  ha? 
jyraucnlioücn.     ^^Ibcr  — 

S3ürgcrmciftcr.     il^erf)offc  bemnad^ 

5Ubred)t.     ^peute  abcnb  auf  bem  2;an3f)Qu^  —  baö 
lo  öerfte^t  [ic^!     9lid)tö   fann  mic^  jurüd^atten,  üorauö= 

gefetzt,  ha^  aud)  fie 33erjeif)t,  id^  bin  ganj  öermirrt! 

Gin  33otc  öon  meinem  5?ater  — 

öürgcrmciftcr.     ^d)  ()atte  bie  ©inlabung  nad)  2tmtö= 

pf(id)t  ju  lieber  1) ölen,  muf5  ieboc^  aU  "ißatrijier  bemcrfen: 
IS  e^  ift  nic^t  blo^  ©efc^Iedjter^Janj.    'äud)  bie  3ü"ft^ 

f  ommen ! 
5(Ibrccf)t.    3cÖ  tnoflte,  bie  gange  ©tabt  voävt  ba\ 
Sürgermetftcr.     ßmpfef)Ie  mid)  gu  ©naben!   {ab) 

\^.  Sscnc 

5(Iörcrf|t  (ju  grauenf)oben).    Unb  nun,  bu  lieber,  lieber 

20  ^er^enöfreunb,  fd)neU,  fd)nelt!     Ober  beffer:  3^r  aüe! 

T}u  bie  eine  Strafe  ()inuntcr,  bu  bie  anbere,  bu  bie  britte! 

^raucn^ooen.    3^r  gabt  mir  l^eut  morgen  ben  5luf= 

ti'ag,  bem  iffierbenberg  nad)^^ureiten!     (Sr  I)at  dud)  Sure 

^raut,  bie  ©räfin  öon  SSürttemberg,  entfüf)rt,  n)i§t 

25  3^r'ö  noc^? 
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5n6rcrf)t.    DIenne  fie  nic^t  mef)r! 

9Jot^^afft   üon   iföernberg.    3a,  unb   id)   [olfte  bem 
Söürttemberger  bie  ®c^Iü[[et  öon  ©öppingen  abforbern, 
lüeil  bie  ^eirat  biircf)  bie  (Vlucfit  [einer  Joc^ter  untnöglid^ 
gemorben  fei,  unb  alfo  ba^  9ieugelb  {)erauöge3a^tt  Serben    5 
muffe ! 

2:örring.    Unb  id^  foUte  nad)  9)?ün(f)en  ju  §of  unb 
(5urem  53ater  beibe^  mclben! 

9ttbrecf|t.  Xaö  ift  öorbei,  ba^  ift,  alö  ob'ö  nie 
geroefen  rtiäre!  3c^  iauc^je,  ha}^  ßlifabetf)  eine  Äette  lo- 
gerbroc^en  ^at,  bie  ic^  fonft  fetbft  ^crbrodien  ^aben  mürbe. 
3ci^  itiiU  nic^t  einen  !rad)5iegel  öon  Göppingen  ober  einen 
•^Pfenning  ^ur  2hu3(öfiing,  benn  icf)  fönnte  mir  ta^  ?eben, 
baö  Sltem^okn,  ebcnfo  gut  be^af)(en  laffen,  n)ie  meine 
neue  i^rei^eit,  unb  U)aö  meinen  33ater  betrifft,  fo  ftef)t  15 
mir  feit  lange  eine  ^itte  an  i()n  ^u,  unb  t>a^  foK  bie  fein: 
ha\i  er  eö  gan,  fo  oer^alten  möge,  U)ie  icf)! 

Sörring.    !t)iefer  2öecf)fel  ift  rafc^ ! 

9?otl)f)afft  üon  Söcmberg.    Unb  foftet  53at)ern  fünf= 
unb^man^igtaufenb  @u(bcn!  20 

'^ibvcdjt.    3(^  fenn'  eucf)  nicfit  me^r!     Änapp',  fäiölL 
mid^  ab,  id)   tüiil   felbft   fort,   unb    in   biefem   '^^(uf^ua, 
fc^Iepp'  i(^  einen  2cf)ii3eif  Don  |)unbcrten  f)inter  mir  I)er. 
(Gin  knappe  mtfleibet  ben  .-^er,og  beö  "il3anjcrl)embe^  ufro.) 

9(Ibrerf)t.    !I)a  liegt  ber  f)er5og!  —  ^abt  il^r  Slugen?  25 
(Lc^nata  fein  ©c^mert  ob)  Uub  ba  ber  ^Ritter !  iölumen  ^er, 
bai3  icf)  fie  Oor  if)r  auv^ftreuen  fann,  Wo  icf)  fie  finbe!  (fe^t 
ein  33arett  auf)  ^nrb  micf)  nun  uocf)  jcmanb   erfennen? 
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Sörring.  Cijnt  Sc^tt)ert?  3cber  mirb  fic^  ,^u  tnufc^en 
glauben! 

9l(brcrf)t  (inbem  er  abge{)t).      ^^-'^^l^^be,   i)üht   ©ebulb    mit 
mir!  (ab) 
5      Sörring.     begreift  i()r  ha^? 

'))loÜ)i)avit  öon  iJöcrnbcrg.  .^erjog  Srnft  mirb  Slugcn 
mac{)en!  5)er  bcfitmt  fic^  ettca^  länger,  menn  fic^'ö  um 
ben  5>crlu[t  öon  fünfunb^,lT)an^,igtau[enb  (Bulben  f)anbelt. 

5rauenl)oöcn.  33rüber,  ricf)ten  tnir  nic^t,  ha^  mir 
lo  nic^t  gerirf)tet  merben!  T)a^  I)aben  mir  alle  entitieber 
f)inter  unö  ober  bor  unö.  SBenn  il)r'ö  noc^  nid^t  lüi^t, 
fo  fet)t  i^r'^  ie^t,  n3arum  un['re  Slltöorbern  für  ha^  ^  ?*■ 
SBeib  ben  9^amen  SD^nnraufcfi  erfanben!  ^orf)  biefen  ' 
9?au[cl^  oertreibt  man  burc^g  J^rinfen,  h)ie  ben  anbern 
15  bnrc^  (Sntf)alt]amfeit;  ie  tiefer  ber  ^\xa„  }e  rafc^er  bie 
9Kid)ternt)eit!     X)arum  muffen  mir  i()m  beifte^en! 

9Zotf)I)afft  öon  SBcrnbcrg.  2lbcr  bie  abfonberIi(^en  9?e= 
ben  mollen  mir  unö  merfen,  mir  fönnen  fie  einmal  mieber 
au^fpielen,  fei'ö  auc^  nur,  um  unö  fetbft  unf'rer  v*paut 
20  gegen  it)n  ju  me{)ren.  „ipabt  i()r  fingen?  —  33Iumen 
f)er!  —  3c^  fenn*  euc^  nic^t  mel)r!"  ^amit  bclab'  ic^ 
meinen  (Sfel.  (Sammelt  i^r  auf,  maö  '^eut  abcnb  abfällt, 
benn  ol)ne  3^<^ifet  trifft  ber  neue  3lbam  feine  ßüa  beim 
%a\\\.  ^iedeic^t  ift'ö  ber  ^nget  bon  Sluggburg! 
25      Sörring.    3)er  (Sngel  bon  2tugöburg? 

9Zotf|bafft  öon  SScmbcrg.  <So  nennt  man  ^ier  eine 
^aberötodjter,  5{gneö  Peruaner,  bereu  2c^önf)eit  bie  \^o{ht 
«Stabt  berrüdt  machen  foIL    SSollen  mir  bie  ^ube  \\)Xt^ 
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33aterö  einmat  auflucöen?  SSir  fönnen  unö  bie  ^ärte 
[tu^en  laffen,  unb  mer  mei^,  ob  mir  ba^  iffiunber  bei 
biefer  ®elegenf)eit  nic^t  lu  [e^en  befommen. 

{5rOUCnf)0ÜCn.      2^0pp!      (aUe  ab) 

\5.  Ssenc 
(Öroßer  Saal  im  lanj^aufe  her  Stabt)  5 

(geftltc^  gefc^mücft  mit  ben  'ißanieren  ber  3ünftc  unb  ben  SBappen  ber 
@eicf)lec^ter.  2(benb.  3)ie  ®äfte  »jerfammeln  fic^  rafc^,  bie  3"iUt= 
meifter  empfangen.) 

Sügertnciftcr  ^ermann  9iörblinger  tommt  mit  Siotfjfjafft  »on 

SScrnberg  10 

Sürgemtciftcr.  Qa,  ^eiT  9iitter,  [0  läuft  nun  aik^ 
feit  jenem  unfetigen  Äat()arinen4lbenb,  ido  mir  ben 
*i}?öbel  mit  in  ben  9iat  aufncf)mcn  mußten,  bei  un^i 
burcf)einanbcr!  ^iferten  unb  (5rbfen  in  einem  2ncf,  ber 
Öer^og  iüirb  ha^  Slixeflauben  mlKjfam  finben;  micf)  15 
tDunbert,  hafi  er  fommt! 

9Zotf)f)afft  üon  ^embcrg.     ^i)x  l)abt  cucf)  nod)  immer  , 
nicfit  gerDöf)nt?    G^  ic^  boc^  fcf)on  lange  f)er. 

93ürgcrmciftcr.  9loc^  nicfit  tauge  genug,  ba^  bie  ^off= 
nung  auf  bie  9xücffef)r  ber  guten  alten  3^it  fd)on  gan^  20 
erfticft  fein  lo((tc.  2e()t  ben  Xicfcn  ha,  hai^  ift  ber 
3unftmeifter  ber  33äcfer,  ber  macf)t  bie  (5f)rc  ber  (Stabt. 
<2ef)t  bocf)  ^in!  2Benn  er  bem  anfommenben  ©aft,  ben 
er  ^,u  begrüf^en  f)at,  nicf]t  mit  feinem  2tierfopf  ben  53ruft^ 
faften  einfloßt,  fo  jerfrfjmettert  er  einem  fc^on  anmefenben  25 
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ganj  fidjcr  burcf)  bcn  ^Iral.^fu^  boö  Schienbein!  2öai< 
[agt  3f)r?  3ft'ö  nid}t,  dö  menn  ein  *5)?ferb  auö[cf)lügc'? 
Unb  ha'§>  foKte  man  gctr>b()ncn! 

9iotI)t)afft  öon  Söcrnbcrg.     3()t^  f)ättet  eurf;  Keffer  totly 

5  rcn  [oKcn! 

23ürgermctftcr.  SBir  n}nrben  überrumpctt!  Äaijer 
nnb  9icicf)  I)ättcn  unö  bcffcr  bci[tcf)cn  [oHen!  2öaö 
nötigte  bie  DJJajcftät,  bcn  üermalcbcitcn  3unftbrief,  bcr 
unö  abgeklungen  luurbe,  {)interl)er  mit  !^\)vcm  Siegel 

lo  gu  oerfe^en?  2öir  Ratten  genug  gu  tun,  ba^  mir  un';^ 
nur  nid)t  [elbft  unter  bie  2J?e^gerunb  .^anb[c^u^mad)cr 
aufne{)men  la[[en  unb  unfere  alten  5^amen  mit  neuen 
üertau[c^en  mußten.    Senn  ha^  mürbe  Der  langt 

\6.  Sscnc 
^roucn^oticn  unb  Xörring  fommen 

IS  ^raucn^oücn.  I^a  [tet)t  ber  ^ürgermeifter,  bcr  fann 
eö  unö  fagen!  (tritt  sum  S3ürgermeifter  ^eran)  3ft  CO  mafir, 
U)ic  man  im  9tei(^  crjätjU,  ba'^  ber  Soben  üon  5lugö= 
bürg  feine  Statten  butbet? 

Sürgcrmctftcr.     ©emiß  ift  eö  ma^r,  man  trifft  bieg 
20  Ungeziefer  nimmer!    T)a^  Voav  fdion  fo  gu  bcn^^^iten 
beö  3)rufug. 
Xörring.    Äurioö! 


J 
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^7.  53ene 
(Zxompckn) 

Sürgcrmctftcr.     Seine  ©naben  ber  §^^509!   (eitt  jum 
(Singang  unb  begrüßt  ben  eintretenben  ©erjog  2IIbred)t) 

5((6rcc^t  (tritt  ju  grauen^oöen,  Xörring  unb  9lot^^afft  öon  9Bern= 
berg  fieran).     1)a  fetb  i^r!  5 

Jraucn^oöcn.     iß>ir   f)abcn   ben    ganjcn   ^tocfimittag 
gejuckt  — 

2(t6re(^t.    Unb  gefunben  — 

S^^ot^fiafft  üon  SScmOcrg.     (Jben  jefet! 

5tlf)rctf)t.    2)Hcf),    meinft    bu!     C,    föftlic^er    ^unb!  10 
^d)  bebanfe  mic^! 

^rauenfiooen.     3<^  ftric^  allein  unb  — 

5((6re(^t.     (Eö  ging  bir  bcffer,  mie  mir?     Xu  ent= 
becfteft  i^re  Spur! 

5ltbrcd)t.     SK^arum  trefft  id)  bic^  erft  jefet? 

^roucn^oocn.     Xie^  9?läbcf)en C !   SSofjt  fiattct 

3^r  recf)t,  un^  ^^u  fragen,  ob  mir  5Iugen  Ratten! 

Srrbrcc^t.     Xu  liebft  [ie  auc^? 

j^raucn^ooen.     .ßönnf  ic^  anbere?  20 

S(t6rc(^t.  ^rauen^onen,  ha^  i[t  ein  großeö  Unglücf! 
^d)  glaub'ö  bir,  baß  bu  nicf)t  anberö  fannft,  eö  märe 
3öaf)n[inn  üon  mir,  menn  ic^  öerlangte,  tai^  bu  entfagen 
[o((te[t,  ^ier  ^ört  bie  ?e^nepf(ic^t  auf.  2(ber  mabrlid), 
auc^  bie  ^reunbfcfiaft,  l)ier  beginnt  ber  £ampf  um  l'eben  25. 
unb  Xot,  l^ier  fragt  fic^'ö,  in  meffen  2Ibern  ein  Xropfen 
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33Iutö  übrig  bleiben  [oll!  T)u  läcl)el[t?  ?äc^le  nic^t! 
äßenn  bu  baö  nid)t  fül)l[t,  lüie  ic^,  fo  bi[t  bu  nicl)t  mert,  fie 
an5u[el)en! 

J^rauenfioöcn.  Xie[e  pecf)[c^n3Qr5en  5lugcn  —  unb  n)ie 
5  [ie  ben  S^aia  trägt,  red)t,  um  [irf)  baran  auf^i.l)üngeti  — 
unb  öor  ollem  biefe  faftanicnbraunen  ^aare  — 

«ribrerf)t.  ^-afclft  bu?  ©olbne  i'ocfen  [inb'ö,  bie 
fid)  um  il)re  2tirn  ringeln  —  bemütiger  ujarb  nie  ein 
'binden  gefenft,  unb  il)re  fingen  fbnnen  nid)t  fd)n)ar5  fein! 
lo  91ein,  nein,  n)ie  9J?eereöIeuc^ten  traf  mic^  il)r  'Btxatji,  tok 
3}?eere^leud)ten,  boö  plöt^lic^  frcmb  unb  n}nnberbar  auö 
bem  fanften  blauen  (Slement  auf^iUdt  unb  ebcnfo  plö^lid) 
mieber  erlifc^t! 

^raucnl)ot)Ctt.  ©näbiger  ^err,  id)  mei^  nid)t^  öon 
15  i^r,  eö  mar  ein  Sc^er^,,  ben  3l)r  bem  luftigen  Ort,  wo 
mir  un^  befinben,  üer3eil)en  mögt! 

5n'lired)t.  So  fliel)!  ^•liel)t  alle,  ha^  nic^t  (grnft 
barauö  mirb,  fürd)tcrlic^er  (Srnft;  benn  id^  fage  eu(^, 
bie  fief)t  feiner,  o^ne  bie  ^bc^fte  ®efal)r! 

20  3(gne5  erfc^eint,  üon  6o)>ar  SBcrnouer  unb  ^nippclbotlingcr  begleitet 

5Ubrct^t  (auöbrec^enb).     !3)aiftfie! 
9Jot{)(jafft   üon  Söcrnbcrg  unb   ^^ouenljoocn   (jugleic^). 
2öunberfd)ön,  bav5  ift  mal)r! 

Sörring.     Unb  ber  Gngel  üon  Slugöburg,  ba^  ift  auc^ 
25  n)al)r!    !Dort  fte^t  ia  ber  !i>atcr! 
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9((6recf)t.     .ftcnni't  bu  fic? 

Jörring.  dJlan  nennt  [ie  f)ier  allgemein  ben  Gngcl 
Don  Slug^burg.  2ie  t[t  bie  Joc^ter  eincö  ißaber^, 
gnäbiger  $)txxl  SSir  ließen  unc-  Dorf)in  bie  iöärte  bei 
i()m  [tu^en.  (Gr  ^eigt  auf  feinen  iBart.)  3e^t  3^r?  Ter  5 
5Dlann  i[t  ge]d)icft,  nid)t  ma(}r?  (£'?  fönnte  bem  Gurigcn 
aucf)  nid)t  fc{)aben!  (Sr  tritt  auf  bie  ®ruppe  ^u.)  ©Uten  Slbenb, 
9)?ei[ter,  ha  fe^en  n)ir  unö  icf)on  rcieber! 

(iafpar  93entaucr.    55iel  Gf)re  für  mic^! 

9(Ibrecf)t    (folgt,  ^u  3tgne^).     3ungfrau,    maruni    erteilt  10 
3f)r  auf  ben  Xurnieren  nid)t  ben  Xanf?     ^a^  buvd) 
Gure  öönbe  ge()t,  ift  ebler  alö  ©olb,  unb  föftlicfKr  ale 
(^belftein,  toär'e  aucf)  nur  ein  grüner  S'^^^^S/  öom  nättften 
iöufcö  gebrorf)en! 

Gafpar  23ernoucr.     SDIeine  Xocf)tcr  ift  an  folc^e  hieben  15 
mcf)t  gen)ö{)nt,  gnäbiger  .Sperr;  fragt  fie  au^^  ben  fieben 
.^auptftücfen  unferee   a({er^eiligftcn  ©tauben^?,  unb   fie        a~i-<i^ 
lüirb  nic^t  Derftummen! 

5(gnc^.    "^aiid^t  borf),  33ater,  ber  Öerpg  bon  ^at]ern 
Xüili  feine  Sraut  fo  anreben  unb  macfit  bei  ber  i8ürgcr^?=  20 
toc^ter  öon  3lugeburg  nur  bie  '^^robe! 

Gafpar  58crnauer.  SS obtgef proeben,  SIgnee,  aber  ',um 
5lntmorten  t)aft  bu  feine  iBoUmacbt,  barum  hank  Seiner 
^ürftlicben  (Knaben  für  bie  öerablaffung  unb  fomm! 

5nbred)t.     233arum,  ftörriger  5Uter'?    '?^ocf)  i^abt  icf)  25 
ja  faum  ben  Jon  i^rer  (Stimme  gef)ört,  noc^  famen  bie 
t>ierunb5rt)an^,ig  ^ucbftabcn  nid)t  alle  über  i{)re  Vippen! 
(abgemanbt)     ^a,  icf)  föunt'  fie  bitten:   fpric^  biee  ÜSort 
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au^,  ober  ba^,  ober  jene-?,  nid)t  beö  ©innö  tüegen,  nur 
bamit  id^  erfa{)re,  mit  lüie  üict  SDluftf  beiti  9[>hinb  eö 
be[(f)enft!  (ju  Safpar  Sernauer)  3{)r  ge^t  boc^?  '2o  mü^t 
3^r  mir  geftatten,  (iud)  lu  begleiten!  (Suer  ©chatten 
5  rtjeid^t  e!)er  tion  (Suren  Schritten,  aU  id)! 

Gafpar  JScnmuer.  ßure^gleid^en  njürbe  neibifd^  n3er= 
ben! 

Sörring    (fafet  Safpar  Sernaucr  unter  bem  2(nn).     53at)ernÖ 

.^erjog  ()at  f)ier  feinceigleicfien  nid)t! 

lo  (ßr  fü^rt  i^n  ab,  ^3{ot()l)ayft  öon  SBernberg  gefeilt  [ic^  ju 

Änippelbolliuger  unb  folgt) 

5((brcd)t  (',11  ?(gne^,  bie  ebenfalls  folgt  unb  fic^  i^rem  35atcr  ju 
näf)eni  fucf)t).  9J?äbcf)en,  id)  täufc^te  ■  mic^  nid)t,  bu  ^aft 
l^eut  morgen  nad)  mir  gefef)en.  ©alt  ber  ^lid  mir  ober 
15  meinem  oene^ianifc^en  .^elmbufc^? 

Slgnc!^.  3d)  gitterte  für  (2ud),  gnäbiger  ^err,  3^r 
f Grautet 'jU  mir  l)crü/)er  unb.  rittet  gegen  ben  ^einb,  ic^ 
bad)te,  S^x  müßtet  Schaben  nef)men! 

9nbrcd)t.    Unb  ha^  irar  bir  nic^t  gleid)gültig?    (®ie 

20  berücren  ficf),  ncbft  hm  anbcrii,  im  ©etüimmel.) 

iöarbara  (mit  ilfcjrttja  unb  anberu  'JJiöbdien  ^erüortretenb).    §0, 

!)a,  bn!     Sagt'  iä)'^  euc^  nid)t,  baf,  eö  beffer  fei,  ju 

§au[e  5U  bleiben?    9hm  freut  eud),  loenn  if)r  fönnt! 

9JJart()a.     ©i,  bie^  ift  ja  gut!     SSenn  ber  -Sperjog  fie 

25  mitnimmt,  ftef)t  fie  un^  ebenfoinenig  mel^r  im  SSege,  qIö 

tnenn  fie  gen  .^immel  fä^rt! 

23arboro.  gintnimmt!  2Bo  benft  3^r  r)in!  @r 
mirb  fie  fd)on  I)ier  laffen!     21  ber  fie  n)irb  noc^  im  SBert 


/ 
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[teigen,  nun  aucf)  er  genicft  hat!     2d)t  Giicf)  nur  um, 

mie  a((e^  gucft  unb  flüftert!     (getjen  oorüber) 

(O?otf)^afft  Don  äBernbergi  fommt  mit  .ßutppelboUinger,  if)m 
tritt  entgegen:) 

SBürgcrmetftcr  9ZörbIingcr  (mit  einem  ^röulcin).  ^err 
■Hittcr  — meine  ^afe,  Juliana  "^eutinger  —  fie  f)at  be^5 
Äaifere  ^l^jeftät  fcfton  ale  tiicrjdfirige«  3ungfräu(ein  im 
i)Jamen  be^?  )Rat^  mit  tincr  flcincn  (ateiniidicn  Oicbc 
begrüßt!  3c^  mbcfite  [ie  3einer  (Knaben  gern  auf= 
fut)rcn! 

9lotf)f)afft  üon  5öcrn6erg  (mit  i^m  roeitergcficnb).  S^ac^^er, 
Öerr  ^ürgermeifter,  nacftber!  (icife)  ^Ter  ^er^^og  ift  Don 
bcn  iöürgern  fo  roarm  empfangen  morben,  fie  heben  iid) 
bie  .fteble  faft  abgefd}rien,  3l)r  fet}t,  er  bezeugt  fic^  banf= 

bar!     (gefien  Dorüber) 

'5übrccf)t  (fommt  mit  3Ignc^).  '?hm  fpricf)  aucfi  bu!  ©a^3 
fagft  bu  ba',u? 

5(gncv.,  i^tir  ift,  ali?  bort'  icfi  eine  Öeige  mein",  füß 
flingt'^:',  aucb  tritumt  ficb'vj  fcbön  babei. 

"JCIbredit.     3cf)  frage  bicb,  ob  bu  midi  lieben  fannft! 

'iJlgncv.     Xo'?  fragt  eine  3"ürftentod)ter,  boc^  nid)t  micf)! 

Sliaredjt.     C  fprtd)! 

eignes!.  2rf)ont  mic^,  ober  fragt  micb,  inie  man  ein 
arme^?  '11?enfrf)enfinb  fragt,  üon  bem  man  glaubt,  ba\^  ein 
ungebeure?  Unglücf  e^  treffen  fönne! 

mbvcdft.    Xiee  ilBort  — 

9(gnc^.  ?egt^^  nid)t  au^,  id)  bitf  Gudi,  ^,ief)t  nte=^ 
manbem  bie  §anb  meg,  irenn  er  fie  über  bie  iöruft  t)ä(t. 
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Gafpar  ScmOUCr  (bcr  mit  lömng  gefolgt  ift  unb  fl(^  Slgnc«  -gu 
nähern  fucfit).    SDJorgen,  §err  ©raf,  morgen! 

ftnippelliottingcr   (ber  mit  9tott)^afft  oon  SScmberg  neben  hm 

bciben  ge^t,  ju  Jörring).    (Smeti,  ber  boö  S3lut  bcfprad^/  bobe 
5  id)  fc(b[t  gefannt. 

5(Ibre(f)t.    3(gneö,  bu  öerfennft  micf)!    ^d)  liebe  bic^! 

(Jafpar   Jöcmaucr  (tritt  jmifd^en  beibc).     Äomm,  mein 

£inb!    5(uc^  bu  ()a[t  (S{)re  ju  öerlieren!  ((Sr  »iiLfie  abfüfircn.) 

5((6rccf)t  (certritt  i^m  ben  2Beg).     3c^  üebc  fie,  aber  icf) 

lo  njürb'^  i^r  nimmer  gcfagt  l)aben,  roenn  id)  nic^t  ^inju^ 

fügen  voolitt:  id)  tüerb'  um  fie! 

^fJotli^afft  öon  Söcrnöcrg.    ©nübiger  §err! 
3^rouen()oüen.    2{lbred)t!     ^ennft  bu  bcinen  33ater? 
^örring.    T:mtt  an  Äaifer  unb  IDJeid)!     3f)r  feib  ein 
IS  SBittetöbac^!    @ö  ift  nur  gur  (Erinnerung. 

5nbre(^t.    ^lun,   5IIter,   fürc^teft   bu  noc^    für    i^rc 

ßafpar  SScrnoucr.    92ein,  gnöbiger  ^err,  aber 

3Sor  fünfzig  3al)ren  t)ätte  fie  bei  einem  furnier  nid)t  ein- 

20  mal  erfc^eincn  bürfen,  oI)ne  geftäupt  ju  iDerben,  benn 
bamalei  Ujurbe  bic  Jod)tcr  beö  sfenneö,  ber  bem  9?itter 
bie  £nod)en  lüicber  einrenft  unb  bie  Söunben  \)dU,  nod^ 
äu  ben  Uncf)rUd)cn  ge^äfitt.  @ö  ift  nur  jur  ©rinne^ 
rung ! 

25  5l(bred)t.  Unb  nac^  fünfzig  3a^ren  foH  jeber  (Sngel, 
ber  i^r  gleicht,  auf  (Srben  einen  2;t)ron  finben,  unb  f)ätte 
i^n  einer  inö  ?eben  gerufen,  ber  bir  nod)  bie  ^anb  füffen 
mu^.     S^afür  foll  mein  5^cifpiet  forgen! 


Grfter  2Ift.     18.  Sjcne  29 

^yrauenfjoücn.  Gr  ift  ocrrücft!  (ju  2librecf)t)  91ur  ^ier 
md)t  raeiter,  nur  t)eute  nirf)t!  Slllee  mirb  aufinerffam 
unb  auf  ieben  ^all  muß  ic^  2ac^e  geheim  bleiben! 

5(Ibred)t  (ju  ßafpar  igemauer).  Xaxj  icfi  morgen  tom^ 
men"? 

(?afpar  Sernaucr.  3Benn  icf)  auc^  nein  jagte,  lüae 
()ü(te  eö  mir? 

'}iibvcö)t.    Slgnee? 

3(gnei5.  5©er  rief  mir  bocf)  beute  morgen  ;u:  gcli  ine 
.^lofter?  2}Hr  beucf)t,  id)  fe()e  jet>t  einen  jvinger,  bcr  midi 
bineinmeift! 

5übrcdit.  Xir  [dnninbelt!  .^alt  bid)  an  midi!  Unb 
ob  bie  ©e(t  fid)  bret)t,  bu  roirft  fefli'teben! 

Gafpar  Semaucr.     ©näbiger    ÖeiT,    mir   beurlauben 

un^l  2;ie  fällt  mir  fonft  um!  (ab  mit  5Igne«  unb  iinippeU 
bottinger) 

5(Ibred)t.     3c^  rnufe  —  (toitl  folgen). 

IJraucnbooen.  deinen  3d)ritt!  3^retrDegen,  menn 
nid)t  beinetmegen. 

5nbred)t.     ^u  fannft  red)t  l)aben! 

J^raucnboocn.  2prid)  jetjt  auc^  mit  anberen!  2prid) 
mit  allen!     Unb  lange,  ic^  bitte  bic^,  lange! 

5llbrccf)t.  3c^  f)ätte  fo  gerne  nod)  meinen  'DIamen 
oon  il)ren  Sippen  get)ört!     Xod)  —  iner  roill  benn  auc^ 

3Seif)nac^t,  Cftent  unb  "j^fingften  auf  einmal  feiern! 

((Sr  mifc^t  fic^  unter  bie  übrigen  ©äfte.  3t)m  tritt  Säürgenneifter 
9?örblinger  mit  bem  Jraulcin  entgegen.) 
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gtücitcr  2lft 

Slug^burg 

\.  Sscnc 

(Verberge.    grüf)er  SJiorgen) 

9lotf|f|afft  tjon  SBcrnöcrg.      !^ie  Sac^c  tüirb  crnft. 

2;örrtng.      2e()r  crnft!      Ä  i^inie   ftef)t  auf  ^luei 
5tugen  — 
s      ^roucn^oöcn.    Xa^  hoä)  nid^t!    5luc^  ^er^og   2ßU- 
t)elm  {)at  einen  (So^n! 

^^örring.  I^cx  fd)mad)  unb  fied)  ift  unb  faum  öier 
3al)re  dt.  ipabt  3t)r  ba^  ^ammerbilb  nie  gefe^en?  ^d) 
rnei^,  lüQ^  id)  fage.  Xk  *i)JMnd)ner  l'inie  fte^t  fo  gut,  n)ic 
jo  auf  gmei  Singen,  unb  »enn  eö  unö  nic^t  gelingt,  5llbred^t 
öon  feinem  toUen  aiort)aben  ab^,ubringen,  fo  s^ugt  er 
ilinber,  bie  nic^t  einmal  ben  unfrigen  ebenbürtig  finb! 
3Sai<  nnrb  bann?  ©c^on  fe^t  ift  ^at)ern  in  brei  Steile 
gerriffen,  mie  ein  ^^fannfud)en,  um  ben  brei  hungrige 
15  fid)  fd)Iugen;  foll'^  gan^^  :iugrunbe  gcV-U?  Unb  baö  mirb 
gefd)el)en,  tuenn  lüir  bicei  Ungliid  nid)t  öer{)inbern  fönnen. 

9lotI)f|afft  Don  Söcrnbcrg.  !Daö  ift  ma^r!  33on  allen 
(Seiten  iDürben  fie  I)cranrüden,  oergilbte  '^^.^fanbbriefe  auf 
ber  ^anjenfpit^e  unb  t»crmobertc  3?crträge  auf  ber  5at)nen= 
2p  ftange,  imb  lr>eim  fie  fid)  lange  genug  gekauft  unb  gerauft 
I)ätten,  mürbe  nac^  feiner  Söeifc  ber  Äaifer  zugreifen, 
bcnn  n)ä()renb  bie  33ären  fid^  gerrei^en,  fd^nappt  ber 
SIbtcr  bie  ^eute  ineg. 
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S^örring.    Sllfo  la^t  unö  üorbeugen! 

g^rouenfioöcn.  SIber  h)ie?  55erge^t  nic^t,  ba\i  er 
ebenfoöiel  melfc^eö  53tiit  im  Seibe  l^at  atö  beutfd^eö,  unb 
üielleid^t  nod^  einige  tropfen  met)r!  ^d^  [age  eud^,  irenn 
i{)r'ö  noc^  nid^t  toif^t,  bie  3)hitter  ift  ntäd^tig  in  i^m,  unb  5 
njenn  i^r  i^im  nicf)t  neue  5Iugeu  einfe^en  fönnt,  ha^  i^m 
baö  Schöne  ^ä^Iic^  üorfommt  unb  ba^  ^ößlic^e  [d^ön, 
fo  ricbtet  it)v  nic^tö  bei  i^m  auö.  3^r  {)ättet  i^n  biefe 
'))lad)t  auf  benr  Heimgang  f)ören  joden!  Unb  ift  e^  bcnn 
nid)t  aud)  'mat)x?  SSer  fann  fic^  rütimen,  einen  folc^en  10 
(Sngel  gefef)en  gu  {)aben,  ef)^  er  nac^  Slugöburg  fam? 

2:örrtng.  ©laubt  i^r  benn,  icf)  bin  ber  yiavx,  ber 
baö  %tmx  befprerf)en  tüill?  Xaö  fällt  mir  nic^t  ein! 
3[)kg'e  brennen,  biö  eö  5lf(^e  ift,  tnaö  fümmert'g  mic^. 
5{ber  i(^  benfe,  bie  ^al^rung  n^irb  biefem  geuer  ettna^  15 
billiger  gu  faufen  fein,  aU  mit  J^ronen  unb  fronen! 
3um  Xeufel,  ift  benn  2Itbrec^t  nicf)t  aud)  fo  ein  SScib 
trert?  ^a]it  mic^  nur  machen!  ^d)  fage  euc^,  eö  finb 
tüQcfre  3)Zenfc^en,  üernünftige  ?eute!  ©taub  ber  2tlte 
nic^t  geftern  abenb  ha,  atö  ob  fic^  i^m  ber  ßrsengel  20 
9}?ic^ael  gum  ßibam  antrüge?  Unb  ha^  9}Jäbrf)en  — 
fcfiaute  fie  nic^t  brein,  aU  ob  fie  gum  ^'^i^O^Ti  aufgeforbert 
tüürbe,  anftatt  gum  Spangen?  ©ebt  nur  ac^t,  id^  bringe 
alleö  inö  ©leicfie!    (ab) 

^raucn^otJcn.    3)er  irrt  fic^!    3n  35Qter  unb  Sod^ter,  25 
rtiie  im  ^ergog! 

^otf}i)a^t  öon  SScmbcrg.    5lber  inö  ©elüiffen  muffen 
mir  i()m  reben! 
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32  5lgm^  33crnauer 

J^raucnfjoöcn.      SSarmu?    Um  cö   Oittan   ^,u^  ^abcrt, 
Tiicf)t  h3al)r,  mcnn  mir  bcrcinft  ^,ur  ^vcd)cnfcf)aft  01^509011       ; 
lücrbcii!     iöorg'  bir  bic  ''l^ojaime  bcö  iütigften  @erid)t^     . 
unb  öerW«^,  ob  bii  Öc()ör  bei  il)m  finbeft.     3c^  bin      1 
5  sufrieben,  irenn'«^  nur  cin[tmcilcn  gcl)eini  bleibt,     ßr  ift 
beim  faulen  ilBenjel  in  %H'ng  auferjoc\en  Sorben,  unb  roa^ 
bor  bei  ©eigene  unb  Jvlötenflang  in  il)n  t}ineingefä't  ^at, 
bog  bringt  @ott  fetbft  nic^t  trieber  l)eraug! 

2.  Sscne 

5(l6rctf)t  (tritt  ein).     S^uu,  greuube?    2Bqö  [agt  i^r  ju 
10  bicfem  5Jiorgcn,  ber  bie  gan^^e  3KeIt  öergolbetV    ^i(i}t 

)val)x,   ben   ()ätt'   man   nidjt   fd)i)ner   beftellen   fönnen? 

?tber,  mie  [tel)t  il)r  benn  ba?    Sllö  ob  i^r  augenbiidlic^ 

ini^  @efed)t  folltet  unb  euren  legten  SBillen  noc^  über= 

backtet! 
15      9iotI)()afft  üon  3Scrnberg.     T:a  1)0]]'  id)  anberö  auä= 

^5ufel)en,  obgleich  id)  feinen  5>ater  mel)r  f)ahc,  ber  mic^ 

tniebcr  l)crauöl)aut,  menn'ö  ju  arg  inirb,  n)ie  3l)r! 
5(Ibrcd)t.     3a,  ba^  ift  )va{)v,  ha  t)ab'  iä)  einen  33or= 

jug  oor  eud).     3d)  barf  bem  Xobe  fed  in  ben  9?ad)en 
20  fpringen,   inie   bie   SQMuö   bem   Jörnen.    9^oc^   jlnifdjen 

£auen  unb  2d)luden  rei^t  mid)  ber  lieber  l)erauö,  ber 

micf)  gemad)t  l)at. 

9JotI)l)afft  üon  $öcrnberg.     Xa^  Ijabt  3^r  bei  Silling 

erfal)ren!     Söäre  er  nicl)t  geinefen  — 
25      %ibvcd}i.     So  mürbe  mein  erfter  ^ampf  aud^  mein 
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Kelter  geblieben  [ein,  unb  id^  l^ätte  nie  gehört,  iDie  [ü^ 
bie  (Siegötvompete  tönt;  Voa^  reb'  ic^,  ic^  ptte  5lgne^ 
nie  erblicft! 

9Jotf)I)afft  üon  Söernbcrg.    5Igneö! 

9(tbrcc^t.    O,    ic^   bin   i^m   3)anf   [c^utbig,   unenb=    5 
ticken  Tant,  mefjr  X:ant,  n>ie  irgenb  ein  anberer  <öol)n 
bem  [einigen! 

9Jotf|^afft  oon  Söcrnbcrg.    ^ü^t  3^r'g? 

5Ubrcd)t.     er[t  [eit  ge[tern  ganj!    T)k^  5Iuge,  baö 
ic^  je^t  [reitt)i[(ig  [c^üe^en  möd)te,  tüie  ben  9}hmb,  Vöenn  10 

er  [eine  Äir[c^e  {)at gebrod)en  nnb  mit  Sanb  öer^ 

[d)üttet  tt)ürbe  eö  ot)ne  if)n  ia  läng[t  ha  liegen,  ein  Spiegel, 
ber  5er[(^tagen  roarb,  beoor  er  baö  53itb  noc^  au[[angen 

fonnte,  baö  er  [e[t^alten  [oUte,  nnb  bieö  ^er^ bie 

'Stunbe  roirb  fommen,  tno  i()r  mic^  t)er[te^en  fönnt,  bann  15 
mef)r!  Se^t,  menn  eud^  auä)  einmal  n)irb,  atö  ob  [irf) 
lOKIIionen  Sippen  in  eud^  auf  täten,  unb  alle  [augcn 
sollten  —  ftienn  il)r  nid}t  mc()r  iniRt,  ob'^  Suft  ober 
®(f)merj  i[t,  maö  euc^  bie  Seele  im  SBirbel  ^erumjagt  — 
trenn  euc^  bie  33ru[t  5er[pringen  inifl  unb  if)r,  öon  ^^roft  20 
unb  $itje  jugleic^  ge[rf)üttelt,  ^meifelnb  au^^ruft:  bocf) 
mo^l  ?uft,  ia,  n3ol)l  ?u[t,  3Sol(uft!  unb  bieö  bunfle  SBort, 
n)ie  ic^,  nun  auf  einmal  begreift,  inbem  i^r'ö,  [(^toinbelnb 
Sh)i[c^en  geben  unb  Xob,  mit  eurem  legten  5(temjug 
nad)[d)afft  —  bann  — •  bann!     (5l)cr  nid)t!  25 

9iotl)l)afft   öon   Söernbcrg.    Önäbiger    §err  —  eine 
33itte! 

^llbrcc^t.     SBaö  ift'ö? 
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9?otf)f)afft  öon  Söcrnbcrg.  Stellt  (guc^  Suren  3?atcr 
cimnat  oor. 

5((brcd)t.     ^hm? 

li^fütljljafft  üon  Si)cntbcrg.    3lber  re(^t  beuttic^,  mit  bcm 

5  ©cfic^t,  baei  er  \)at,  rocnn  er  einem  einen  ^T^nnfit  nicf)t  blof? 

nb[(f](a(\cn,  fonbern  in  ben  $)a(^  ^^miicfiagcn  miK,  fo  bafs 

man  il)n,  mcnn  man  um  iponigbirnen  tjefommcn  i[t,  um 

(Stodprügel  anlpricf)t! 

•Jtlbrcdit.     OHit! 
lo      '!)iütl)I)offt  üüit  ÜiVrnbcrg.       2e{)t  3f)V' if)i^?     2o  fragt 
ßud),  ob  Csl)i'  i^ii^  bom  Spiegel  unb  üom  3ßirbe(  unb 
t)on  l'uft  unb  2dmierj,  unb  bon  Seben  unb  Xoh  üor  i()m 
nncbcrf)oIen  mbditet! 

5übrcd)t.     isor  i^m?    3a-     3^)   ')aöe  eine  9Jhitter 
15  ge()abt!     5>or  (Sud)'?    ^lic^t  um  bie  a^elt! 

9totI)i)afft  oon  üTi^crnbcrg.  (Sure  Mutter  mar  eine 
*iprin^,ef[in  Don  i)tai(anb! 

5(lbred)t.     Unb   follte   jic   meine   93?utter  nid)t   aud) 
geworben  [ein,  inenn  [ie  feine  '^^^rin^^effin  oon  9)?ailanb 
2o  gemefen  märe?     3ie  mar  ha^  5l}hi[ler  eineö  SBeibeö  — 
t)ätte  ba^  nid)t  genügt? 

^J?ütt)t)afft  üün  S.l^crnbcrg.    3<^  gmeifle!    35Jenn  aber  — , 
fo  mürbe  (Sud)  iet3t  nic^tö  met)r  {)inbern,  duä)  mit  bem  , 
(Snget  bon  2{ugi5burg  ^^u  berbinben,  benn  3^r  mürbet  ' 
25  33at)ernö  Xl)ron  nie  befteigen! 

mbxcd)t  md)t,  $err  9iitter?  SBermei^!  2öer 
mei^,  ma^  ge[d)ä()e,  menn  id)  mein  3$oIf  gum  ®prud) 
aufriefe,  menn  ic^  fagte:  2e[)t,  ic^  [od  nic^t  mürbig  fein, 
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eucf)  5U  be^eiT]cf)en,  meil  mein  ^atcr  eine  eurer  Xöcfiter 
3U  l'tcf)  erf}obeii  t)at,  eine,  bie  if)m  am  .beüen  iib^  Ctn*  fageii 
fonnte,  mai?  cucf)  fet)It!  jrf)  foll  nid)t  inürbig  [ein,  euc^ 
3U  bef)eiTfcf)en,  roeil  bie  Xeilnabme  für  euc^  mir  öon  ber 
SQhitter  f)er  angeboren  ift,  meil  ic^  eud^  öer[te{)e,  ebe  ibr  5 
nocb  ben  5}?unb  auftut,  irei{  mir'^?  im  ^lut  lieiit,  eucb 
beijufpriugen!  o^)  foU  "id)t  inürbig  fein,  eud)  3U  beberr^ 
fcben,  lüeil  icf)  euer  ißruber  bin!  2öer  tüeife,  rt)a^  fie  tim 
irterben,  bie  alten  treuen  iBaoaren,  menn  mein  2o()n  fie 
bcreinft  nacb  UrDäterroeife  in  einem  Girfienbain  ^,ufam=  10 
menruft  unb  fo  ^u  ibncn  fpridit;  ir)er  lücif;,  ob  fidi  bann 
nicf)t  ber  le^te  ißauer  in  einen  9iitter  oerröanbelt  unb  ob 
bie  2enfe  nidit  gegen  bae  3d)mcrt  fditägt,  baf>  ba^^  ganjc 
bcutfcbe  dxdd)  ^u  raacfeln  anfängt,  unb  ber  gro^c  Staxi  lu 

t     5(ac^en    in    feinem    2arg    erfdirocfcn   nac^    ber    Äronc  15 
greift! 

9?otf)Iiofft   uon  55?embcrg.     ©näbiger  öerr,  öerfennt 
mid)  nid)t!     "Dbtbbafft  üon  iß^ernberg  fann  (Sud)  nid)t 

I    raten,  in  ben  3Ibgrunb  ^^u  fpringen,  aber  er  fpringt  nac^, 
menn  3br'ö  tut!  20 

5(Ibrctf)t.     Xa«  ift  ein  35^ort!     2o  fommt!  (aik  ab) 

3.  Ssene 

(Sabcrftube) 

3(Qnc^.     öier,  mein  55ater? 

Cafpar  Jöcrnoucr.     Öier,  meine  Xoc^ter,  l^icr  erlnarten 
i     tt)ir  ibn,  nirgenbe  fonft.     5Bic  ift  bir  benn  5U  ^-"'tute"?  25 


ö 


6  5Igne^  33crnaucr 


(itma^  anber^,  loic  gen)ö()nlirf),  mnn  bu  bic  Slugcn  auf- 
inad)[t,  md)t  ma{)r?  'i)iuu  ja,  ba^  ift  imtürlid).  ;Die 
^)J?äbd)cn  sbgcni  gern  aiiei  .Uiigft  ober  ^Dkcfcrei  nod)  eine 
iBeile  üor  ber  Xür,  menn  fie  auc^  mirflicf)  [d)on  t)inem 
5  iDollen  nnb  miffcn,  ha]^  ber  53räntigQm  i{)nen  lüngft  bie 
::Hrme  entgegenftrcdt.  J)u  armcö  Xing,  l}Q[t  nun  nid)t 
einmal  .^{rmr^ininbeni^jeit. 

51gnc^^.     2lI[o,  Suer  Gntjc^Iufj  i[t  gefaxt? 

(?afpar  iScrnaucr.     (S^  gibt  nur  ein  9!}?itten     Unb 
lo  lüenn  bu  nur  bereit  bift:  "^üv  3I)n  möd)t'  ic^  [te^en! 

5tgnc^^.     3a? 

Gafpar  93ernaucr.     3d)  fenn'ö,  n)enn'ö  aud^  lange  l^er 
ift,  ba[5  id)  felbft  an  bem  ^vieber  litt!'    (Sine  treue,  reblic^e 
»Seele!     (ßr  jicf)t  etma«  au«  ber  2af(f)c.)     Sßa^i  t)ab'  id)  ba? 
15      5(gnc^.     9J?cin  Äettlein!     5Iber,  baö  l)ab'  id)  ia  geftern 
abenb  gkic^  lieber  ireggelegt! 

Cfofpar  Söcrnaucr.     6lann  boc^  U)oI)l  nid)t  [ein,  benn 
Xl)eobalb  l)at'i5  auf  ber  Strafte  gefunben,  alö  er  l)inter 
mW  l)erfd)ritt! 
2o      9(gnc^.     3ll)eobalb? 

C-afvar  58crnauer.  3a,  ben  t)aft  bu  cbenforoenig 
gefe()en,  lüie  id)!  ^saö  fagft  bu?  5)er  närrifc^e  3ungc 
ift  unö,  fo  lange  bie  9?eid)öfned)te  'l)ier  [inb,  jeben  5lbenb 
()eimUc^  gefolgt,  irenn  Jrir  ba^  f)auö  nod)  öerlie^en,  unb 
25  ^at  auf  unö  gekartet,  biö  roir  mieber  l)eim  gingen.  9lie 
f)at  er  fid^  etmaö  baüon  merfen  laffen,  unb  inenn  ic^'^ 
je^t  tt)ei^,  fo  fommt  baö  batjer,  ha^  er  beine  Ä'ette  fanb! 
3ft  ba^  einer? 
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3tgnc^.     (So  freut  mid),  baj^  er  fo  an  Qud)  f)ängt! 

Gafpar  Söcrnauer.  9hm  büc^t'  ic^,  eö  lüär'  bie  befte 
Hntmort  für  ben  totlföpfigen  ^erjog,  lüenn  bu  bem  Z^to^ 
balb  rafd^,  nocf)  t)eute  morgen,  ja  augenblicf(id)  bie  ^awb 
feic^teft!     3)u  bift  if)m  ja  boc^  ben  5'inöerIol)n  fd)u(big!    5 

Stgne^.    SSie? 

Gafpar  Sernoucr.  3^r  öeibe  trätet  i^m  bann  ^anb  in 
^anb  entgegen,  id)  aber  [tönbe  [egnenb  l)inter  eud)  unb  riefe 
i^m  ^u:  '2o  n3ar'i<  im  .^pimmel  befdiloffcn,  unb  mav?  (siott 
gufammengefügt  ^ot,  baö  foll  ber  d)lcn\d)  nic^t  fc^eiben!      10 

StQne-^.    3>ater! 

(iafpar  SScmauer.  ^ürc^te  feine  ©ematttat!  3(uc^ 
f)ier  fteljen  mir  auf  roter  (Srbc,  aud)  in  Shigcsburg  ift  355eft^ 

faten,  ja bod),  ido^u  ba^!     Tmn,  Jungfer  3:oc^ter, 

tda^  fagt  3f)T?    Xer  53räutigam  ift,  mie  id)  boffe,  bereit  15 
unb  fogar  ber  "ipriefter  nid)t  ineit!     (Sprid),  foK'ö  fo  fein? 

Signet,    g^ie!     3n  Gnuig feit  nid) t! 

(^afpar  Jöcrnaucr.     ©aö  f)ei^t:  ^eute  nic^t! 

5(gnc!^  (giüf)cnb).     G^  f)eint  — 

Gafpar  Jöemoucr  (unterbridit  fie).    9}brgen!     9}brgen!  20 
ID^orgen! 

^.  Sscne 

X()CObaIb  (tritt  {)inter  einem  2cf)ranf  ^cröor).  SBojU,  9}?ei= 
fter?    3(^  fann'ö  auc^  f)eute  f)ören! 

(?afpor  ©cmaucr  (gu  Slgne«).    3)a  fiel)ft  bu  jeljt! 

Xf)cobai'i>.     Nebeltet  fie  nidit!     3d)  fclbft  bin  fd)u(b!  25 
3d)  t)ätte  Gudj  nid)t  folgen  f ollen!     Xieömal  nid)t! 
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5(flncv.     Xf)cobaIb,  e^  tut  mir  incf)! 

J()Cül)aIb.     ^\d)   mein,  ^ui^sfcr,  ic^  iDei^!     Unb  ic^" 

fü^rö  ja  Quc^,  baß  id) bu  mein  @ott,  id)  barf  ja 

nid)t  einmal  Don  llnc^lücf  lprcd)cn,  ^s\)v  fönnt  mir  ja  gar 
5  nid)t  bcfd)icbcn  [ein,  id)  braud}e  (Sud)  ja  nur  an',u|'ef)cn, 
um  baö  ^u  crfennen.  33?ci[ter  - —  barf  id)  ein  inenig  fort 
ge()en?  ^n  einer  ^tunbe  bin  id)  lieber  ha,  um  bicfc 
>^eit  fommen  fo  nid)t  üielc!  (Gr  faßt  3lngeö'  öanb.)  SIgnci?, 
id)  moUtc,  id)  fönnt'  einem  anbcrn  meine  l'iebe  ^u  (Sud) 
10  abtreten,  nid)t  um  mein  §er^  ^u  crleid)tcrn,  0  ©ott,  nein, 
eö  märe  ha^  größte  Cpfer,  ba^  ic^  bringen  fönnte,  unb  id) 
bräd)tc  e^  nur,  um  (5ud)  glücfUc^  ^,u  mad)en,  aber  g(iid^ 
lidi  iDürbet  31)1%  bac^  glaubt  mir,  menn  bae,  roaiJ  (er  fdiiägt 
fic^  auf  bie  ißruft)  f)ier  glü^t,  eine  beffere  ^ruft  fd)n3ellte!  {ab) 

5.  S^cm 

IS      (Sofpar  93emaucr.     3«^  glaub'ei  auc^! 

5(gncy.     3üi'iit  mir  nid)t,  i^ater!     ^*pätt'  ic^  gea'^nt  — 

Gafpar  23crnaucr.     .ftein  iBort  mef)r  baöon!     (Se;  ift 

nun,  mie'ö  ift!     $ßer  fann  gegen  bie  Sterne!     2Iber  mid) 

grauft,  Signet,  mcnn  id)  an  beine  3ufuiift  benfe,  benn  (Cr 

20  jctgt  auf  ein  Sarbtcrbecfcn.)  fo  ein  3^ing  unb  eine  .ßrone  —  eei 

ge()t  nimmermehr  gut! 

9(gne».,    3f)i*  üeßt  mic^  öor^in  nic^t  auöreben!    ^lid^t 
S^eobalb,  nid)t  irgenb   einem   fönnt'   ic^  meine   ,^anb 
reid)en  — 
25      Gafpar  83cmaucr.     Unb  marum  nic^t? 
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5(gne^.     ÜBcil  ic^ ^d)  bürfte  nicfit! 

Gafpar  üöernauer.  ^0  fi^t  er  bir  [dion  im  $)er',en? 
3?erflucf)t  fei  bie^  S^urnier! 

Stgnc«.     3Iber 3u   bcr   llJhitter   aller    Öinabcn 

fönnt'  id)  micf)  f(ücf)ten  —  inei  ^lofter  fönnt'  id)  gcl)enl    5 

Gafpor  ©cmaucr.     Unb  beinen  Öerpg  brausen  (äffen? 

9(gne^.    ^;)2em! 

Gafpar  SBernaucr.  2Ba^^  bött'ft  bu  bann  im  .Rlofter 
3U  tun? 

6.  55cne 

törring  (tritt  ein),     ©uten    'JJbrgen,   lO^eiftei^!     :?ludi  10 
frf)on  ha,  3ungfer?    Tk  §>anb  I)er,  macfrer  3IIter!     ^sd) 
hüb'  Q.ud)  geftern  abenb  lieb  gen)onnen.     Schöne  ^Igne^?, 
roäre   bee   Jörringe    2cfiäbel   für   bie   .^onigreime   unb 
^c^meid)efprüd)e    bcö    v'peinrirf)^    üon    Cftcrbingen   unb 
Söulfram^  üon  Gfrf)enbac^  nic^t  immer  ^u  ^art  gemefen:  15 
je^t  gäbe  er  alleö  lieber  üon  firf),  ma^  er  je  üerfdilucft 
I)ätte!     5Iber  ber  bot  nirf)ti5  behalten  aUi  ha-i-  Qia  popcia 
üon  ber  SImmenftube  ber,  barum  fann  id)  ßud)  nur  fagen: 
3^r  feib'ö  mert,  bai^  ^l)x  einem  Öer^og  gefallt! 
3tgnc^.     2d)on  ha<$  ift  ',u  üiel,  öcrr  @raf!  20 

Jörring.  iöemabre!  2Benn  .ßaifer  ©en^el^?  ^^ahc-- 
mäbd)en  Surf)  gegUd)en  bat,  fo  mill  idi'e  i^m  üer^,ciben, 
bafe  er  eine  SBeile  glaubte,  er  fei  mit  ihr  allein  auf  bcr 
©ett.  9^ur  bae  ücr',eib'  id)  il)m  nidu,  baf?  er''?  ^,u  raeit 
trieb  unb  fic^  gar  nic^t  n3icber  ]m  ^efinnung  bringen  25 
lie^,  bcnn  fie  mufet'  eö  büßen,  unb  baö  ^ätt'  er  üorber 
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luiilcu  fönncn!  (er  ficfit  ^Ignc«  id)arf  an.)  3(rmc  Sufanna, 
jlm(^C'i5,  lcf)öncö  ^inb,  vok  bletd)  magft  bu  gemcfcn  fein, 
aU  bie  [tarrcn,  griininigen  !i3ö()men  bic^  oerbronntcn 
unb  non  i()vcu  eignen  i^ifdiöfen  unb  (5r^bifd)ö[cn  babei 
5  an9efiU)rt  anivben,  ai^  ob't^  ein  l)eilig  iJBerf  märe!  Xu 
njarft  gemi^  feine  ^'^anberin,  ober  c<5  [tel)t  auc^  i)kv  eine 
öor  mir! 

(?afpar  JPcrnaucr.     Xae'  gefd)Q()  im  frb()lid)en  ?anbe 
ber  ÖVigenV 
lo      törriug.     (S'i5  fodtc  mid)  nninbern,  menn  man  noc^ 
feinen  Oieim  baranf  gemadit  ()ätte!     2o  etmaö  fingen  hk 
l'ente  gern,  menn  fie  Inftig  [inb! 

CNafpar  5^cruaucr.     ilni^?  fagft  bu,  meine  Xod)ter'? 

5(flncv.     "I^fui   über    ben   Äaifer,  baf)   er'e   ge[d)e[)en 
15  ließ! 

Xörring.  Gr  lag  im  Xurm,  unb  fein  SIbcl  [tonb 
prnig  mit  blanfem  2d)mert  oor  ber  '^>tot"te,  er  mufite 
nic^t,  mcr  juncidift  bei  ibm  anpod)en  mürbe,  ob  ber 
.*penfer  ober  ber  i^efreier! 
20  5(gnc'^.  3o  mar'^j  it)r  Schief fal,  unb  fie  mirb  fc^on 
einmal  erfahren,  marum. 

2örrtng.     53ernauer,  ein  Söort  mit  (Eucf)! 

(fafpar  58crnaucr.     @e(),  Signet,  unb  lege  bein  £ett= 
lein  mcg! 
25  (Signet  ab) 


i 
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7.  Ssene 

Gafpar  25crnaucr.     3Sir  [hib  allein! 

törrinfl.     'D^un,    Sllter,    ma^    benft   3^i^   eigentlich? 
Sagt  au! 

(5ai\)ax  Söcrnaucr.     3<i)  tt^^iB  "ic^t,  tnaö  3^i^  meint! 

Jörrinfl.     Ohm,  ic^   glaube,  ber   ^erjog   mirb   ^eute    5 
morgen  gerabe  fo  aufgeftanben  fein,  roie  er  [icf)  geftern 
abenb  nicbcrgclcgt  ^at. 

(iaipax  ©crnauer.    Stc^t  Stnnben  [inb  aKerbingö  nur 
arf)t  Stunben! 

lörring.     Xcr  ÜD^einung  bin  id)  aurf),  barnm  muffen  10 
tt)ir  bei  3<^itcn  einig  lüerben!     Sllfo  —  (nimmt  ein  9iaiir= 
mcffcr,  rt)ie  fp:e(enb)    Guer  Schmer t,  nicf)t  tüaijX? 

ßttfpar  23crnaucr.     $Bie  ee  Gucf)  gefäUt! 

Xörrinfl.     OJkin^    ift    etmaj*    länger!     (fc^iägt   an   fein 
gcfirocrt)   3a,  tt^fl^  irf)  fon*^"  moUtc!     Xer  iperpg  liebt  15 
Gure  Xocf)ter  - —  er  liebt  fie  ■ —  menn  jebeei  ßl)en3eib  fo 
geliebt  mürbe,  fie  l)ätten  ben  S^immel  auf  Grben! 

Gafpar  23crnaucr.     5>or  bem  Xrunf  unb  narf)  bem 
Xrunf,  c^i  ift  ein  Unter fd)icb  unb  muf,  and)  fein! 

Jörring.     ^^x  feib  oer^eiratet  geroefen  ober  nod),  unb  20 
irollt  Gud)  entfd)ulbigcn!    3fl,  JO/  ^(^^  fcmn  id)  Gud)  beteu^ 
reu,  er  brennt,  roie  ein  Csobcm^^i^feuer,  mcnn  ber  i©inb 

gut  bläft,  aber (nimmt  baei  <8arbierbecfcr)    Guer  .'pelm! 

6afpar  Söcrnaucr.     3ft  man  in  53at]ern  fo  fpafeig? 
Jörring.     Otcin,  nein,  c^  ginge,  fet)t!     (Gr  macf)t,  d«  ob  25 
er  Gafpar  Scmaucr  baä  Secfcn  auffcljcn  moKte.)      ,^abt   ^s^V   baQ 
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norfi  nicf)t  üciiucfit?  3c^  t)crftd)'rc  Gud),  ber  ^cx},og, 
lobcrt,  ha\]  bic  .^taftanicn  gar  mcrbcn,  mcim  er  [ie  nur 
anl'ic()t,  boc^  maö  baö  SBcrben '  betriff t,  ha^  §eimfü^= 

ren (er  nimmt  bcn  erfineppcr.)    ^ieö  ^ing  \)a,  ^id 

5  3a<^/  ^i^i<i  Xracf,  füf)rt  3^)1^  ^o!)l  im  ^Sappen,  ober 
ift'<5  ein  nacfter  %vm  mit  einer  fprubelnbcn  2tber,  inic 
ic^'ö  brausen  an  ber  Xüx  gemalt  fat)? 

Gafpar  23crnoucr.     ^ieinei  öon  beiben,  .^err  ©raf! 
lörring.    Otid)tV     ^3hm  alfo,  fur^^meg,  menn'ö  über= 
lo  l)aupt  nod)  nötig  ift!     X^ie  l'iebc  beö  .^erpgd  ftammt 

auö  bem  ^er^^enö,  bie  3[Berbung nun,  ba^  \üax, 

3t)r  ()abt'vj  ja  fetbft  gefcdcn,  ein  9iaufc^ öieUeic^t 

fogar,  mai5  iwiR  W^,  ein  ^iiscinraufc^! 

Gafpar  Ü^crnaucr.    Tai?  freut  mid)!    51  ber,  biefe  33ot= 
15  fd)aft  ift  nic^t  für  mid)  aÜein!   (ruft)  5Igneö! 

Jörring.  ^reut  (5ud)'?  3d)  finb'  mic^  niii)t  in  Gud) 
geirrt,  alv?  id)  (5ud)  für  Dcrftcinbig  t)ielt!  @ebt  mir  noc^ 
einmal  bie  §anb! 

Gafpar  58emaucr  (^ält  feine  §anb  gurüd).    ^s^x  ^obt  mid^ 
2o  fd^on  geabelt! 

8.  Ssenc 
9Ignc^  (tritt  ein) 

törring.    ^lidit  \vai}x,  ein  mäfeigeö  ®Iücf,  aber  ge= 

fid)ert  für  immer  —  unter  uns ber  ^er3og  fjat 

fc^öne  öüter  üon  feiner  3!}?utter  f)er! 
25      (Jafpor  Semaucr.     l)3^rf'  mof)!  auf,  mein  Äinb!     Un 

Xörring)    5lun? 
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lörring.     (St,  ha  3^i"  U^  rieft,  [0  l'pred)t  felbft  roeiter! 

(safpar   23cnTaucr.     iG}ol)I!     (ju   Eignes)     Xcr    ^per^^og 
nimmt  feine  iöemerbung  jurücf! 

lörring.     9Zicf)t  boc^! 

Gafpar  9?cmaucr.     (5r  nimmt  feine  ^öeroerbimg  um    5 
beinc  v^öanb  '^urücf,  bic  läßt  er  bir,  er  ift  nid)t  unoer^ 
fcf)ämt!     5}aö  Übrige,  mm  ja,  ba^^  möc^t'  er,  icb  roeiß 
nicf)t,  ob  für  immer  ober  aucf)  nur  für  einige  ^cit!- 
(3lgne^  l'efet  ficf)  nieber) 

6afpar  Scrnaucr  (^cigt  auf  fie).  Xa  tiabt  3br  ibro  10 
2lnttt)ort!  3efet  bie  meinige!  3uerft!  (mit  gefalt'nen  öänben 
gen  ©tmmci)  3^)  Tarife  bir,  5>ater  im  .t)immel,  baT^  ee  fo 
fam!  2cf)icf'  mir  nun,  melcbee  Veib  bu  miKft,  ee  fann 
micf)  nicf)t  ärger  treffen,  ali3  bici?  @lücf  mit  feinem  fcbrecf^^ 
liefen  boppelten  ®efid)t  mic^  traf!  (ju  lörring)  3f)r  fef)t,  15 
rcie  mir  ift,  bamit  erflärt'e  Gucb,  baf>  icf)  Gucf)  fo  ru()ig 
anhörte!  3l)r  roart  mir  ein  Jvrcubenbote,  benn  tat)  tncine 
Xoc^ter  in  feine  2cf)macf)  miüigcn  mürbe,  roußt'  id),  Q(fo 
gab  (Suer  Eintrag  mir  fie  mieber,  fonft  ttar  fie  für  micf) 
öcrloren.  ^lun  aber  ',ur  ?lbrccfmung!  3br  erfunbigtet  20 
Qud)  nad}  meinem  2cf) inerte,  mir  i)icicf)ebürp,er  flU)ren 
h3irflic^  cinö,  »enn'g  auc^  gen)öf)n(icf)  ^interm  Sc^ornftein 
'  l^ängt,  unb  mit  bcm  meinigen  babe  id)  früher  manrf)en 
9?ücfen  auegeflopft,  ber  bem  Rurigen,  ba^i  glaubt  nur, 
ööKig  g(id).  25 

2örring.     53ernauer! 

5(gnc5    (fpringt    auf    unb    ftellt  fic^    neben    Safpar).      9xe(^t, 
Üsatcr,  rcrf)t! 
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O'afpar  Jöcmaucr.  3)en  .^elm  mit  bcm  bunten  (^ebcr= 
bu|d)  l)abt  3bi'  öor  mir  Doraue',  id)  bcgnüc(tc  mid)  immer, 
mie  luir  alle,  bic  mir  nid)t  turnicrcu,  nur  [treiten,  lüenn 
cö  gilt,  unfer  S^ab  unb  ®ut  ju  oerteibigen,  mit  einer 
5  [impeln  2tnrml)aube.  Tod:)  aud)  bie  genügte  ^umeilen, 
au\?  einer  guten  .Sdinge  eine  nod)  beff're  2äge  ^^u  machen, 

^  menn  [ie  [id)  baran  iierfud)te.  iffioö  aber  mein  2Bappen 
betrifft,  fo  merbet  3^r'^  fd)on  t)ie  unb  ha  frü^  morgcnö 
an  Burgtoren  gefe()en  baben,  einige  au^  meiner  Familie 

lo  fübren  einen  3tricf  unb  einen  Xold)  im  roten  ^-elbe,  unb  [ie 
lüiffen  fid)  9ie[peft  ju  t)er[d)a[fcn,  [elbft  bei  Äai[er  unb 
$Reid). 

Törring.     Xa^  ift  ha^  3^if^^^  ^^^  5<^me! 

(iafpar  löcrnaucr.    ilennt  ^\)x  [ie?    51  uc^  Jungfrauen 

IS  [tef)en  unter  it)rem  3d)ufe,  unb  n)enn  bie  ©ered)tigfcit 
i^ren  SSeg  auc^  in  bie[en  betrübten  ^^iten,  njie  ein 
93?autnnirf,  unter  ber  Grbe  [ud)cn  mu^:  [ie  i[t  immer  jur 
rcd)ten  3tunbe  ha\ 

"!>(gnc^.     3c^  fann  mic^  [etb[t  [c^ü^en,  mein  3Sater! 

2o  SBqö  mir  geftern  Hbenb  miberfui)r,  ha^  raubte  mir 
Sprad)e  unb  33e[innung;  \üa^  mir  jel3t  rt)iberfä()rt,  gibt 
mir  beibeö  lieber!  Ta^  eine  ()ätt'  id)  nic^t  für  möglid) 
ge!)atten,  aber,  bei  @ott!  ha^  anbere  noc^  öiet  meniger! 
(3u  Jörruig)   3^ie^  [agt  bem  ^erjog  öon  mir! 

25      Gofpar  S8ernauer.     Tia  i[t  er  [elb[t! 
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9.  Ssene 

9ltbre(^t  (tritt  ein),  ^a,  ba  t[t  er!  (su  2Ignc«)  3Sarb  er 
eriüartet? 

(Signet  menbct  [ic^  üb) 

5l(brcrf)t.     SIgneei  —  menn  auf  bem  SBege  lu  bir  ein 
^tmmelöroagen  flammenb  Dor  mir  niebergefaf)reti  roäre,    5 
iebcr  9^abnagc(  ein  Stern,  icf)  märe   nicf)t  eingeftiegen, 
unb  bu  — 

5(gnc^.  ©nobiger  iperr  —  geftern  fe()Ite  mir  ber  93?ut 
Guc^  an5u[e{)en,  f)eute,  bäc^t'  ic^,  foütc  er  Qud)  fehlen! 

5nbrcd)t.     iB3aei  ()Qb'  id)  bir  benn  getan?  10 

•Mgnc^.  ^]|icf)tv?'?  2Iljo  ha^  roäre  nid)te'?  ©näbiger 
^err,  fo  oiel  (S{)re  fönnt  3()r  mir  gar  nic^t  bieten,  unb 
njcnn  3^1^  ^nir  bie  Ärone  auffegtet,  ha^  [ie  biefe  Sc^mac^ 
n)ieber  auflüöge! 

5(Ibred)t.     ^Sc^mac^?  15 

9(gnc^.  SBär'ö  feine?  SBär'  baö  an  mir  feine 
'Bd)xnüd),  'ma^,  einem  ^i^äulein  zugefügt,  bie  .klingen 
aüer  il)rcr  5?ermanbten,  bi^  ^,um  ^^chnten  (^licb  berab, 
auö  ber  2cf)eibe  reißen  unb  gegen  lind)  feieren  mürbe? 
©nöbiger  iperr,  auc^  mic^  ^at  ©Ott  gemacht!  20 

5t(brcd)t.     Xörring!     3f)r  ha?    ÜBat^  {)eint  ba^? 

2(gne».    5(uc^  mic^  ()at  ©ott  gemarf)t,  aurf)  au^  mir 
fann  er  mcf)r  mad)en,  menn  eij  [ein  bciliger  iföiüe  i[t, 
auc^  auö  (fuc^  meniger,  benn  aüci  auf  CSrben  ift  nur  jur 
•ißrobe,  unb  t)od)  unb  nicbrig  muffen  einmal  medifeln,  25 
tüenn  fie  nid)t  öor  il)m  beftcl)cn!     (^näbiger  iperr,  tut 
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feinem  lüieber  fo  ft)ct)',  mie  mir,  man  ermartet'ö  nid)t  öon 
(Surf),  barum  ift'ei  boppelt  bitter!  (gu  ßafpar  iöemauer) 
9}?ein  ^ater,  je^t  iti^  Älofter!  9^uti  nel)me  ic^öon  ber 
SS^elt   nic^tö   me()r   mit   über   bic   ^d)m[k,   alö   einen 

5  ellnc■^cn  2t"f)auber! 

5Ubrcd)t.  SDJäbrfjen,  pcftern  trarb  id^  um  bid),  f)eute 
fomm'  irf)  um  bie  5lntmort,  mä^renb  meine  (5'i^"<^u^^<^ 
fd^on  ben  '^^riefter  fud)en,  ber  unö  öerbinben  fotl:  ift  baö 
Sitmnrf)'? 

lo  lörring  (tritt  bor).  !3)er  «^er^og  ttiei^  öon  nid^tö,  auf 
9iittern3ort,  id)  fprnd)  nur  au'g  mir  felbft!  ^c^  glaubte 
—  nun,  3rren  folt  menfd)Iid)  fein! 

5CIbrcrf)t.  Xu  be[d)impfte[t  fie?  Du  be[d)impfteft 
meine  iöraut?     T^afür  —  (Gr  roill  gießen.) 

IS  Itörring.  ^3lein!  Ta\üx —  {dx  tritt  ju  2Isnc8  ^cran  unb  füfet 
i^r  rittcriid)  bie  C)anb.)  3l)i'  ii^ißt,  id)  bin  uic^t  feig,  aber  e«< 
märe  nid)t  moljt  getan,  bie  ^at)!  i()rer  ^reunbe  3U  minbern, 
unb  nun  ic^  fie  fennc,  bin  id)  it)r  ^-reunb,  ja,  ic^  toerbe 
i\)v  bienen  biö  jum  legten  Htemjug,  unb  mir  ift,  gtaubt'ö 

20  mir  unb  benft  barübcr  nad),  aU  faf^te  ber  'Zob  mid)  fd)on 
j[cl3t  bei  ber  ipanb !  (ju  stgucö)  l^aö  fprac^  ein  Gblcr  öon 
iöai)crn,  ber  nic^t  ber  ©eringfte  ift,  unb  nennt  mic^  einen 
e^röergeffenen  9)knn,  menn  Qua)  nun  etma«  n)iberfät)rt, 
fo  lange   i(^'ö   !^inbern   fann.     (ju  mbxcM)     S^^   nöer, 

25  gnäbiger    ^err,   grollt   nid)t   länger,   ba\i   id)   il)r   ben 
©(^teier  etrt)aö  unfanft  abnal)m,  eö  gereicht  (Sudf),  n3ie  il^r, 
jum  5>orteil,  ba^  id)  i^r  in'ö  ®efic^t  fa^!    (tritt  jurüd) 
9(t6rc(^t.     «Sie  fc^n}eigt!     Daö  35ergeben  ift  an  il)r, 
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ntc^t  an  mir!     ^^olgt  mir!     SBenn  fie  fie^t,  inic  ic^  fie 
rä(^e,  mirb  fie  miffcn,  mie  icf)  [ie  liebe! 

5tgnc^.     Um  G)ott  md)t!    dlux  öon  (Sud^  tüar'ö  mir, 
tt)ie  Xobe^ftic^ !     3e^t  —  ie^t  —  33ater ! 

G'afpar  Sernoucr.     ^[)Xi:  f}arten  iBorte  tun  i^r  leib,    5 
gnäbiger  ^err,  fie  I)ätte  fie  gern  jurücf,  3f)r  fef)t'ö  n)ol)t, 
fie  erfticft  ja  faft! 

9nbrctf)t.     llnb  nic^t  um  bie  SBelt  möc^t'  ic^  fie  mif= 
fen!     '2Uter,  ^inci  Äinber  finb  au^geli3ed)felt  toorben,  bie 
Xoc^tcr  beei  Äaiferö  rourbc  in  beine  SS^iege  gelegt,  unb  10 
ber  Äaifer  "5ie()t  bie  beinige  auf!     Sc^au'  t)in, ' erfennft 
bu  fie  no(^?    2Igne«S,  boöon  ()Qt  bir  in  früt)er  ^uQenbjeit 
fc^on  ein  9J?ärcf)en  cr^,ä()lt,  bod)  bamal^  a^nteft  bu'ö  nod) 
nic^t,  ban  bu  über  beine  eigne  @efd)ic^te  meinteft,  erft  in 
biefer  ®tunbe  t)aft  bu  bic^  miebcr  auf  bic^  felbft  befonnen!  15 
SIber.nun  meißt  bu  enblid),  njer  bu  bift,  ha^  jeigt  bie  eble 
C^tut,  bie  bir  ans  bem  Huge  blitzt  unb  öon  ber  SBange 
flammt,  nun  benfft  bu  nic^t  mc^r  baran,  ba^  bu  biöl)er 
nicf)t  im  "purpur  gingft  unb  nic^t  au^  golbenem  53ec^er 
tranfft;  fo  fomm  benn  auc^  ^,u  mir  t)erüber,  ef)'  bir  ha^  20 
tüieber  einfäüt! 

(iafpar  23emaucr.     SIgneö! 

9(gnc^.     35atcr,    fein   2öort   öon   ©efa^rl     Erinnert 
mic^  nid)t,  baf;  33?ut  ba^n  ge()ört!     eonft  fönnt'  id) 

9(Ibre(^t  (breitet  bie  2trme  gegen  fie  au«).      SBoÖ?      SBaÖ?       25 

5tgnc^  (fintt  {)inein).    Uub  mü^t'  ic^'ö  mit  bem  ^^obe 
bejahten  —  ba^  täte  nic^t^! 

9((bre(f)t  (umfcftliefet  fie).     Stguef^' 
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5(gnc^  (mac^t  fid)  irtcbcr  lo«).     SIber  ba^u  berechtigt  mic^ 
fein  'ilJtut!  —  3f)r  fcib  ein  (^ür[t  — 

5nbrccf)t.     Unb  barf  alö  [old)er  oon  Oorn  anfangen,  fo 
gut  mie  irgenb  einer  meiner  Vorgänger! 
5      5(gnc^.     3()i^  {)abt  einen  5>Qter  — 

5übrcc^t.    Unb  bin  fein  3ol)n,  ni(^t  fein  Änec^t! 

5(gne'J.    Unb  menn  Guer  3.^oIf  murrt? 

5llbrct^t.    ^0  murrt  eö,  biö  eö  lieber  jubelt.     ^Q, 
iücnn  fie  fic^  ^ufammrotteten  unb  ficf)  offen  miber  mid^ 
lo  empörten:  id)  fcf)icfte  bein  ^ilb,  ftatt  eineö  §eer^,  unb  fie 
fe^rten  fd^amrot  jum  Pfluge  ^^urücf! 

5(flne^.    Unb  n)enn  ßuer  35ater  flucht? 

Sttbrcdjt.     Bo  fegnet  @ott! 

Slgnc'i.    Unb  menn  er  baö  (Bc^ttjert  jiefjt? 
IS      ?((brcc^t.     2o  gibt  er  mir  ha^  9?e(^t,  auc^  nac^  bem 
meinigen  ^^u  greifen! 

5(gne^.    Unb  babei  foltten  tüir  —  babei  fönntet  ^f)V 
glürflid)  fein? 

5nbrec^t.  53iel  glücflic^er,  aU  \mnn  ic^  bir  ent= 
2o  fagen  muffte!  !l)aö  eine  h)är'  Jlampf,  unb  jum  Hampf 
gef)ört'e;,  bo^  man  ben  Sluögang  nic^t  t»orl)er  tt)ei^;  ba^ 
anbere  märe  Xob,  Xob  ot)ne  SSunbe  unb  (5!)re,  feiger 
(Srftidungötob  burd^  eigne  §anb,  unb  ben  follt'  id)  \üä\y 
len?  ^^jlad)  ber  Äel)(e  greifen,  ftatt  nad)  bem  Sc^irert? 
25  £)  pfui!  3)a  mär'  id)  boc^  geir>i{3  ber  Cfrfte  unb  ber  Se^te! 
S[)läbd)en,  ic^  fenne  je^t  bein  ^erg,  f)er  ju  mir,  (@rbrü(ftfic 
anfid^.)  fo,  uuu  f)aft  bu  aik'ß  getan,  ha^  Übrige  ift  meine 
(Sac^e!    Vorauf  follte   ®ott  bie  SSelt  gebaut  f)aben, 
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tüenn  nic^t  auf  ba^  @efü^I,  tnaö  mic^  3u  bir  jie^t  utib  bid) 
ju  mir?  3^te  3Sürttembergertn,  bie  man  5it)ifcf)en  btc^ 
unb  mic^  geftellt  ^attc,  roürbe  in  biefem  51ugenblic£  tot 
umfallen,  menn  fie  nic^t  gef[of)en  voävd  Xaö  \vii)V  ic^! 
2)arum  jitfre  nic^t!  s 

^0.  Sscne 
ijrauctt^oöen  unb  9iot^^offt  oon  SScrnöcrg  (treten  ein) 

mhvtdjt     3[t  aaeö  bereit? 

3^rauen^oöen.  Sin  ^^nnefter  ift  gefunben,  ber'ö  mit 
bem  iungen  ^erpg  gegen  ben  alten  mögen  lüiU! 

9?otf|^afft  tion  55)crnbcrg.     5Iber  unter  ber  53ebingung,  w 
ha\i  e^  fo  lange  aU  möglich  ©e^eimni^?  bleibt! 

%ibxcd)t    ^a^i  fagft  bu  ba^u,  2lgneö? 

9tgnc^.  ®o  lange  nur  @ott  e§  tüei^,  h)irb  feine  meiner 
5(^nungen  in  (5i-füllung  gef)en! 

mbrecfit.    2111 0!     ^0  unb  lüann?  15 

O'raucnfjoüen.  .^eut  abenb,  3cf)lag  ge^n,  in  ber  ^a= 
pelle  ber  ^eiligen  iTJaria  9}?agbalena.  Stber  trir  muffen 
alle  oermummt  fommen,  mie  ^um  Xotenbienft! 

3(l6recf)t.  @ut!  Unb  morgen  nad)  ilsofiburg !  2lgne^3, 
ha^  ift  ein  roteö  Sc^lo^  an  ber  grünen  !Donau,  iromit  20 
meine  3Jhitter  —  fie  ru^e  fanft  unb  ftel)e  fröf)lic^  auf  — 
mic^  für  meine  erfte  2cl)lac^t  belohnte !  @ib  ac^t,  bort 
lüirft  bu  über  bicf)  felbft  lad)en,  fo  oft  bu  an  biefen 
93?orgen  ^jurücfbenfft,  ha  gibt'ö  me^r  ?erc^en,  ii3ie  anberö= 
ü)o  Sparen,  unb  in  jebem  53aum  faft  fifet  eine  ^lac^tigall.  25 
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3c^  [c^enf  eö,  bir  jum  i'cibgcbing,  nimm  ben  luftigen 
3?ogelfättg  unbefef)enö  an,  id)  bitte  bic^,  er  lüirb  bir 
r  gefallen,  ber  ipimmel  fc^aut  immer  blau  auf  if)n  ^erab, 
unb  menn  bu  bic^  über  eine  &aht,  bie  bu  noc^  nic^t  fennft, 
5  auf  alle  @efal)r  ^in  banfbar  bejeigen  millft,  [o  nenne  mic^ 
gum  erftenmal  bu! 

5(gnc^.    mdn  2{lbred)t! 

9nbrccf)t  (i'ie  in  ben  Firmen  ^altcnb).      T)U  tüeiuft  babei? 

9(gnc^.     Sollte  e^  nic^t  nad)brennen?    (Suc^ 

lo  bir  fonnt'  id)  —  2Iber  eö  fc^merjte  mid)  me^r  um  beinet=, 
aU  um  meinetmillen,  mir  mar,  aU  n3äre  ber  funfelnbfte 
(©tern  über  meinem  ."paupt  auf  einmal  auö  feiner  !!Öal)n 
gelüidjen,  unb  ic^  l)ätte  il)n  in  ber  Sdiaubergeftalt,  in 
ber  man  fie  Ijier  unten  ,^un)eilen  oerlöfc^en  fief)t,  ,^u 
15  meinen  i^-üf^en  mieber  getroffen!  'D^un  ift  mir  bafür  ju 
9J?ut,  alö  ^ätt'  ic^  fd)on  je^t  me^r  öom  ?eben  alö  mir 
gebül)rt!  —  dJtdn  5.^ater! 

ßafpar  Söemauer  (tritt  fieroor).     ®ie  follen  3Sater  unb 

50hittcr  öerlaffen  unb  aneinanber  I)angen!     SJJein  Ä'inb, 

20  ic^  muJ3  bic^  fegnen,  bu  tuft  nac^  (Sottet  @ebot!     ®o  fei 

er  mit  bir!      ((Sr  (egt  if)r  bie  .^ätibe  aufö  §au}3t.) 

mbrcdjt     2luc^  mic^! 

ßafpar  Söemaucr.     ^^x  fürchtet,  ba^  3^r  fonft  nic^t 
bagu  fommt!      ((är  legt  au(^  i^m  bie  §änbe  auf«  §aupt.) 
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Dritter  ^Ift 

9}?  ü  n  c^  e  n 
\.  Sscne 

V 

(1)ai  ^erjogIt($e  f  abinett.     Tlan  fief)t  an  ber  einen  SISanb  5n3ei  -harten. 
5)ie  anbern  SBänbe  finb  mit  sßilbem  faat)eri|c^er  dürften  bet)ängt) 

6mft  (fte^t  öor  ben  .fiarten).     3^)  fonn'^  nicf)t  (äffen,  unb 
eö  ärgert  mic^  boc^  immer  tuiebcr  oon  neuem.     Xaö  mar 
53at)ern  einft,  unb  ba^  ift  iöal)ern  iet?t!     iföie  ^^oümonb    5 
unb  Üleumonb  f)ängen  fie  ha  nebcnetnanber!     Unb  roenn 
nocf)  ein  f)albeö  3a()rtaufenb  ba', rüifdjen  läge!     SIber  mie 
mancher  aik  502ann  muß  noc^  leben,  ber  ber  3'^it  ^^ocb 
rec^t  gut  gebenft,  lüo  Xirol  unb  iöronbenburg  unb  bae^ 
fette  ^oKonb,  unb  mag  niefit  nocf)  fonft,  unfer  mar,  ja,  10 
ber  obenbrein  auc^  bie  gan^e  9iei[)e  öon  Xorfjciten  auf^ 
5äf){en  fann,  burc^  bie  ba^  alfeö  öerloren  ging!   (gr  tritt  oor 
bie  Silber.)     9lein,  mie  if)r  gcmirtfcfiaftet  f)abt!     3?ierunb= 
jlDangig  Stunben  Dorm  jüngften  Jag  mär'v?  noc^  ^u  arg 
getrefen!    Unb  if)r  f)attet  ba^?  finge  !i^orbifb  im  bcnacf)=  15 
borten  öfterreic^  fo  na^'!     D^uboff  öon  i^ab^iburg  fiättc 
ein  Sanbforn  burcf)  gefcf)icfte^  3^enben  unb  Xref)en  unb 
unabläffigeö  Umfef)ren  auf  ffcbrigtem  Öoben  5um  (vrb= 
baff  aufgefc^memmt,  if)r  ben  (Srbbaff  ^um  magerften  2anb= 
forn  f)erunter  geteilt!     (ßr  gef)t  tt)eiter.)     .ftaifer  \?ubmig,  20 
macfrer  .Kämpfer,  ber  bu  jeben  ^dnh  beftanbft,  au^ge= 
nommen  ben  legten,  ^eimlic^en  o^ne  9iamen  unb  ©efic^t, 
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bu  blicfft  [infter  auf  bciiicn  (5nfct  Ijerob.  3(^  öerftef)^ 
bid),  uiib  bu  l)a[t  rcd)t,  baö  2d)elteu  i[t  für  bic  3Beiber, 
baö  iöcffcrniad)cn  für  bie  SQiänncr.  'DZun,  ic^  ftüdle  unb 
f(i(fe  ja  aud)  fd)on  ein  lieben  laug,  ob  id)  nid^t  iDeuigftcue^ 

5  bcn  a(tcu  .^urfürftcumantcl  micber  ^ufammeubringe,  unb 
id)  bcnfc,  bn  foUft  mir  bie  .spanb  geben,  menn  iuir  unö 
einmal  fef)en.  T)ü  ^ätteft  mir  geimß  bie  2Irbeit  erfpart, 
menn  ber  ©iftmifdier  fid)  nic^t  mit  5ßein  unb  33rot  gegen 
bid)  oerfd)lüoren  unb  bid)  öor  ber  3<^it  auögetan  f)ätte! 

lo  3Iber  beine  3öl}ne  —  ^3Jun!    3ie  [inb  tot! 

2,  S^^m 

(Stad^u^  (tritt  ein) 

6rnft.     2ßaö  gibtW? 

Biad^ü^.    3)er  SOJeiftcr  au-S  ^ötn  ift  ha,  ber  gefd^idte 
3)?aun  mit  bem  tt)unberlid)en  'Dlamen.     (Sr  fagt,  er  fei 
15  befteüt. 

@mft.     @r  f)at  tüaö  bei  fic^l    T)a^  bring'  mir! 
((©tad^uö  ab) 

3.  Ssene 

@rnft.     !Der  3i<^^'flt  für  bie  XotenfapeKe,  ino  bie  jefet 
in  Staub  serfäüt,  bie  mir  mit  ec^merjen  meinen  ©o^n 
2o  gebar! 
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^.  Ssene 
Stac^u^  (bringt  einen  Söogcn) 

©mft  (nac^bem  er  i^n  betrachtet  ^at).  3)ae  ijt  mir  Ötel  ^U 
frau^5!  £omm  mal  l)cr!  ißringi't  bu  t)erau^,  mae  eei 
bcbeuten  foll? 

Starfjusi.    3Icf),  öerr,  id)  bin  ein  gar  einfältiger  'lUienid)!    5 
©rnft.     Xut  nicbt^',  bu  get)örft  audi  mit  ba',u,  (^h-ilber 
foKen  [tili  fdiroeigen,  ober  fo  reben,  ha\^  and)  ber  ©eringfte 
[ie  t)eri'tet)t!     ©enau  fo  foll  cr'i?  marf)en,  wie  id)'c^  il)m 
angab:  ben    ipeilanb,    imfern    allbarmber^igcn    örlöfer, 
mit  au^^gebreiteten  2(rmen,  bie  ^Ibgefc^iebene  ^u  feinen  lo 
'■gü^en,  roie  man  bie  l)cilige  l^Jartba  malt,  aber  mit  Der= 
f)ülltcm  @eficf)t,  ha  bod)  niemanb  miffen  fann,  mie  fie 
jet3t  au^3fiel)t,  unb  gan,  unten  ic^  unb  mein  2obn  :?Ilbredit, 
mie  mir  für  if)re  arme  Seele  beten!     Ta^?  fag'  it)m,  biee; 
ha  fann  er  auf  fein  eigne^?  ©rab  fet3en,  id)  bebanf  midi  15 
bafür,  id)  bätt'  mir  aue  ber  Kölner  ^aubütte  etroaiJ 
anb'reö  ermartet,  baö  ift  bie  9ieifefoften  nic^t  inert  I 
(Sta(^u3  mit  bem  iöogen  ab) 

5.  55cne 

G^mft.     Xie  l)ätten  fd)ön  ',u  beinem  bemütigen,  from= 
mcn   2inn  gepaßt,  bu  ftille  Glifabetb,  all  biefe  Gngel  20 
mit    fvlügeln  unb   Jrompeten,   bie   blafen,   al^^   ob   bie 
Öimmelefönigin  5um   ^meiten  53tale  il)re   5iuferftebung 
feierte!     Unb  id)  l)att'  ibm  allec;  fo  beutlid)  angegeben! 
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Slber,  boö  mu^  immer  [d^ariüenjeln,  immer,  eö  tDär' 
fein  SSunbcr,  lücmi  man'^  am  (Snbe  gar  öergä^e,  bo^ 
man  üon  ber  (ärbe  genommen  i[t  unb  mieber  gur  Srbe 
njerben  [oE,  unb  e^  [d^eint  bod)  Dielen  ju  gefallen,  fonft 
5  njürben'ö  biefe  !Oeute  \a  ir)ol)l  nicf)t  bei  iebermtmn  öcr^ 
fuc^en! 

6.  S^zm 

^cr  Äonjlcr  ^rcifmg  (tritt  ein) 

©mft.    ®d^on  ba,  "ißreifing?    ®ut!    SBifet  3f)r  maö? 

SBir  rooKen  öon  f)eut  an  immer  eine  ©tunbe  früher  an= 

lo  fangen!     5licmanb  mei^,  ob  er  nic^t  ^^eierabenb  machen 

mu^,  ef)e  er  mübe  ift!     iffiieoiel  I)atte  bie  ^erjogin  nod^ 

üor,  nun  liegt  fie  ba!     iCSaö  bringt  3f)r? 

^^reifing.    ^uDörberft!    T)k  klagen  über  ben  SSud^cr 

ber  3uben  meieren  firf)! 

15      @mft.     9}?an   foll   fic^   fo  einridf)ten,   ba'f^   man   bie 

^uben  nic^t  braucht!     2öer  nic^t  öon  i^nen  borgt,  mirb 

nid^t  arm  burc^  fie,  unb  ob  fie  ^unfgig  öom  ^unbert 

-    nel)men! 

^rcifmg.     (5^  ift  ber  3uben  felbft   megen,   ba^   i^ 
2o  barauf  jurücffomme.    3n   9^ürnberg   fcfilägt  man   fie 
fc^on  tot,  n)ie  bie  §unbe,  unb  böfe  33eifpiefe  fteden  ef)er 
an,  üU  gute! 

@mft.    9)?eine  3uben  foKen'ö  fo  treiben,  ha^  fie  ha^ 
jl;otfc^Iagen  nic^t  üerbienen,  bann  mirb'g  tno^I  unter= 
25  bleiben,     ^d)  mifc^e  mid^  in  biefe  ^änbel  nid^t  l^inein. 
i^ragt  bei  meinem  33ruber  an,  ob  er  ttjiE! 
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^rcifmg.     ^Daö  mär'  rt)o{)t  ba^  crfte  9)?at,  bai3  ,S>er= 
sog    3Bt(f)eIm   etmaö   moKtc,   maö   Gro.   ©naben   nicf)t 
.  moKcn! 

C^rnft.  (Sbcn  barum  joK  man  i()n  nie  öorbcige5en! 
SBcitcr! 

•il^rcifmg.  -3n  Sacfien  be^  [trittigen  .flur()uti?  l)at  ber 
böf)nii[d)e  ^pof  enblic^  — 

e^mft.     9Hcf)tö  baöon!  "  3Daö  f)Qt  laifer  9vuboIf  burc^ 
[einen    boppelten    2prnd)    [0   ocrmicfclt,   bnj^   nur   boö 
Sc^inert  nocf)  i)el[en  fann,  unb  ba^?  3d)niert  fpjnie.nJDir  10 
er[t  bann  sieben,  menn  SO?ünrf)en,  3ngoI[tabt  unb  Sanb'g^ 

(}ut  einmal  inieber  su[ammengef)en.     ü^ifTff bie;  jel^t 

ftenig  S)o[[nung,  benn  meine  teuren  iVttern  l'ubn^ig 
unb  ^einricf)  möd)ten  mid)  [reilid)  gern  umarmen,  menn 
[ie  mir  nur  s^Ö^^i^  ^^^  '^^'^^  9iücfen  fe{)ren  fönnten.  15 
3n[o  iüeiter!  Tod)  f)alt,  I)a(t,  er[t  bie^!  33}ir  [inb  ja 
unöert)o[[t  ^u  @elb  gefommen,  ber  3Bürttemberger  muß 
baö  roieber  f)eraui5geben,  tnaö  er  bei  (5r^ief)ung  [einer 
Joc^ter  an  S3irfenrei[ern  er[part  f)at,  imb  obenbrein 
[di^ere  3i"[^"  S^ljlen.  iDHt  [einen  tün[unb5iDan^5ig=  20 
tau[enb  @u(ben  fönncn  irir  allerlei  machen! 

^Srcifmg.    Söenn  n)ir  [ic  er[t  f)aben,  ja! 

(Jmft.  .galtet  3^^  ben  @ra[en  [ür  feinen  el)r liefen 
9}?ann? 

^retfing.     ^^ür  ben  e^rUc^[ten  9D?ann  üon  ber  2öelt!  25 

Graft,  ^'^un  benn!  (Sin  iöettler  i[t  er  bod)  gemife  auc^ 
nic^t!  3Bir  fönnten  eine  im['rer  Perp[änbeten  2 tobte 
bafür  au0(ö[en,  unb  ic^  iüei^  i^oxi,  tro  man  [id)  am 
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bidigften  finbcn  laffen  lüirb,  mcil  man  unfer  ®elb  am 
iiötigften  braud)t. 

^^rcifiug.    Xa^  tröre  freiließ  ein  ©eminn! 
(?mft.     ^sa,  ha  gäb'ö   boc^  einen  '^kä  njeniger  im 
5  Sanbc,  lüo  lüir  nn[ern  .^crpgc^ftab  nicf)t  imeber  auff)eben 
"  bürften,  lücnn  er  unö  einmal  auö  ber  ipanb  glitte.     SKir 
fönnten  bem  2cd)  aber  aud)  für  emige  ^^^ten  einen  ^rei* 
|)a^  bamit  erfaufen,  bafj  er  unö  öon  ben  Slugsburgern 
iiicf)t  micbcr  auf  einen  ÜBinf  beö  Äaijerö  öerfperrt  merben 
10  fann,  tüie  5(nno  9^eun5e()n  bei  ben  ißi[d)of()änbeIn! 
^retfing.    ^Da^^u  derben  bie  l?auf()erren  raten! 
G^ruft.     Unb  3{)r? 

^^rcifing.     (sViulbiger  .^crr,  ber  Söürttemberger  n3irb 
nidjt  auffnöpfcn,  id)  ]ag'ö  (Suc^! 
15      G^mft.     9Hd)t  auffnöpfen?     ei!   ei!   ^ab'  id)  nidjt 
mein  *i)?[anb?     Sinb  mir  nid)t  ©eifetn  gefteKt?    SSa'ö 
fann  er  benn  eininenben? 

^rcifing.     (Sr  legt'ö  übd  auö,  ba^   -^ei^sog  2(Ibred)t 
fid^  gar  feine  y)lid)t  gab,  feine  33raut  rtiieber  ju  befommen, 
20  baf5  er  in  5(ng^bnrg  anfö  J^an^ljau^  ging,  ftatt  ben  Snt* 
fid)rer  öerfolgen  ^n  I)clfcn! 

Gmft.     2öaö  mar  benn  an  ber  nod)  mieber  gu  befom=^ 

men?    Sie  inar  ja  fd)on  ha^i  SSeib  eine'^  anbern,  cl)' 

n)ir  f)ier  nod)  bie  i^t^idjt  erfid)ren!     1)cv  SSürttembergcr 

25  foll  fid}  in  üd)t  nehmen !     3d)  befet^  i()m  (Göppingen,  cly 

er'ei  benft,  eö  fommt  mir  auf  einen  9?itt  nod)  md)t  an! 

^Jrcifing.     3d)  fage  (Sud),  imb  bitt*  Sud),  nid)t  un* 
inirfd)  ^u  merben,  über  ben  Sieger  öon  5ü(ing  ift  nie 
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fo  öicl  gerebet  iDorbcn,  inlc  über  ben  Xän^^er  Don  5Iugö= 
bufg ! 

©rnft.  ^d)  lüciB,  ic^  iociß,  unb  e^  berbrieBt  mic^ 
genug!  '^reifing,  eö  ift  bie  ©träfe  unf'rer  eignen  3ugenb= 
fünben,  bnß  mir  gegen  bie  unferer  .^inber  nac^[icf)tig  fein  5 
muffen.  3^i^  tt3ißt,  ma^  irf)  auf  5lnbecf)ö  öermenbc, 
glaubt'^  mir,  man  baut  niemale;  .Kapellen  o^ne  ®runb! 
5lber  eö  ift  fd^on  bafür  geforgt,  ba|^  ein  Gnbe  inirb. 
Gric^  öon  33raunfrf)n)eig  fagtc  fcf)on  öor  ^^mei  30^)^''^«  ^u 
mir:  eei  ift  fcf)abe,  (frnft,  baf^  bu  nur  ben  einen  2o(in  t)aft  10 
unb  baf^  ber  öerfproc^en  ift!  !^ieö  Sßort  blieb  mir  im 
£opf  l)ängen,  unb  nod)  benfelben  2;ag,  Wo  irf)  bie  ^fiirf)^ 
ber  Sföürttembergerin  erfu()r,  lie^  ic^  um  bie  53raun- 
frf)n3cigerin  anhalten!  9hm,  geftern  jur  ^lad)t  lief  ha^ 
3an3ort  ein!  15 

^^reifmg.  Unb  Hlbrec^t?  SSirb  er  einöerftanben 
fein? 

(?rnft.  Ginöerftanben?  2Bie  fommt  '^t}v  mir  üor? 
Xarnac^  l^ab'  ic^  tt)af)r^aftig  nod)  nid)t  gefragt,  ba^, 
benf  irf),  öerftef)t  fic^  öon  felbft!  20 

^reifing.     3^1*  l)«bt  il)m  einen. 53oten  gefd)icft! 

(Jmft.  (Sinen?  ^rei,  oier  t)ab'  id)  if)m  gefcf)idt, 
mit  (5rma()nungen  unb  SS^arnungen,  bem  legten  ijah' 
irf)  fogar  einen  ^rief  mitgegeben! 

*^rciftng.    9Zun,  ber  ift  mieber  ba,  er  fteigt  eben  üom  25 
•i^erb! 

G^mft.     Gr  l^at  tauge  genug  gemarf)t! 

^rcifmg.     Unb  ift  borf)  nirf)t  langfam  geritten,  benn 
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er  fommt  nid^t  öon  5Iug^biirg,  fotibern  t)on  33o^burg, 
bei*  f)erpg  {)atte  bic  9ieic^^[tabt  öertaffen,  beüor  er 
eintraf! 

(?rnft.     ®o  tft  ber  ^anbel  mit  ber  X)irne  üorbei,  unb 
5  ic^  l^ätte  mir  ben  bummen  iöricf  fparen  fönnen! 

*)Sretfmg.  9licf)tö  Weniger,  alö  ha^,  er  l^at  bie  !Dirnc 
mitgenommen! 

G^rnft.    3)aö  ift  biel!     5)üg  mürbe  iä)   bei  Sebjeitei) 
meineö   55aterö   nie   gesagt   l^aben!    53ringt   ha^   ber 
lo  53ote? 

^reiftng.    3a  —  ^"^  — 

emft.  3Baö  noc^?  SBarum  ftocft  3^r?  3)aö  fenn' 
ic^  la  gar  nic^t  an  (Suc^! 

*|5 retfing.     Xaö   @crücf)t  —  Riffen   mü^t   ^^v'^  — 
IS  gef)t  fogar  noc^  njeiter,  öiel  toeiter! 

ö^mft.  ^Taö  ®erürf}t  l)at  taufenb  3ungen,  unb  nur 
mit  einer  fpric^t  eö  bie  SSaI)r{)eit;  n)er  ft»i((  bie  l^erau^^ 
finben?  Slber  irie  njeit  gef)t'ö  benn?  S^  bin  hod)  neu= 
gierig! 
-2o  ^ßretfmg.  S^^an  munfelt  öon  einer  l^eimtid^en  ^eirat! 
Xk  Xirne  t)ätt'v5  nid)t  anbcrö  getan! 

(fnxft.  Unb  baei  fönnt  3^)^  "n^ii"  Tuit  einem  ernftljaften 
®efi(^t  fagen?    'ipr'eifing !   bringt  ha^  auä)  ber  ^ote? 

^reiftng.    3dl  ijahc  Ujm  augenbtirflicf)  ha^  ftrengfte 
25  <Stinfcf)rocigcn  auferlegt. 

G^mft.  9ncf)tbod)!  (Sr  foll  reben!  5tber  er  foll  ^in3u= 
fügen,  baf3  ber  !^irne  gan^  Maliern  jum  ?eibgebing 
öerfcf}riebcn  ift!    (Gr  lac^t.)    D^eint  ^\)v  md)t?    2lu(^  ber 
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%di,  ber  nicfit  uih?  ticbört,  bcr  [olTc  apart  für  [ic  erobert 
tücrben!     Xurc^  midi,  t)cri'tct)t  3f)i*? 

^4?rctfing.     Unb  3^1*  K^b  gemin,  ba^  nic^tc^  baf)inter 
ftccft?    @ar  nic^t^?? 

ernft.     *i|3rei|mg!      (Sr  f)ebt  feine  brei   ginger  (n  bie  $ö^c.)    5 
^tt'?  fo((tet  3^r  bocf)  aiicfi  fönnen,  unb  ob  ^si)V  auf  bem 
5:otbett  lägt!     2o  ntet  'Jicfpeft  für  mein  ißlut  Dcrlang' 
ic^!     Tk  Sippfc^aft  ber  Xtrue  f)at'Ä  in  Umlauf  gefegt, 
um  i^re  Sc^anbe  ',u  öerbrömen!    Xa^  liegt  ja  auf  bcr 
^anb!     2Iber  baraue  folgt  uicfit,  hafy  nur  rubtg  ^ufet^en  10 
motten,  bie  e^  im  ganzen  Üicic^  ^erum  ift,  bcroafire!     Q^i 
freut  mic^  iel3t  boppelt,  ha^  ber  iöraunfcbraeiger  eubltcf) 
geforocfieu  bat,  nun  fönneu  mir  bem  £ot  gleic^  einen  %'iai}^ 
regen  nad)f(i}icfen,  unb  mir  iPoUen  un-?  rüt)ren,  ba^  er  firfi 
md)t  oorber  feftfet?t!     3lIfo!   3^^-  fteigt  augenblicflicfi  3U  15 
^ferb  unb  melbet'ö  meinem  2of)n  ■ — 

*J3reifing.     35]enn  er'^?  nun  aber  borf)  nidit  aufnimmt, 
iDie  3I)r  benft? 

©rnft.  galtet  6udi  bod)  nidit  bei  llumöglic^feiten 
auf!  X)aö  finb  ja  gan,  oerfd)iebene  Xingc!  (Sr  fagt  20 
ja;  ob  gern  ober  ungern,  fdmeU  ober  tangfam,  hai-  füm= 
mert  nid)t  mid)  unb  nidit  Guc^.  (Se  gibt  ^roar  eine 
"ißerfon,  ber  bai?  uidn  fo  g(eid)gültig  fein  fann,  iric  uuo 
beiben,  aber  auc^  um  bie  ift  mir  nicbt  bange,  fie  mirb'ö 
jc^on  burd)fel3en,  menn  fie  nur  einmal  ha  ift!  3^  !^raun=  25 
fd^meig  ift  ja  aüeö  fd)ön,  bie  auf  ba^  öejenoolf,  bae  fic^ 
gu  JBalpurgiö  bei  5^ebel  unb  91ac^t  auf  bem  ißlocfeberg 
Oerfammelt,  imb  Grid'ie  ?(nua  foK  nodi  mäditig  bcroor:^ 
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leuchten!  3^r  fennt  baö  [c^nurrige  SSort  [a  tüof)I,  ha^ 
auf  bem  legten  ^ürftentag  über  [ie  umging.  T>tv  ^urg= 
graf  öon  Nürnberg,  bcr  ficine  33u(fU(^tc,  ber  immer  [o 
toatfc^e  GinfäKe  Ijat,  [agtc,  atö  bie  9iebe  auf  if)r  fc^Iic^te^" 

5  SBefen  in  ©ang  unb  Äleibertrad^t  tarn,  fie  fei  ein  ^i(i)t, 
ha^  ungepu^t  norf}  f)cl(er  brenne  aU  gepult,  unb  bie 
jüngeren  unter  unö  fc^muren  mit  großem  Särm,  ha^ 
fei  )X)al)v,  lt)ä()renb  U)ir  Slltcren  lachten.  3um  2;cufe(, 
bie  mirb'ö  borf)  mit  ber  33aberin  aufnehmen  fönnen? 

lo      ^rctfmg.    @ut  benn! 

©mft.     SSciter    entbietet    if)n    jum    3^urnier,    nad) 

9^egen^burg,  benf'  ic^!    30/  IQ;  ^<^^  Sf^egenöburg!    3rf) 

bin'ö  benen  fd^utbig!    (Sr  foK  nid^t  länger  baftef)en,  trie 

/ein  .tnabe,  bem  ber  eine  3?ogcl  baüongeflogen  ift,  unb 

15  ber  feinen  anbern  fangen  fann,  auc^  folCö  bie  9iitter^ 
fcf)aft  gteic^  iüiffen,  bau  ^^^f  unb  SBittelöbad^  fic^  enblicf) 
einmal  lieber  füffcn  iroKen,  unb  ha^  njitl  ic^  feierlid) 
auf  bem  Jurnicr  öcrfünben !  Gö  mu^  f 0  raf c^  aU  möglief) 
^^uftanbe  gcbradjt  lücrben,  mein  trüber  fod  bie  5Iu^^ 

20  fc^rcibungen  auf  ber  (Stelle  erlaffen,  ic^  trill  gleid)  3U  il)m, 
er  inirb'ö  gern  tan,  ha^  ift  ein  ©efc^äft  für  il)n!  Sßifet 
3l)r,  rt>ie'ö  mit  feinem  2ol)ne  ftcl)t?  3c^  fal)  il)n  lange 
nid)t,  fie  öerftecfen  il)n  öor  mir,  trie.*^  fd)eint,  alö  ob  fie 
fid)  fc^ämten,  ic^  mag  faum  nac^  il)m  fragen! 

25  *J?reiftng.  Keffer,  mie  id)  l)öre,  ettnaö  beffer,  feit 
baö  alte  Äräutcrlüeib  il)n  pflegt! 

(?rnft.    3^aö  freut  mid),  obgleich,  e^  lüol}l  nic^t  biel 
l)ei^t!     X)enn  mit  bicfcm  ^Inaben  fpielen  alle  ©ebreften 
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^angbaU,  ic^  f)ätte  gar  nid)t  gebadn,  baf;  e^^  fo  incie  Übel 
gibt,  a(«  er  [cbon  gcfiabt  f)at,  e^3  ift  ein  Gtenb!  *iprcti'mg, 
bcr  arme  3Iboif  rairb  gemiß  feine  tollen  Btreicfie  macfien, 
böcf)[tenö  ben,  bap  er  inö  Älofter  gefjt,  unb  baran  tut  er 
am  Snbe  [ogar  rec^t!  5 

^reifing.     £\t    mcrben    [cüinacf)c    Äinber    bodi    nocfi 
[tarfe  'Itcänner! 

©rnft.     ©Ott    geb'e,    irf)    münfdi'    ee    Don    öer^enT 
5Iber  —  maö  trieb  mein  3(lbred)t  fdion  allcv,  aiv  er  incr 
3af)r   alt   Voavl     Ta   tarn   fein   33art   ungerupft   Doni  lo 
2d)Ion,  unb  fein  Jjenfter  blieb  gan^  Jfo  er  fierumban 
tierte.     ^reilic^,  jcljt  ift'ö  lüeit  mit  it]m  gefommen,  er 
l^at  fein  9^eft  befc^mutjt,  unb  bae  bätt'  idi  nie  gebarfit,  irf) 
f)ielt  if)n  für  einen  beffern  i^ogel.     Shm,  e^^  foU  frfion 
mieber  rein  tüerben,  unb  fpäter  fann  irf)  bafür  aurf)  um  15 
fo  me^r  öon  i()m  forbern,  benn  alte  je^n  ©ebote  jufammen 
peitfc^en  ben  Wann  nid)t  fo  tiorrcärt*?,  mie  bie  3ugenb- 
Jorbeiten,  bie  it)m  rechte  unb  linfij  über  bie  2rf)u[tcrn 
gucfen,  menn  er  ben  Äopf  einmal  brebt.     l^hir  barum, 
glaub'  ic^,  lä^t  @ott,  ber  öcrr,  fie  ui!     (mmöetfid)  jum  20 

3Ibgef)en) 

^^reifing.     Unb  iüenn ©näbiger  öeiT,  in  einem 

folc^en  J^ad  marb  ba^?  3a  getniß  norf)  niemals  frfmcll 
gejagt!  SBenn  er  e«  mir  nirf)t  gleirf)  auf  ben  SSeg  mit= 
gibt:  lab'  irf)  if)n  bann  aurf)  5um  Jurnier?  25 

(fmft.     Xann   erft  rerf)t!      Xann   lüilT   ic^   if)n   Hör 

gefamter  9iitterfrf)aft :$;or^eit!    3^  *?fei^^r  '?rei= 

fing,  5U  ^^ferb!   (rafcf)  ah) 
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SBol^burg 

7.  Sscne 

((Srferjtmmer.    9(Itirc(^t  tritt  mit  5tflnc^  ein.     J)er  ÄoftcIIon  folgt) 

9(I6rcd)t  (ju  3tgucö,  bic  einzutreten  jaubcrt).  9^un?  (jum 
ÄafteKmi)   Sltfo  bieö  ift  baö  3i"^"^cr? 

SafteÖon.    T)k^  ift  baö  ,3^"^"^^^' 
5      5(Iörcrf|t.     ©n  n)af)rer  ?uginötanb! 

5loftctton.  3a^  ^on  f)ier  quo  fie;^!  man  bie  ^einbe 
3uer[t,  aber  aud)  bie  5i*<^i"t^c.  ^oö  jagte  bie  ^oc^feligc, 
al^  [ie'ö  jum  erftcnmat  betrat  unb  gerabe  [o,  luie  @iü. 
©nabcn  jcl^t,  aiifö  i^enfter  guging! 
lo  3nbre(^t.  25>ir  t)ätten  früljer  fommen  [oKen,  nid^t 
loa^r,  Sllter,  gicid)  uarf)  ber  Slnfunft?  !^enn  id)  merf'^ 
h)of)I,  ha^  meine  9)Jutter  bic^  in^  33er trauen  gebogen  l^at! 

^aftettan.  (Si,  ic^  braud^'ö  nic^t  ju  er[af)ren,  marum- 
ha^  fünf  Sage  fpäter  gcfc^ie^t,  aU  [ie  ern)artete!  3rf), 
15  lücif^  ol)ne  ha^,  Wa^  id)  bem  iöurglüart  unb  bem  Getier = 
nteiftcr  gu  antworten  1:)ah\  menn  [ie  bie  ^öpfe  noc^  einmal 
Sufammenftcdcn  [olltcn,  benn  (£n).  ©naben  [teljen  jet^t 
barin,  unb  aI|o  auc^  meine  ertaucf}te  ©ebictcrin  (5U[abetI) 
öon  3Bürttemberg,  nunmel}r  üon  33al]crn! 
2o  5(Ibrcrf|t.  3Deine  ©ebieterin  gelüif^,  inenn  aud^  nirf^t 
(Slifabctli  t)on  SBürttembcrg ! 

Siofteüau.  ^}iicf)t?  3cf)  meinte  borf)!  Hnbcrö  frei= 
lid^  \)ätV  id/ö  mir  üorgeftellt!  SBcnn  ^ürftinnen  im 
I)ciligcn  rümi]rf)cn  Üicirf)  [onft  i()rcn  53raut3ug  t)iclten,  " 
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mclbetc  cg  ein  ©locfenturm  bcm  anbern  burc^  frö^Iic^ 
@eläut,  bie  ^a^nen  flogen,  bie  trompeten  fc^metterten 
unb  bunte  ^erolbe  fprengnet  ^in  unb  !)er!  Nation  f)at 
man  bie^mat  ntc^tö  genierft:  nun,  ®ott  fegne  bie  ^er= 
3ogin  biefer  ?anbe  unb  bie  rechtmäßige  ®emaf)Iin  meinet  5 
^errn!    (ab) 

8.  Sscne 

5H6rcd^t.  Sin  n)unberlicl^er  5IIter!  ©anj  luie  ein 
njelfeö  ^latt  unter  grünem  ?aub,  baö  ber  2Binb  f)än= 
gen  ließ! 

9(gne^.    ©:  erinnert  mid^  an  meinen  33ater!    2o  mirb  10 
ber  einmal  auöfe{)en! 

^Ibtedjt.  9]un  finb  h)ir  benn  ^ier!  SBie  trieb  er! 
<Soöiet  iä)  i^m  auc^  sngute  f)atte,  eö  öerbroß  mid^  faft, 
bieg  ett)ige  ^id^4n:=ben=3Beg=ftelIen  unb  Älirren  mit  bem 
<S(^Iüf[eIbunb !  15 

5(gne^.  Unb  ic^  [c^ämte  mirf)!  3tber  e6  rührte  mic^ 
bod^!  (Sr  fann  feinen  g^ecfen  an  feinem  ^er^og  bulben, 
unb  er  ^ielt  mic^  für  beinen  j^Iecfen! 

9ttöred)t.     9Zun,  i()r   SSänbe?     Söenn  if)r   Bungen 
l^abt,  fo  braucht  fie,  bamit  id)  enblid)  erfaf)re,  lüarum  mir  20 
gerabe  f)ier^er  snerft  fommen  foKten!     3d)  gtaubtc,  biefer 
fei  eine  Überrafcf)ung  ',ugebac^t,  aber  id)  fef)e  ja  nicf)tö! 

5lgnc^.     ^c^ön  ift  eei  ()ier!     5)ieö  braune  ©etöfet  ift 
fo  blanf,  baß  e^  unö  abfpiegelt!     !Daö  ift  gett)iß  9?egenö= 
burger  5Irbeit!     Unb   bie  bunten  ©taöfenfter  mit  ben  25 
üieten,  dielen  53ilbcrn  barin! 
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5nbred)t.     3a,  ha^  mad)cn  [ie  je^t  am  9if)em,  feit 
[te  in  Äöln  ben  X)oin  bauen!     lauter  ?cgcnben!     9Jkn 
mirb    f)eilig,    tüenn   man    burd)    fold)e    'od)cibcn    fie()t! 
SIber  id)  fann  mir  boc^  md)t  bcnfen,  ba^  lüir  f)ierl)er 
5  gerufen  finb,  um  uuö  bic  gu  erflörcn! 
5tgnc^n     Unb  bie  2luö[i(it!     O! 
5Uörccf)t.     2)aö  aUcö  ift  je^t  bein!     Slber  freu'  bid) 
nic^t  ju  feljr!     3)u  mu^t  aud^  manc^e^  mit  in  ben  ^auf 
nel)men.     3ii^''  ßycmpel  ben  alten  früppüc^ten  53aum 
lo  ha,  unb  bort  bie  glitte  o()ne  "Dac^! 

5(gnc^.    Wldn  Sltbrec^t,  bu  bift  fo  fröI)Ucl^,  ha^  ift  mein 
gröf]teö  ®tücf! 

9llbrcd)t.     O,  id)  bin  f}eute   ein   9}?aull)änger   gegen 

ba^,  rooö  i(^  morgen  fein  iücrbe,  unb  fo  fort  unb  fort! 

IS  3«^  Slgneö,  fo  ift'ö!     ©n  (Entlüden  ift  bei  mir  immer 

nur  ber  ^erolb  beö  anberen,  größeren,  unb  je^t  erft  toei^ 

id^'ö,  marum  mir  9}?enfd)en  unfterblid)  finb. 

5(gnc^.    9Kc^t   met)r!     '^ä)    ^alt'ö    nic^t  auö!     3)ie 
53ruft   jerfpringt  mir!      (®te  erbUdt    ben    33etfc^emel.)      3)a! 
20  !Da!      (<Ste  njtrft  [ic^  fiin  unb   betet.) 

5(tbred)t    (mit  einem  md  mä)  oben).     9^un    fcgneft    bu! 
Unb  id)  iüeife  aud),  burc^  U)en! 

(Signet  ftct)t  mieber  auf,  an  bem  S3etfd&cmel  öffnet  ftd^,  wo  fie  fnicte,  ein 
gefjeimeS  gac^,  fie  bemertt  e6  nic^t) 
25      Stlörcc^t.      3e^t  ift   meine   SOJutter   nic^t   mef)r   im 
^immel,  fonbern  toiebcr  auf  (grben  unb  ^ier  bei  unö, 
aber  i^re  ©eligfeit  ift  gleid)  gro^! 

StgttP^.     %d),  auf  mic^  mar  fie  nic^t  gefaxt! 
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9(IbrC^t    (bemcrft    baö    geheime    gad}).       2tber,     iT3QÖ     tft 

baö? 

5(gne^.    perlen  unb  tlcinobien!    O,  meiere  *ißrac^t! 

5(tbrcrf)t.  3()r  ©c^mucf!  5)aä  benf  i(f)  lüenigftenö, 
benn  getragen  f)at  [ie  i^n  rt)o^I  nur,  e^'  ic^  geboren  s 
rourbe!  Unb  ein  ^rief!  (Sr  nimmt  ben  iörief.)  5In  baö= 
'  jenige  meiner  Äinber,  ba^  ^kx  imx\t  nad)  mir  betet! 
(reidit  i^n  Slgnc«)  Sllfo  an  birf)!  3)a  ift  ha^  @e^eimniö! 
®ief)!  fie^!  Da  ^atte  biefer  ®ang  bocb  einen  ^Xütdl 
X)ag  ^ätte.  bir  bei  ber  Xrauung  präd)tig  geftanben!  ^rei^  10 
Uc^,  mir  [)aitm  fie  hinter  unö,  ef)'  mir  famen!  —  9lun? 
(Stgncg  reicht  i^m  ben  Srief) 

2Jt6rcrf)t  (nac^bem  er  it)n  gelefen  ^at).      2ßär'  id)'^  gemefen, 

fo  ^ött'  icf)  bic^  bamit  [d)mücfen  bürfen,  nun  follft  bu'ö 
[elbfttun!    ©aö  i[t  auc^  beffer !  is 

3(gnc§.     9^icf)t  bie^,  nid)t  ba^! 

5(Ibred)t.  Unb  mae;  barunter  liegt,  ift  für  ben,  ber 
nic^t  betete,  ^aö  mirb  nirf)t  fo  gtün^en  unb  funfein! 
@ute  9}hitter,  bu  f)aft  üorau^gemuBt,  mer  ba^  fein 
tüürbe;  ic^  fef)'  bid^,  irie  bu  ben  Zeigefinger  gegen  mid)  20 
erf)ebft!  (ju  3lgneö)  2Iber  nun  mad)'  bod)!  SSie  lange 
foU  id)  um  ben  legten  Tannenbaum,  ben  fie  mir  aufrid)tete, 
t)erum()üpfen,  e^'  id)  if)n  plünbern  barf?  9limm  rafd) 
baö  X^einige  meg,  ha^  id)  ^,um  'iOieinigen  fomm'! 

Signet.    2öie  foHt'  id)!  25 

5nbrcd)t.  T)u  bift  if)r  freitid)  feinen  ©e^orfam  fc^ul^ 
big,  aber  id),  unb  maf)rlid),  ic^  mid  if)n  ber  Xoten  am 
menigften  meigern.     Xu  mirft  mid)  nic^t  ()inbern  mollen, 
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ein  frommer  '£oI)n  gu  fein!     SHfo!     (Sr  nimmt  bic  ^erlm 

unb  tüid  fie  fdjmüdm.) 

5lgnc^  (tritt  5urü(f).     ^1id)t  bod)!     2öqö  bliebe  noc^  für 
eine  '^^^ringeffin! 
5      9U6rcrf)t.     ilöillft  bu  trennen,  ma^  ^5ufammenge()ört? 
3)a  gäbft  bu  meinem  i^ater,  bcn  bu  fo  fiird}teft,  ein  böfeö 
S3eifpien     SOkc^'ö  frfinell  lieber  gut,  baß  er  \id)  nic^t 
barauf    berufe!     ^omm!     Ökirfieö    gu    @(eirf)em!     (ör 
fcf)üttcit  bie  'perlen,  baii  fie  flo^jpcrn.)     -Tqö  l^ei^t  ()ier:  ^^aget 
10  ju  ©c^nee!     (@r  tjängt  fie  it)r  um.)    9lun  mögen  fie  fic^ 
ftreiten,  mer  meiner  ift! 
5(öne!g.     ®c^meid)Ier! 

'äibxcd)t     2(gneö,  f)at  man'«^  bir  fc^on  gefagt,  ba^^^ 

ber  rote  SBein,  njcnn  bu  it)n  trinfft,  burc^  ben  Stlabafter 

IS  beine'3  ^alfeö  ^inburd)Ieud)tet,  aU  ob  man  i{)n  auö  einem 

Äriftatt  in  ben  anbern  göffe?    5Iber,  maö  fd)ft)at3'  ic^! 

((gr   nimmt    ba«    golbene    Siabcm.)      3d)     ^obe    ja    UOd;    ein 

^aar  gu  oereinigen!    ((Er  «»[  cg  if)r  auffegen.) 
5lgnc^.     (So  tüürbe  mid)  brürfcn! 

2o  5nbrcd)t.  X)u  ^aft  rcd)t,  baf]  bu  bid;  jet^t  noc^  me^r 
fträubft  inie  Dörfer,  benn  l}icr  ift  bie  Ebenbürtig  feit  nod) 
mel)r  3tt)eifeü)aft!  T)u^  ®otb  unb  ha^  (er  beutet  auf  if)rc 
?odfcn),  ber  3Ibftanb  ift  gu  grofi!  XHe^  ift  ber  Sonnen^ 
ftral^I,  n)ie  er  erft  burd)  bie  Grbe  fjinburc^ging  unb  an 

25  it)re  SOlillionen  @en3äd)fe  fein  iöefteö  abgag,  bann  0er= 
bic^tete  .fid^  ber  grobe  9ieft  gum  fd^meren  toten  £orn! 
2)a^  ift  ber  Sonnenftrat)!,  ber  bie  Erbe  niemals  berührte; 
er  b.ätte  eine  SS^unberblume  erzeugt,  öor  ber  fid)  fctbft 
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ÜJofcn  unb  Milien  geneigt  fiaben  mürben,  boc^  er  50g  eö 
t)or,  l'ic^  fofenb  ate  ]cf)immernbee!  9Ze^  um  bein  .^aupt 
3u  legen!  (gr  feßt  i{)r  bae  Xiahcm  auf.)  2Iber  nimm'd 
nic^t  fo  genau,  mir  finbcn  nidjhi  iBeffreö. 

9Ignc^.     5Zur,    um    jU    ]et)en,    mie'ö    if)r    geftanben    5 

'üHbttd^t  Xa^  2Iuge  ift  [0  cbe(,  hat:,  e^^  nic{)t  gc= 
fcfimücft  merben  fann,  noc^  biefen  Üiing  an  bcn  j^inger  — 
er  ging  lange  genug  nacft!  —  noc^  biefeö  3Irmbanb,  unb 
(Sr  füf)rt  i'ie  ritterlich  Dor.)  bie  .Raiferin  ift  fertig!  Xenn,  baö  10 
at)ntc[t  bu  nic^t,  eine  .fiaijerin  moKt'  ic^  machen,  unb  [ie 
[tef)t  ha,  \tt/  biä)  auf  ben  erften  X^ron  ber  SSelt,  unb  in 
taufenb  3flf)i"en  mirb  nic^t  fommen,  bie  fagen  barf: 
ergebe  bic^!  ^lun  miU  icf)  aber  aucf)  mein  Xeil  fef)cn! 
(@r  nimmt  eine  SDJenge  melfer  SBtumen  ufro.  au6  bem  Jac^.)  3BeIfe  15 
iölumen  unb  ißlötter,  bie  faft  ^erftäuben,  menn  man  fie 
anrührt?  2Ba^  mag  fid)  fo  anfünbigcn?  ^erauei!  (ßr 
erblidt  einen  Jotenfopf  unb  erf)cbt  it)n.)  '^20),  bu  bift'ö,  ftummer 
%^rebiger?  Xu  rebeft  noc^  beffer,  roie  2aIomo,  aber  mir 
fagft  bu  nid)tö  Oleue^;  mcr,  mie  ic^,  auf  2cf)lacf)tfc(bcrn  20 
aufmuc^^?,  ber  meiü  ee  aucb  obne  bid),  haf^  er  fterben 
muß!  Xod)  erft  mid  id)  leben.!  ^m  öimmel  gibt'^3 
^albfelige,  fie  bticfen  nac^  ber  (Erbe  ^uiiicf,  unb  miffcn 
nid)t,  marum!  3^^  i^eiß  eC,  fie  f)aben  i^ren  Helc^  nic^t 
geleert,  fie  Ijaben  nicf)t  geliebt!     3^/ ^gneö —  25 
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9.  Sscne 

SDer  tafteüon  (tritt  ein) 

5((6rc(()t  (5um  taftcnan).     ^alt!    5Zoc^  fein  SBort,  unb 

ob  bie  iföclt  unterginge!     3a,  Slgneö,  menn  ic^  bei  ®ott 

auff)örcn  [o((,  mufe  ic^  bei  bir  anfangen,  eö  gibt  für  mid^ 

5  feinen  anberen  iföeg  ju  i()m!     @e()t  e^  bir  nic^t  aud^  fo? 

5Jgne^.    Unb  fäme  jel^t  ber  Xob,  ic^  bürfte  nid)t  me^r 

fagen:  bu  fommft  ju  früf)! 

9n6rccf|t  (preßt  fie  an  fic^).  %l{  unf're  SBoKuft  münbet 
in  ©Ott,  maö  unf're  enge  iöruft  nic^t  fa^t,  baö  flutet  in 
10  bie  feinige  hinüber,  er  ift  nur  gtüdlid^,  tt)enn  mir  fe= 
lig  finb,  folt  er  nic^t  gliicflic^  fein?  (@r  füfet  [ie.)  Unb 
jumeilen  ftö^t  er  bie  ilöcüe  ^,urücf,  bann  überftrömt  fie 
ben  'i)J2enfcf)en,  unb  er  ift  auf  einmal  ba^in,  n)anbeU  im 
^arabiefe  unb  fpürt  feine  33eränberung !  SBenn  ha^  [t^t 
15  fäme! 

5tgne^.    9^ic^t  njeiter,  nicf)t  meiter! 
5Ubrcd)t  (läfet  fie  log).    X'oö  mar  eine_8tunbe!    J^un 
fomme  bie  gmeite!  —  2öag  gibt'ö? 
Slaftcttan.    33otfc^aft  \)on  ßurem  .^errn  3Sater!    9?it= 
20  ter  "preifing! 

Snbrcdjt»     ^ier^er!     (faftcdan  ab.) 
(Hgneö  loill  gc^en) 

%ibveä)t     9Zein!  2o  ift'ö  ni(^t  gemeint,  ha^  i^ 

hid)   öerleugnen   mill!  ißteib!  SSie  ber   bic^    anficf)t, 

25  fielet  mein  5ßater  bic^  aucf)  an.  X)a  miffen  mir  gteicf), 
mie'^  fte^t! 
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5Ignc^.  ?QB  mic^,  mein  Jübrecfit!  @ei  treibt  mic^ 
fort!  ^ie^  (Sie  beutet  auf  baö  Xiabem.)  märe  ^erauö- 
f  orberung ! 

5nbrc(^t.     So   ge()   ha   [)inein,   ba   ift   \a    noc^    ein 
©emacf),  nic^t  tt)af)r?    T)ann  bift  bu  mit  brei  Schritten    5 
lieber  bei  mir!  (Slgnc«  ab) 

2(Ibrerf|t     Äommt  nur,  ic^  laffe  mic^  [inben! 

\0.  Ssene 

^rciftng  (tritt  ein,  Dor:  Jörring,  ^rflucn^oöcti  unb  9iot^^offt  öon 
Söcrnbcrg  begleitet) 

51tbrcrf)t.     ^a^$  bringt  3{)r,  -ßan^Ier?  10 

*45rctfmg.     5i-öblicf)e  iöot|cf)aft! 

?übrc(t)t.     SSirflicf)?    ^a  fäme  ^^^^ube  ^,ur  ^reubef 

*-|3rcifing.  (Sine  33ot]c^att,  bie  mein  gnäbiger  öerr 
eigentlicf)  bem  Üxitter  .^at)becf  unb'  nic^t  mir  fiätte  über= 
tragen  f ollen!  15 

9(Ibred)t.     2o!'    ^d)  oerfteJ)'  fc^on! 

^^reifmg.  ßr  mußte  (Sucf)  bie  5^ucf)t  Gurer  erften 
53raut  metben  — 

5(Ibrcrf)t.  ^d)  i)ab^  öergefj'en,  ibn  bafür  ^u  belohnen, 
eö  fo((  gefc^ef)en,  [»balb  ic^  i{)n  mieberfe^'!  20 

i^retfing.  (5r  io((te  (Suc^  billig  aud)  ba^  ^arüovt  ber 
^^meiten  überbringen! 

5(Ibrcrf)t.  '^reifing,  gerabe  ^erauvS!  3cf)  üerfte^  rnic^ 
[cf)(ecf)t  Quf^  O^ätfellöfen,  aber  gut  auf^  5iufefnacfen! 
Si^ne  ift'«?  25 
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*|Srctfmg.     (Suer  5>ater  l)Qt  um  bie   fc^önfte   ^^ürftin 
^cut|d)lanbö  für  (iucf)  ange()alten  — 

5n0rcri)t.     Xaö  bebaur'  id)  fc()r! 

*4.^rciftng.     Cirid)  üon  iöraunfc^meig  ^at  eingeminigt! 
5      5tlbrcd)t.     Xa'ö  bebaur'  id)  nod)  me^r! 

^^^rcifing.     Uub  id)  — 

5nbrcd)t    3^1^  [oKt  mic^  ^um  ^lidtn  bringen,  mie 

einen  ^Jlürnberger  .^ampelmann,  ben  man  Don  f)inten 

jie{)en  fann!    ßö  mirb  (Sud)  nic^t  gelingen,  unb  ba^ 

lo  bebaur'    ic^    am    meiften,    benn    (Suer    2{n[e^en    lüirb 

barunter  leiben! 

^rcifmg.  ßuer  33ater  mürbe  erftaunt  [ein,  i>a^  fann 
ic^  Gud)  ticr[id)ern,  mcnn  3f)V  Gud)  nur  einen  Slugenblicf 
gegen  eine  5>erbiubung  [träuben  fönntet,  bie  feit  ber 
IS  Hortung  .^cinrid)ö  beö  Jörnen  nic^t  guftanbe  gebracht 
merben  fonnte,  fo  oft  e^  aud)  t)erfud)t  mürbe,  unb  bie  eine 
uralte,  3umeilen  f)öd)ft  gefi.lf)rlid)e  (veinbfd)aft  für  emige 
3eiten  erftidcn  mirb!  .^ier  nic^t  mit  beiben  Rauben 
gugreifen,  Reifet  nic^t  blo^  ha^  ©lud  mit  ^^ü^en  treten; 
20  eö  t)ei^t  aud)  bie  enblic^  eingefc^tafene  ^einbfdiaft  jmifd^en 
5BeIf  unb  SBittel^ibac^  mieber  aufmeden,  ia  öerboppeln; 
eö  l^eif^t  ben  ungerechten  §a^  in  einen  gerechten  öer= 
manbeln;  eö  (jeißt  bie  ^aö)t  ^erausforbern  unb  i^r 
felbft  bie  Sßaffen  reid^en! 
25  5(Ibrcc^t.  T)a^  meiß  ic^,  0,  ba^  meife  ic^,  mic^  follt'ö 
munbern,  menn'ö  anberö  mär'!  9D?an  fann  bie  ^läm 
meinet  33aterö  nie  freuten,  o^ne  jugleic^  ber  f)atben  SBelt 
inö  ©efic^t  gu  fc^Iagen,  mit  if)m  adein  f)at'ö  noc^  feiner 
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gu  tun  gehabt!  2Iber  fo  grofe  bie  Äunft  auc^  [ein  mag, 
ben  5'flben  fo  ^u  [pinnen,  unfehlbar  ift  [ie  nic^t,  unb  bieö= 
mal  reißt  er  ah\ 

^^reifmg.    Unb  dmv  ©runb? 

5n6rec^t.     3f)r  fennt  if)n!  5 

*4Srcifmg.    3d)  f)offe,  nein! 

%lbxc(i)t    9Uc^t?    ^D^un,  ^^x  brauet  if)n  nic^t  meit 
gu  [uc^en!     3c^  bin  ein  9}2en|c^,.  ic^  foU  bem  SBeibe, 
mit  bem  id^  tior  ben  3((tar  trete,  fo  gut  roie  ein  anbrer 
Siebe  unb  Jreue  ^ufcf)mören,  barum  muß  ic^'ö  fo  gut  m 
lüie  ein  anbrer  felbft  mäljlcn  bürfen! 

^rctfmg.  3i)V  feib  ein  ^ürft,  3^r  foKt  über  miU 
lionen  ^errfc^en,  bie  für  (Surf)  ()eute  if)ren  ^rf)meif! 
oergiejien,  morgen  ii^x  33(ut  öerfpriljen  unb  übermorgen 
i^r  ?eben  auöljaurfien  muffen:  irodt  ^^x  baö  at(eö  ganj  15 
umfonft?  ©0  t)at  ©ott  bie  SKett  nirf)t  eingerichtet, 
bann  lüäre  fie  nimmer  runb  geworben,  einmal  müfjt 
3^r  auc^  if)nen  ein  Cpfer  bringen,  unb  3f)v  inerbet 
nirf)t  ber  erfte  ßureö  ru{)mlüürbigen  @efrf)Ierf)tö  fein 
tüoKen,  ber  eö   öerlneigert!  20 

5(I&rcrf)t.  Ginmal?  Ginmal  mit  Jebem  3(tenr,uge, 
meint  3[)r!  3Sif,t  3f)r  auc^,  ma^  3^)^  öcriangt?  Öemif? 
nic^t,  benn  fonft  mürbet  ^t}X  bie  Slugen  menigftenö  nieber= 
fc^hgen  unb  nic^t  bafte()en,  aU  ob  aik  i^t^n  ©ebote  mit 
feurigen  53uc^ftaben  auf  (äurer  Stirn  gefc^rieben  ftänben.  25 
SBa^  tut  3^t-,  menn  ber  Jag  Qud)  ein  finftreö  ©efic^t 
geigt,  menn  Qud)  alk^  mißlingt,  unb  3^^  @uc^  felbft 
fe^lt?    3^r  rt^ßi^ft  beifeite,  maö  Qud)  quält,  unb  eilt  ^^u 
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(Surem  SBeibe,  [ie  ift  öieKeic^t  gerabe  boppett  öon  ©ott 
gefegnet  unb  (arm  (Sud)  abgeben,  menn  ba^  aud)  einmal 
md)t  jutrifft,  [o  fönnt  3{)r  [ie  [a  gar  nic^t  anfe^en,  of)ne 
ader  ßurer  glüdlirf^en  Stunben  ^^u  gcbenfen,  unb  Wem  bic 
siniebcr  lebeubig  n3erben,  ber  t)at  eine  nief)r!  2Baö  Wäf 
mein  l'oö?  Äönnt'  icf)  autf)  ju  meinen  SBeibe  eilen? 
Unmöglicf),  ic^  mü^te  e^er  eine  SSac^e  öor  meine  Xüv 
[teilen,  bamit  bie  Un[elige  in  i^rer  Un[d)ulb  nur  nirf)t 
öon  [e(b[t   fomme  unb  mirf)  ganj  üerrüdt  mac^e,  benn 

io[ie  märe  ja  mein  ärg[tcr  'i^iud)\  X)od)  nein,  ha^  n)äre 
[d)Ied)t  öon  mir,  baö  bür[t'  ic^  nid^t,  id^  mü^te  if)r  ent^ 
gegenge(}en,  unb  [ie  in  meine  SIrme  [c^Iieüen,  n3ä^renb 
id)  [ie  lieber  öon  mir  [d)leubern  möchte  h)ie  einen  an^ 
friec^enben  Ää[er,  benn  baö  t)ätt'  ic^  öor  ®ott  gelobt. 

i5@rau[t   (Sud)?    SSi^t   3i)r   ie^t,   iraö   ^^x   öerlangt? 

'^lid)t  b[o\]  au[  mein  (s){üd  [od  ic^  35er5i(^t  Iei[ten,  ic^  [olt 

,  mein  UngÜicf  liebfo[en,  ic^  [oICö  ^erjen  unb  fü[[en,  ia 

I  ic^  [olt  ba[ür  beten,  aber  nein,  nein,  in  alte  (Siüigfeit 

nein! 

20  ^^reiftng.  ^er^og  ?ubn)ig,  ßuer  35or[al^r,  naf)m  eine 
(^emat)Iin,  bie  feiner  erblidte,  o()ne  i()r  gu  bem  9hmen, 
ben  [ie  in  ber  ()eitigen  3;;au[e  emp[angen  lt)atte,  unlDiIl^ 
flirtic^  noc^  einen  jtneiten  ^u  geben;  eö  mar  9()?argarct()a 
öon  Äärnt^en,  bic  im  53o(fe(munb  nod)  t)eut^,utage  bie 

25  'i)Jtautta[d)e  ()ei^t.  (2r  mar  jung  mie  ^tjv  unb  man  t)ört 
nic^t,  ha]^  er  btinb  gen3e[en  i[t,  aber  [ie  brachte  bie  (5^ra[= 
[d)a[t  Xirot  an  53al)ern  surücf,  unb  menn  er  [ic^  über 
i()re  3d)önl)eit  nid)t  [reuen  tonnte,  [0  mirb  ber  ©ebanfe 
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i^n  getröftet  ^aben,  ha]^  [eine  armen  Untertanen  unter 
feiner  ^tegierung  ba^  2aU  ^od)  einmal  fo  billig  fauften 
mie  suoor  unb  it)n  mit  fröt)[icf}en  @e[ict)tern  morgen^?, 
mittag^  unb  abenb^  bafür  fegneten! 

^ibxcdjt    SSißt  3^r,  ob  er  ii)mn  nid)t  iebeemal  eine    5 
^itte  abl'cf)Iug,  menn  er  fein  SBeib  gefef)en  batte? 

^rctfmg.  ^d)  meiß  nur,  ha\^  er  öier  Äinber  hinter- 
ließ,  ©näbiger  ^en-,  ic^  l^abc  meine  iöotfcbaft  auv^ge^ 
ricbtet  unb  merbe  Gurem  23ater  metben,  ha\i  3br  \u  mir 
nid)t  ^a  gefagt  t)abt  3SoUt  3^)1"  etroni?  binuifügcn,  fo  10 
tut'^,  inenn  3f)r  i^n  fel)t!  9Mn  2Iufti-ag  ift  nod)  nic^t^ 
3U  Snbe,  ic^  fod  Sucf)  noc^  ^u  bem  Jurnier  laben,  ha^  er 
in  9?egenv?burg  ]n  balten  gebenft,  unb  3br  merbet  feinen 
Unwillen  nicf)t  baburc^  noc^  er^bf;en  mollen,  ha^  3bi' 
auebleibt!  15 

3nbrc(^t.  ©emiß  nidit,  icb  babe  ha§  %t(i}tm  nicf)t 
»erlernt,  audb  in  .^lugeburg  nicbt,  imb  gebe  gern  ben 
iöeinei^! 

^Srctfmg.     Xa  müßt  3^v  benn  noc^  ^eute  auffit?en! 

mbxcö)t     ^llocf)  ^eute?  20 

^4?rcifing.    Übermorgen  finbet'^  ftatt! 

5(Ibrcrf|t.  Ta^i  fommt  ia  rafcf)er  ^uftanbe,  mie  eine 
33auernfc^(ägerei!  2ßaö  gibt'^  benn?  3[t  ^^^  -ftaifer 
in  feinem  Sllter  eine  ^l?rin^,effin  geboren? 

"!|?reifing.    2öaf)rfcf)ein(id)  foKte  <5ure  neue  35erIobung  25 
ber   iHitterfcbaft  üerfünbigt  tt)erben,   benn   ßuer   inner 
bält  Gure  Steigerung  für  unmög(icf)  unb  ift  ftol,  barauf, 
hü\i  if)m  gelang,  raa^?  feinen  i^orfabren  brei  3ci^Tbunbcrte 
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f)inburd)  mific^Iücftc.  9hm  mirb'ö  iDol}!  auf  ein  btoße^ 
Vaii^ciifpicl  tnuaui^laufcn ! 

?(Ibretf)t.  ©{cü1)0ic(!  3^)  bin  in  billigen  T)ingen 
fein  ge[)orfamcr  3o()n  unb  mit  um  eine  (Srbfenfc^ote 
5  turnicrcn,  menn  cr'^  üerlangt! 

*45rcifing.  '^Üfo,  3l)i'  erfd)eint,  icf)  i)ab'  Guer  SBort! 
(ab,  öon  iörring,  grauen^oocn  unb  9iott)f)afft  oon  SBemberg  surücf= 
begleitet)  >, 

U.  Ssene 

5(I0recf)t.  T)a  i\V^\  Unb  icf)  fann  nid)t  fagen,  ha^^ 
lo  micf)'ei  üerbrießt!  S^  bin  nid)t  gemacf)t,  mein  ©lücf  ju 
gcnicf^cn,  mie  ein  Ännbc  bie  ilirfcbcn  nofc^t,  bie  er 
gc[to()(cn  f)at!  Unb  lücnn  ber  2tunnimnb  mir  bie 
2:Qrnfappe  abreißt,  fo  fann  ber  ^^lugöburger  *i}5riefter 
borf)  geiniB  nid)t  fagen,  icf)  felbft  f)ätte  baei  ©e^eimnie; 
15  öerraten! 

\2.  Ssenc 

WgtlCi^  (tritt  hjieber  ein,  aber  of)ne  tie  Äleinobicn).  9^un, 
mein  5(fbre4tV 

%ibvtd}t  ^a,  Sfgneö,  nun  iDerb'  ic^'e  balb  fef)en,  ob 
bu  Oon  beincm  i^ater  Wai'  gelernt  f)aft,  id)  merbe  bloß, 
20  um  bid)  auf  bie  ''^^robc  ^^u  ftelfen,  ein  paar  iöeulen  oon 
^egeni?burg  mitbringen!  Sfber,  \va<^  f)aft  bu  gemacf)t? 
Wldn  SBerf  n)ieber  ^erftört?  9^ein,  mirft  bu  fagen, 
®otteö  SSerf  micber  f)crgeftef(t!  Unb  eö  ift  \mi)i\  id) 
f)atte  eei  nur  üerborbcn,  mie  ber  Änabe  bie  ?ifie,  bie  er  mit 
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^letfenblättern  beftreut!     Xu.  tateft  woijl,   ben   blmt^n 
Überftu^   ab',iifd)üttc(n. 

5iguc^.     M)   h^'^^^  itlTcv^  c^cf)ört,  alice!     3d)  mußte! 

3tlbrerf)t.  5I((e^,  nur  meine  (cl3te  Stntroort  nid)t! 
^ürc^te  nicf)tö  oon  meinem  Unc3e[tüm,  icf)  f)alte  fie  ^urücf,  5 
fo  lange  ic^  fann,  aucf)  jcl?t  nod)!  5(ber  im  äuf^erften 
^aU:  ^picr  i[t  [ic.  ^ßr  umarmt  fie.)  iförijinb  Deixint, 
nur  ber  Xob  fann  rni^i  noc^  trennen,  unb  ber  i[t  [ein 
eigner  -perr!  Sind)  gibt'^?  auf  ber  ganzen  35?elt  f^nnen 
Ann,  ber  fic^  fd)ne[(er  in  etma^  ergibt,  mie  mein  Isatcr,  10 
toenn  er  fie()t,  ha)^  md)h^  mef)r  ^,u  änbern  i[t!  dlmi  in 
bie  9?ü[tfammer!  ^3bt^^ar[t  unb  Xörring  nef)m'  ic^  mit, 
[^rauenbouen  bleibt  f)ier  ^u  beinem  2c^utj! 

3(gneiä.     Gö  i[t  nic^t  (5urd)t,  ma^  mid)  bemegt!     Xen 
^c^minbet  i)ah*  id)  übermunben!     SIber — 2ief),  mein  15 
3ltbrec^t,  e^  tut  mir  m^\  irenn  ic^  mir  benfe,  baß  gan^ 
Slug^burg  mid)  für  etma^5  anbere^?,  al^i  für  beine  @ema()Un 
^ä(t;  unb  ber   Xroft,   öor  Öott  rein  ba^uftebcn,  rcid)t 
nic^t  immer  au^:?,  faum,  (an  mic^'ö  befennen,  ha^  @efül)I, 
mein  @(ücf  bamit  ^u  be^5af)tcn.     Xod)  id)  h3i((  eö  gern  20 
mein  gan^,eö  Veben  lang  ertragen,  menn'v?  nur  s)ni|d)en 
bir  unb  beinem  ^sater  (vricbe  bleibt.     SSie  fürd)ter(id^ 
iDor'ö  mir  früher  fc^on  iinnicr,  mcnn  fid^  g^eunbe  unb 
53rüber  meinetiüegen  ent'^iucitcn,  unb  Hon  mie  mand)em 
Xan^5  blieb  id)  rt)eg,  um'ö  nur  nic^t  ^u  [e()en!     Unb  mai5  25 
lüar  ha^  gegen  biee! 

5(Ibred)t.     Xie^mal  ift  gar  nic^tö  ]u  beforgen!     Sluc^ 
ein   j5ür[tenfof)n   barf  fagcn:    id)    mill    bie   nid)t!    unb 
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meuigftcnö:  tc^  irill  noc^  nid)t!  Slber  ^ufammett^auen 
lüill  irf)  fie  —  ^d\  iüer  mxd)  biöf)cr  fd)on  cmcii  guten 
5erf)ter  genannt  l)Qt,  ber  foU  [id)  fd)ämcn,  unb  ein  icber 
fott  [ic^'ö  im  [tüten  sufdjmören,  nair  nie  iüieber  in  ben 
5  ?i5eg   5u   treten,   and)   mv   felbft    nic^tö    abfaefommt! 

(beibc   ah) 

SJegen^burg 

i 

\5.  S^cne 

(Jurnierpla^.     !J)ie  3iif<^ttuei^  fii^i^  auf  if)rcn  Xribünen  f($on  tjcrfammelt. 

Der  SJJarfd^all  fte^t  öor  ben  Scfiraufeti,  ein  '-Sud)  unterm  Hxm.     ÖroBcr 

3"S;  Sol^liif'^  Jrop^äen,  Xrompcten) 

lo  C^rnft  (tritt  auf,  bon  feinen  9fittern  begleitet.     Unter  biefen  bcfin^cn 
fitf)  SBotfrom  öon  *4Jicn5cnau,  Otto  Bon  Sern,  ^gno,^  uon  Se\}boit- 
ftorff  unb  .!panö  Don  ^Jreifing.    *4^reiftng  geljt  if)m  ^ur  Seite.     3)ie 
Flitter  [teUen  fid)  biä  auf  ^JJrcifmg  rec^tg  oom  9}?arfc^al(  auf) 

^-ISrctfing.     ©näbiger  i^err,  mi^beutet'ö  nic^t,  baf,  id) 

15  noc^  einmal  auf  topfe,  aber  bie   ®tunbe  i[t  ernft,   ina^ 

3^r  5u  tun  gebenft,  fann  Dielleic^t  nic^t  mef)r  jurücfgetan 

merben,  unb  ^tjr  pflegt  [a  boc^  fonft  meinen  geringen 

9iat  nid)t  ju  t)erfd)mä()en! 

(?rnft.  ®egen  iebermann  fann  ic^  @uc^  fc^üt?en,  nur 
20  uic^t  gegen  meinen  9kc^fotger,  barum  rat'  ic^  mir  bieö= 
mal  altein! 

aJlarfc^an  (ruft).  SSoIfram  t3on  ^iensenau!  Otto, öon 
Sern! 

^tcnjcnau  unb  93crn.     ^ier! 

25  (9Jtarfd)aU  läfjt  fie  ein) 
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<Pmfing.  3(^  fürcfite  in  erraten,  m^  '^l)v  öor^ 
l)Qbt,  ber  ^JJiarfrfiaa  f)at  baö  «ucf)  geiülB  nicfit  umfonjt 
unterm  2lrm!  Überlegt'^  nod),  id)  bitt'  guc^,  unb  fef)t 
in  ber  rafcfien  Slntmort,  bie  er  ßuc^  oor^in  gab,  ntcbt 
ben  Xrofe  eineö  2o()nö,  fonbern  bie  $artnäcfigfcit  eincö  5 
ikrliebten,  ber  [ein  @efüf)l  für  eine  31gneö  nic^t  [ogleid) 
auf  eine  Slnna  übertragen  fann! 
G^mft.    3^r  tuerbet  augenblicflid)  aufgerufen  tüerben! 

0]5rei[lng  ge{)t  ju  ben  9?ittem) 
©rnft.     ein   Sd)nitt  iui^   ^-(eifc^   tut    not.     SBirft'ö  la 
nid)t  gleid),  fo  iüirft'ö  fpäter!     ©,  ei,  tt)er  r)ätte  baö 
gebockt!     (Siner  ^Dirne  megen! 

(2Ilbre(f)t  tritt  mit  gtott)t)aTft  tion  aSemberg  unb  Jörring  auf) 
©rnft  (an  mbvcd)t  üorbciirf)reitenb).    ^lod)  einmal!    Xarf 
id)   ber   9iitterfd)aft   üure    ^ßerlobung   mit   5Inna   üon  15 
iöraunfci^meig  anfünbigcn  laffen? 

5tlbrcrf)t.  M  ^)aöe  ^u  öiel  öon  (?uc^  im  Seib,  um 
auf  eine  unb  bicfelbe  ^rage  an  einem  unb  ^mfelben 
33lorgen  imi  5lntmorten  ^u  geben!  —  SDIein  ©ott,  lag 
id)  benn  gan^,  umfonft  auf  ben  tnien  öor  ßud)?  20 

©rnft.  ^  @ut!  (Gr  9ef)t  raeiter.)  llMrf d)a((,  ic^  l^aht  Qud) 
nic^tö  lu  fagen!     ((Sr  beftcist  eine  Iribüne.)     9Zur  fort! 

9«arfrf)oa  (ruft),  .spanö  oon  ^]5reifing!  3gna3  Don 
Set)boItftorff! 

^^^rcifmg    unb     Sctjbottftorff.      ^ier!      (treten    an    bie  25 

Sc^ranfen) 
mbxc(i)t    ^^reifing!   2et}bottftorff!  Burücf!  Söittelö^^ 

bad)    ift    ba!      (tritt  an  bie  2cf)ranfeu) 
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mbred)t    2)2Qr[c^arr    öon    ^oppen^eim,   aufgefd^aut! 
3)en  53Iniben,  bcm  id^  ben  Star  fted^cn  mu&,  bebten'  i* 
mit  bergan 5c! 
5      Cfrnft.    5IrtifeI  3e^n! 

maxidjati  (öffnet  ba«  S3u($  unb  lieft).    SBeiter  mürbe  311 

^cilbronn   für   emige   Reiten  bcfcf^Ioffen  unb  georbnet: 

iDeId)er    Dom    5IbcI    geboren    unb    berfommen  ift    unb 

(grauen   unb   Crnngfrauen   [rf)iDäcf;te  — 

10       Sribrcc^t  (fcf)Iägt  i^m  ba«  ^nd)  auö  ber  ^anb).     ^er  borf 

mcf)t  turnieren!    SBerben  ^ier  trippenreiter  ^ugelaffen, 
bic  batj  nicf)t  lüiffcn? 

max)d)aü,  3br  [eib  ongeftagt,  auf  (Surem  ®c^Io&  ^oiy 
bürg  mit  einem  Sc^mabenmäbc^en  in  Unehren  m  leben' 
15      SHbrcj^t.     9}?ein  Älager? 

(Grnft  erficbt  fic^) 

^Strbrcc^t  ^er^og  öon  9)mnc^en=«apern,  la^  beine 
^päfier  peit[cf)en,  [ie  traben  beine  ©c^mieger  öerun- 
nfiinpft!  Xk  d)r^  unb  tugenbfame  Shigöburger  i8ür= 
20  gertocf)ter,  Jungfer  2(gneö  iöcrnauer  ift  meine  ©emabUn, 
unb  niemanb  aU  fie  befinbet  ficf)  auf  53of)burg!  ^ier 
ftcf)cn  meine  Beugen! 

Cfmft.    ^fsrcifing!    ^a^  ift  |a  sum  -  Söieberiuna. 

toerbcn! 

25      5(tbrerf)t.     T)a  man  nun  mit  feinem  angetrauten  SBeibe 

Hiebt  in  Uncbren  tcben  fann,  fo ®d)ilbfnapp,  geig' 

bem  mann  mit  bcm  ^öucf)  ha,  wie  man  öffnet! 
(Sc^ilbfuapp  öffnet  rafc^) 
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Stlbrcc^t  (tritt  ein),  ^lun,  Hjv  Ferren?  Tlan  pflegt: 
Icö  tüünfc^'  (^uc^  @Iü(f!  3U  [agen! 

(Jmft  (greift  gum  ®^»ert  unb  mill  f)inunter  ftürgen).  Qd) 
fomm'  fc^on! 

^reifmg  (mirft  fic^  i^m  entgegen),    ©uäbiger  ^err,  erft   5 
müßt  3^t:  mid)  burc^fto^en! 

Gnxft.  ®,  id^  tüilFö  ja  nur  at^  Änüttet  brauchen, 
ic^  miti  nur  für  bie  Überrafc^ung  bauten!  ^oc^,  3^t 
^abt  red^t,  eö  i[t  auc^  fo  gut,  Utaö  ert)il3t  ber  33ater  [id^, 
ber  .*perpg  genügt.  (Gr  ruft.)  (Sble  üon  iöol)crn,  @ra=  10 
fen,  gi^ei^erren  unb  9?itter,  auc^  2ßilt)elm,  mein  trüber, 
i)at  einen  Sof)n  — 

5((brccf)t.     3Sqö  foH  baö? 

(^ft.  3Ber  beu  2Beg  jur  Sc^Iaffammer  feiner 
ef)r=  unb  tugenbfamen  3ungfer  —  aUen  ^lefpeft  Cor  15 
if)r,  e^  mufe  eine  gefc^cite  'i^erf on  fein !  —  burc^  bie 
Äir(^e  nefjmen  mu^te,  ber  nimmt  bie  iöenebiftion  mit 
unb  bie  @nabe  aller  .^eiligen  obenbrcin,  aber  Ärone 
unb  iperpgömantel  lä^t  er  am  Stitar  ^urüd!  (Sr 
fä^rt  fort.)  2)iefer  Sot)n  f)eiBt  Slbolf  unb  if}n  erflür'  20 
ic^- 

5((brccl)t.    ^ei  meiner  SQ^utter,  nein! 

.!pan^  öon  Säubetftng.  2nbred)t  öon  SBittcI^bac^, 
3ngoIftabt  ftef)t  hinter  Gncf),  fürcf)tct  nitf)t  für  Guer 
9fec^t,  gublüig  ber  53ärtigc  ^5ic{)t!  25 

©mft.  ^ubmig  Don  3ngo(ftabt,  ober  ü3er  l^ier  für 
i^n  fpric^t,  ba^  S^ieid)  fte()t  t)inter  mir  mit  5tc^t  unb 
5Iberac6t,  tnel^'  bem,  ber  feine  Crbnung  ftört! 
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9JJflrft^(lß   (neb[t   oiclen   anbereu   Otittcm,  mit   ben   3cf)roertern 
flirrenb).      ^a,  lücl)'   bcm!  ^ 

©mft.    Bürger  öon  Slugöburg,  Gibam   beöt';^abci\^, 

empfangt  iel3t  2egcn  imb   .spocf)^eit^gabe  ^^^uglcirf)!  (fäijvt 

5  fort)   tSi5  lebe  mein  ^Jiadjfolger!      (Gr  ftcigt  »on   bcr  Iribünc 

i^crunter.)    SSer  ein  guter  33at)er  i[t,  [timmt  mit  ein:  e^^ 
lebe  ^(bolf,  ha^  Äinb! 

üütorfdjatt  (mit  Dielen  anbem  Stittcm  um  Gruft  fid^  fd^arenb). 
(Sv3  (ebe  :nbo([,  bius  .^inb! 
lo       'iJdbrctf)!   (jic^t  uub  bringt  auf  ben  Tlav\<i)att  ein,  aud^  um  i^n 

fd)areniicf)  einige  siitter).    Ctto,  mein  2tt)n^err,  für  Xreu! 

(fmft  (fcf)(ägt  i^m  mit  bcr  ^auft  aufg  (gc^mert).     ^aö  Xur== 

nicr  ift  nue! 

3(iarcrf|t.     9^ein,  cö  beginnt!    !Die  9?itterf(^aft   öer= 

15  lä^t  micf)!    53ürger  unb   dauern,   ^eron!     (Gr  fc^mingt 

fein  (Sc^mert  gegen  bie  ^u\d)auex.    ©rofec^  öetümmel.) 


Vierter  ^Ift 

l  5$ene 

(2)aö  J^ergoglic^e  Äabinett.    "ipreifing  fi^t  an  einem  Jifc^,  ettt  öcrfiegelteg 
!l)ofumeut  in  ber  §anb) 

^rctfinQ.     !Die^  folt  ic^  öffnen  unb  prüfen!     Unb  ge* 

20  robe  f)eut',  an  biefem  Xage  beö  3flTn^erö!     (Gr  befielt  ba« 

3}ofument.)     ^eine  Siuffc^rift,  biß  auf  ein  Äreu^!     5Iber 


S$icrter  2Ift.    2.  Z^tm  8i 

l'ieben  Siegel  Don  [einer  eignen  .panb!  Xa]u  ia^^, 
breifac^  Derfc^Ioffen,  in  einer  el}ernen  Xru^e!  Xer  3n= 
f)alt  muß  emft  unb  roicfttig  fein!  2Iuc^  neu  ift  e^  nid)t! 
Xa-J  berreift  ber  3 taub,  ber  [icf)  mir  an  bie  ^^inger  jefet! 

(er  fängt  an,  bie  Siegel  ju  crbrecfien.j      offenbar  ein  @e^eim=     5 

ni«,  bai5  er  lange  Dor  mir  Derbarg!  lO^r  ftiirb  faft 
beflommen! 

2.  rsene 

Stac^uig  (tritt  ein).  6in  iöauer  ift  ba,  mit  einer  unge-- 
!)euer  großen  ^it)re,  bie  er  bcm  ^Öer^og  ^eigen  roill! 

'^rciftng.     5Zur  ()eute  nic^t!     (5r  mirb  Dom  2terbe=  10 
bett  feine  5lugen  bafür  mitbringen! 

3tacf)u^.  Xa-^  ^ah'  icb  ibm  fcbon  gefagt!  2(ber  er 
läßt  fic^  nic^t  bebeuten,  unb  ^si)v  njißt'^^  ja,  ha\^  mir  mit 
ben  gemeinen  beuten  nic^t  unfanft  Derfaf)ren  bürfen! 

^reifmg.     2o  laf^  if)n  fteben,  bi«  er  Don  felbft  gef)t!  15 
,Öört  man  benn  nirf)t-:?  Don  bcm  armen  '^Mn^^en?    i^Hrb'e 
nicf)t  bocf)  ein  roenig  beffer?    iöei  ©Ott  ift  ja  fein  Xing 
unmöglich! 

Statf)u^.     33effer!     5?or    einer   f)alben   Stunbe  irarb 
er  Derfebcn!     «öerr  .ßan^ler,  bie  Sluge^burger  £)eye  paßt  20 
fcbon  auf,  unb  ber  Xeufel  läßt  fie  nicf)t  im  Stic^,  mie 
fo((t'^  beffer  merben! 

^rcifmg.     Sa^?  reb'ft  bu  ba  lieber,   Stacbu^?! 

8tad)U!?.     3Sav^  fie  aik  reben!     3n  ber  33urg,  auf 
ber  Straße,  an  ber  Scbranne,  im  .fUofterbof,  roo  man  25 
auc^    f)infommt,    ade,    alle!     Gin    fiodnnürbiger    'l?ater 
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i^ranjisfoner  ^at  btefe  ^ernaucriu  fd)on  t)on  bcr  ^an^l 
Ijcrab  t3erf(urf)t,  er  ()Qt  gc[agt,  [ie  fei  inert,  bei  lebcnbiflcin 
Veibc  öcrbrantit  ju  incrben,  ha  imrb'ö  bocf)  lüo()l  lüal)r 
fein!    Uub  irie  fottfö  au(^  nic^t!    (grft  ftirbt  ber  33ater, 

5  ber  gute,  gute  .-^erpg  23}il()ctm;  bieö  3Bami^  IjaW  id) 
üon  i[)m!  Xaun  folgt  feine  @emal)Iiu!  Äpeutc  rot, 
morgen  tot;  irir  mußten  fie  betneinen,  et)*  fie  if)n  nod) 
beweinen  fonnte.  'Dlun  ber  'ißrinj,  ber  freunbli^e  fleine 
3lboIf!     §ört  3^r?    :Daö  Sterbeglöcflein!     Gö  ift  auiM 

lo  3Iu^!      (Sr  ballt  bie  §änbc,  mie  jum  glucke.)      Uub  ic^  foÜte 
nid)t'?  —  ((Sr  fintt  auf  bie  Änie  unb  betet.) 

j['$rci[ing  finft  gleid)fall6  auf  bie  Änie) 

Stadium  (aufftei)enb).     Selbft  in  33ranb  fteden  möd)t' 
id;  ben  2c^eitcr()aufcn!     Die  fänbe  fo  öiele  .genfer,  alö 
15  e^  treue  i8at)ern  gibt.    5^un  gel)f  ö  an  ben  v'perjog,  ben 
regierenben  .f)errn,  gebt  nur  ad)t\     (ab) 

3.  Sscnc 

^retfmg  (ber  fic^   sugleic^   mit   Stac^u«  er'f)ebt).      ^Q,  ec^  ift 

quo!     Xa^  ©lödlein  üerftumint,  ha^  Äinb  tat  feinen 

letzten  Sttem^ug,  unb  Gruft  ijai  feinen  Grben  mel)r,  ha  er 

20  feinen   Sot)n  öerftiefe.     Dieö  ift  eine  fc^mere    ©tunbe 

furo  Sanb!    ©ott  fc^aue  gnäbig  auf  unö   Ijcxahl     (Gr 

ergreift   ha^    !l:ofumcnt   icicbcr.)      5iun    Voixh    er    lüO^I    glcid) 

l^ier  fein!    Xie  gan^5e  9kd)t  njar  er  brüben!     (er  nimmt 

e«   aug   bem   Umfc^lag    unb    entfaltet'«.)      SBqÖ    ift    ha^?      (Gr 

25  lieft.)     „9?ec^tUct)er  33einei^,  gefd)öpft  auö  ben  Orbnun^^ 
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cien  be^5  ^ciäj^i  unb  aiiberen  lauteren  Cuetleti,  ha\^  bie 
5Igiie^^  iöernauer  ober  ^^^ernaucr  qu^  Slugebiirg  inegen 
öerbred)eri]d)er  iserleitung  beö  iungen  Öer^og^  3llbrec^t 
311  unrechtmäßiger  l5i)e,  ja  [ogar,  [alU  fic^  nic^tö  h)ei= 
tereö  er{)arten  lic^e,  n)egen  bloßer  Gtnge^ung  einer  jol^  5 
d)cn  im  äußer ften  ^-aüe  gar  lüobi,  sur  5lbracnbung 
fc^roeren  Unf)eilv?,  auf  meiere  ^ei[e  e'i^  immer  [ei,  öom 
Seben  ^um  2obe  gebracf)t  Serben  bürfe!"  (Sr  fc^t  ab.) 
C  nun  begreif  icf)  aik^l  1)k]cv  Xott  Ujirb  inieber 
töten,  biefer  Änabe,  ber  nidU  einmal  [eine  9lürnberger  10 
^ lapper bü(f)[e  me()r  [cf)üttetn  fann,  mirb  baö  3JJäbcf)en 
na(^[)Olen!  Sc^rerfticf) !  (ßr  fie^t  lüicber  hinein.)  X)eö  jun= 
gen  .^er'^ogö!  Gr  i[t  [ünf  3af)re  älter  al^  [ie,  unb  ijat 
öie((eicf)t  [cf)on  [eine  er[te  3cf)Iacbt  gewonnen,  beüor  [ie 
no(^  i^re  le^te  *ipuppe  in  ben  ilöinfet  n)arf!  3irm[te,  15 
njelc^  ein  ®d^i(f[al  ereilt  bic^!  (er  blättert  um.)  2Ber 
:^at  [icf)  benn  untcr[d)rieben'?  Slbl^reiter!  Äraitmat)r! 
Gmeran  'D^u^^perger  ^u  Äalmperg!  ©rofse  3uri[ten,  inür= 
big,  5U  3u[tinianö  (^üßen  ^u  [il3en  unb  bie  SBett  lu 
ricf)ten,  lüer  n)agte  i^nen  ^^u  triibcr[precf)en!  Sie  i[t  öer=  20 
loren!  (gr  fief)t  iDicbcr  f)incin.)  Unb  gleicf)  nacf)  bem  9^egenö= 
burger  Xurnier  abge[aßt!  ^a,  ha  trafen  [ie  alle  brei 
l^ier  in  9}Jünc^en  5u[ammen,  ic^  t)ielt'ö  für  ^ufaft,  nun 
fe^'  icf)  tüo{)(,  baf,  [ie  gcru[en  inaren!  Xa^  [inb  [cf)on 
brittbalb  3a5^e!  Sßie  tnenig  mag  [ie'e  nocb  erinarten!  25 
(Gr  blättert  noc^  einmal  um.)  Unten  baei  förmlid)e  Xobeö= 
urteil,  bcm  nur  noc^  ber  yiamt  beö  ^er^ogö  fef)It!  3Der 
lüirb    nun    inol)^    balb    f)in5uf  ommen !     Wiä)    grau[t! 
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Wan<i)  äf)nlicf)cö  33(ntt  I}iclt  icf)  |'cf)on  in  ber  ^anb,  aber 
ba  ging  bem  [trengen  3prucf)  jebe^mat  eine  9iei[)e  fcf)nöbcr 
©emalttaten  Ooran,  man  lae;  oiel  Don  9^aub,  i)}2orb, 
33ranb  unb  ^^^^^cnöbruc^,  et)e  man  an  bie  Strafe  fam. 

5  öier  fönnte  f)öcb[ten^:^  [te()en:  fie  trug  feinen  Schleier  unb 
fdniitt  fic^  bie  .spaare  nid)t  abl  ^d)  meiß  iet3t  ja  rec^t 
gut,  ujie'ö  ^^ugegangen  ift!  Unb  bennoc^  —  (Gr  lieft  lieber.) 
^urd^ö  ^eil,  burd){5  iföaffer,  ja  burd^  einen  ®(f)ufe  ou^ 
bem  33u)rf)  —  (ör  fcijt  ob.)     ©ibt'ö  benn  gar  fein  anbere^ 

lo  a^ättel  mef)r? 

4'.  5$enc 

(Jmft  (tritt  ein),  ^d)  lief^  Qud)  märten,  *iprei[ing!  2Iber 
icf)  mu^te  [elbft  martcn! 

*|3rctfmg.     ©näbiger  vSperr! 

Gmft.  ^a^t,  laßt!  Xie  Srbe  fann  fd^on  mit  gebro^ 
15  d)enen  Stugen  gcpflaftert  Serben!  Gö  fam  ein  'ipaar 
bin^u!     $)aht  ^ijx  gelefen? 

ipreifmg.  3rf)  tnodtc  juft,  ha  bort'  id^  ba^  ®löcf^ 
lein! 

Grnft.  2o  left  jefet!  (ör  lücubct  fic^.)  Q^  ^at  mirf)  angc^ 
2o  griffen!  SBie  fcbmer  ftirbt  ein  Äinb!  3^ö^f  Stunbcn 
3;:obe€ifampf  für  ein  fo  fur^eö  ?eben!  9)Jein  ©Ott!  5lun, 
ev^  ift  öorbei !  ((Sr  mac^t  ein  paar  2cf)ritte.)  ^Die  gro^e  ©locfc ! 
ßnbUrf)!  Mix  feblte  nod)  \va^\  Tk  öerfünbigt'ö  ber 
(gtabt!  ^un  gebt'ö  öon  Crt  ^^u  Crt,  öon  .*pauö  ^,u 
25  §auö,  öon  9)hinb  ^^u  SDhmb.  3a,  betet,  betet,  betet! 
JBir  fönnen'e;  braudien!   (luenbct  ficf)  lieber  su  "ißreiimg)  9lun? 
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^rcifmg  (legt  ba«  3)orument  auf  ben  Xi\<i)).     2öaÄ  fo((  ic^ 
-nocf)  jagen! 

©rnft.     3Baö  3^r  fönnt!     ^^rüft  ^13unft  für  ^l?unti, 
ic^  fte^'  Qud)  9^ebe,  bteemat,  inte  alTemal!     ^aht  3^r 
ettDaö  gegen  bie  SDiänner  ein^uroenben,  bie  ba'^  ©utac^ten    s 
abgaben  unb  ben  2prucfi  fällten? 

*4?retfing.     @egen  bie  llJJänner!     SSenn  ber  Sd^tpaben^ 
fpiegel  nod)  nid^t  ^ufammengefteWt  lüöre,  biefen  breicn 
■  lüürbe  ic^  an  Äaifer^  Statt  ben  5(ufti-ag  geben,  ee  ;,u 
tun!  10 

(?rnft.     Sinb  fie  beftec^Iic^?    Xrifft  einen  unter  if)nen 
ber  53erbac^t  ber  f)of)Ien  öanb? 

^rctftng.     ©emiß   nicbt!     S5>enn   aber   aucfi:   ."per^og- 
(Srnft  f)at  feinem  etroae  f}ineingebrücft! 
■  Qvnit.    3^r  ermeift  mir  nur   ©erec^tigfeit!     Scicbt  15 
einmal  ben  Sc^meißpfennig,  ber  if)nen  gebüf)rt  ^ätte,  unb 
bav^  ift  bie  ein',ige  2cbulb,  bie  icfi  nie  be5af)Icn  n3i((! 

^>^^reifmg.     3^)  lcf)n)öre  für  (iucb!     3(ber  auc^  für  fic! 

G^rnft.     ^Dlun,  [olc^e  lljlänner,  fo  bc)cf)affen,  legten  öor 
brittf)alb  3i-i^T^en  nad)   geiniffenfiafteftcr  (Srmägung  ht^  20 
galt^i  bie-5  ^latt  bei  mir  nieber,  unb  erft  iet3t  ^ief)'  ic^'^ 
!^erDor.     Äann  man  mic^  ber  Übereilung  ^ei^en? 

^reifmg.    9lic^t  Suer  lyeinb! 

(Jrnft.    25>enn  ic^'«  üollftredcn  laffe:  fann  man  be= 
I)aupten,  e-?  fei  nic^t  ber  ^per-^og,  ber  feine  '^.^ftic^t  erfüllen,  25 
fonbern  ber  9^itter,  ber  einen  i^kdm  abmaj'c^en,  ober  ber 
^^ater,  ber  ficf)  rächen  tüill? 

!i|Srctfing.     2Iuc^  ba^$  nicf)t! 
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@mft  (ergreift  bie  gebcr).      SSo()(an  bcnn! 

^reifing.    ©näbiger  ^err,  ()a(tct  noc^  ein! 

©mft.  3a?  @Ut!  (legt  bie  geber  nieber)  ^d)  bin  fein 
^t)rann,  iinb  benfe  feiner  ju  Serben.  2{ber  man  foK 
5  öon  mir  aud)  nicfit  jagen:  er  trug  ha&  'Bdjmxt  umfonft! 
3Ber'ö  unnülj  ^^iet)!,  bem  mirb'ö  auö  ber  §anb  genommen, 
aber  tüer'ö  nid)t  braucf}t,  menn'ö  ^di  ift,  ber  ruft  alle 
3et)n  *ipiagen  5igt)ptenö  auf  fein  55oIf  ^erab,  unb  bie 
treffen  bann  ®ererf)te  unb  Ungered)te  ^^ugteid),  benn  unfer 
lo  C)crrgott  jätet  nidjt,  inenn  er  felbft  ftrafen  muf?,  er  mä()t 
nur!    T)a^  ern)ägt  unb  nun  fpred^t!     (Sr  feijt  fic^.) 

<)Srcifmg.    ^d)    fann    bieö    53tatt   nid)t    miberlegen! 

(S^  ift  waijv:  menn  bie  (Srbfotge  gcftört  inirb  ober  auc^ 

nur  ^meifeUjaft  bleibt,  fo  brid)t  früf)cr  ober  fpäter  ber 

15  33ürgerfrieg  mit  allen  [einen  ®d)re(Jen  f)erein,  unb  nie== 

manb  inci^,  n)ann  er  enbet! 

©rnft.  Q.X  hvidjt  ()erein,  n3enn  fie  Äinber  befommcn, 
er  brid)t  f)erein,  n)enn  fie  feine  bcfommen!  3n  bem 
einen  i^all  n)ollen  bie  fid)  bef)aupten,  in  bem  anbern 
2o  fönnen  3ngot[tnbt  unb  ?anb^^ut  fid^  nic^t  bereinigen, 
ineil  jebcö  ben  l'ömenteit  Verlangt!  ^sa,  eö  ift  bie  (^rage, 
ob  bie  auc^  nur  biö  ,^u  feinem  Xobc  rul)ig  bleiben!  2)enn, 
hjenn  fie  je^t  mit  i^m  liebäugeln,  fo  gef(^iel)t'ö,  um  mic^ 


ju  ärgern 


25      ^reiftng.    5lber  eö  ift  boc^  *auc^  entfet^Iic^,  ba'\i  fie 
fterben  foK,  blo^  meit  fie  \d)ön  unb  fittfam  n)ar! 

@mft.    3)0^  ift  eö  aud^!    3a!    3)arum  ftellf  id)'^ 
©Ott   ant)eim.    (Sr    'ijat   gefproc^en.    3c^    n»arf   mein 


i 
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eignet  ^ungeä   au^  bem  5le[t  unb  legte  ein  frembeö 
^mein.     (So  ift  tot! 

^rcifmg.    Unb  gäbe  e6  mirftid^  feinen  anberen  2luö= 
tüeg?    ®ar  feinen? 

©mft.    ^i)X   greift   mic^   ^art  an,   ^i)V    meint,   ic^    5 
fönnte  nod^  me()r  tun!    Unb  triaf)r  ift^^:  in  ben  Stbern 
gublüig^  öon  3ngoI[tabt  unb  6peinricf)ö  öon  ganbö^ut 
fliegt  ha^  iBlut  beö  ®efcf)te(^tö  eben  [0  rein,   lüie  in 
meinen  eignen! 

"i)ßreifing.    ^aran  Ijab*  icf)  noc^  nicf)t  gcbacf)t!  10 

©mft.  3Iber  ic^!  3^«^  ^är'ö  [0  arg,  ha\i  n>o^I  aud) 
ein  ^eiliger  fragen  mürbe;  ^err,  tnarum  ha^  mir? 
^od^,  lüenn'ö  nun  mär'?  Ttv  Iet3te  .^ofienftaufe  ftarb 
burc^  genfer«  ^anb,  mit  ©otteö  bunflem  'Jiatfc^IuB 
fann  öict  beftef)en,  maö  ber  33?en]c^  nicf)t  faßt.  SIber  bieö  15 
fann  ©otteö  Ü^atfc^tuB  nic^t  fein,  benn  eö  ^ätfe  nic^t^, 
unb  baö  ift  mein  Xroft!  2präcf)e  ic^  jU  «Spcinric^: 
Äomm,  (5uc^^,  bu  ^aft  mir  mein  gan-^c-?  l'eben  lang  ^alU 
ftricfe  gelegt  unb  ©ruben  gegraben,  nimm  mein  ^per^og^ 
tum  jum  ?o^n!  fo  fül)re  ^ubmig  ba^raifdien.  2präcf)c  20 
ic^  3U  Submig:  3c^  bin  bir  noc^  bcn  Xanf  für  fo  mancfien 
«Schlag  fc^ulbig,  ber  öon  f)intcn  fam,  l^ier  ift  er!  fo 
griffe  ^einric^  mit  lu,  unb  einer  fönnt'ö  bod^  nur  fein! 
Cber  ift'ö  nic^t  fo? 

^5rctfmg.    ©eiüi^ !  25 

@rnft.  (So  bliebe  atfo  immer  ba^felbe,  alfeö  ginge 
brunter  unb  brüber,  unb  bie  Xaufenbe,  bie  im  33er=^ 
trauen  auf  mic^  inö  ?anb  famen  unb   meine   93^ärfte 
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^u  ©tobten  erhoben,  meine  ©tobte  fo  n)eit  enipor= 
brachten,  hü\^  felbft  bie  [tol.^e  ^an[a  il^nen  nid)t  met)r 
ungeftraft  ben  9iücfen  feljren  barf,  mürben  mid^  unb 
mein  Hnbenfen  öerftuc^en! 
5  <)8rctfinfl.  3d^  meinte  nic^t  boö!  ?Q^t  [ie  entführen 
unb  bann  t)cr[d}lüinben!  X'aö  ge^t  ie^t  leichter,  mie, 
fonft,  er  lüf^t  [ie  nid)t  me()r  [o  ängftlic^  bemod^en. 

@mft.    Sßaö   rt)är'  bamit  gewonnen?    @r  ir»ürbe  fie 
fud)en   biö   an   [einen   Xob!     3f)v   tt»ar't   ein   [d)Ied)ter 

lo  *iprop()et  in  9iegenöburg! 

^rcifing.     Wlan  breitet  auö,   ba^    [ie   ge[torben  i[t. 
@r  [anb  ben  '^rie[ter,  ber  i^n  mit  if)r  öerbanb:  fann  @ud) 
ber  '!|3rie[ter  [ef)ten,  ber  einen  Xoten[d)ein  auö[tent? 
6rnft.     Unb  id)  [odte  if)m  ha^  ]mik  3Seib  geben, 

15  [olange  bo^  er[te  noc^  lebte?    ^}dn,  *i)3rei[ing,  ba^  ©afra=  / 
ment  i[t  mir  ^ei(ig,  er  [o((  nic^t  am  Jage  beö  3ornö  miber 
mic^  sengen  unb  [agen:  c^err,  menn  id)  mic^  mit  ©räulen 
befledte,  [0  mu^te  ic^  nic^tö  baoon.     ^ier  f)il[t  fein 
Älo[ter,  nur  ber  2^ob! 

20  ^rctfing.  T)o^  auä)  n)of)t  ber  ^Cip[t,  unb  n^enn  ber 
[id)  Weigert,  ber  Ji:ai[cr!  griebric^  ^arbaro[[a  [c^ieb  [id) 
[elb[t,  ?ubmig  ber  53at)er  [d^ieb  [einen  ®of)n! 

@mft.    3ßie  [oll  man  [c^eiben,  menn  feinö  öon  beiben 
lt)in?    *^rei[ing,  id^  ()atte  britt^alb  ^a1:)Yt  3eit,  unb  baö 

25  ^inb,  [ür  ha^  je^t  bie  ©locfen  ge{)en,  mar  o[t  genug  franf ! 
(@r  greift  lieber  gur  geber.)  9Zein,  @ott  ft>i(I  -eö  [o  uub  nic^t 
anberö!  Unb  gerabe  je^t  gel)t  eö  leicht.  (Sr  reitet  ^eut 
ober  morgen  nad)  3ngol[tabt  3um  2;urnier  ^inab.     5)ort 
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foll  er,  icf)  möchte  jagen,  j-Dieber  ef)rUcf)  ge[prod)en  roerben, 
unb  bieö  lüirb  glücfen,  benn  ^^ubmig  l)at  aiki^  ^ufammen 
gerufen,  mae  mir  feinb  i[t,  er  benft:  je  loeiter  bcr  Üiiß 
gmifc^en  unö  betben,  ie  beffer  für  i^n!  ^3^un,  n3ä{)renb  fie 
bie  ^•a{)ne  über  i()n  lcf)iDenfcn,  miU  icf)  bafür  forgen,  haY>,  s 
fie  ficf)  ^interbrein  nid)t  ^u  fd)ämen  brauchen.  ^lid}hi 
i)at  micf)  fo  üerbroffen,  alö  bae  ©epränge,  mit  bem  er  fie 
gleirf)  nad)  bem  9^egen6burger  Jag,  einer  ^er^ogin 
gleid),  oon  3?o{)burg  nad)  2ü-aubing  fü()rtc.  3et?t  ift 
baö  gut!  ßmeran  ^Jlu^perger  ^,u  .ftalmperg  ift  9iicfiter  10 
in  Straubing,  unb  '^^^appent)eim  fann  mit  ^unbert 
9^eitern  in  üierunbjman^ig  Stunben  bort  fein! 

^retfing.    Unb  nac^f)er?    ©näbiger  .^err,  ^sl-jv  babt 
rec^t,  icf)   mar   in   ^legenöburg   ein   fcf)Iecf)tcr   ^]?ropf)ct! 
SBirb  er'^  trogen?    SSirb  er  nicf)t  rafcn  unb  $anb  an  15 
fic^  legen  ober  fid^  offen  ftiiber  Gucf)  empören? 

Grnft.  Tü^  eine  üieffeicfit,  hai^  anbre  gemife,  icf)  tu', 
tüa^  iä)  mu^,  ber  5üi0gang  ift  ©otteö.  ^d)  fet3'  i^n 
baran,  toie  2Ibraf)am  bcn  3faaf,  "gef)t  er  in  ber  erften 
5?er5tt3eiflung  unter,  unb  ee;  ift  fet)r  möglief),  ha\^  er'e;  tut,  20 
fo  laffe  ic^  il)n  begraben,  n3ie  fie,  tritt  er  mir  im  j^elbe 
entgegen,  fo  tt^erf  ic^  i^n  ober  ^alte  i^n  auf,  biö  ber 
5iaifer  fommt.  X^m  melb'  ic^'ö,  noc^  d)'  eö  gefc^iel)t, 
unb  er  n^irb  nicf)t  fäumen,  benn  tnie  icf)  Crbnung  im 
^aufe  milf,  fo  lüill  er  Crbnung  im  !Jieic^.  Ge  ift  ein  25 
Unglücf  für  fie  unb  fein  ©lücf  für  micf),  aber  im  Flamen 
ber  SSittoen  unb  SBaifen,  bie  ber  Ärieg  macf)en  mürbe, 
im  Flamen  ber  2täbte,  bie  er  in  Slfc^e  legte,  ber  3^örfer, 
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bie  er  serftörte:  SIgncö  iöernauer,  faf)r'  ^in!  (@r  unter= 
fc^retbt  unb  ge^t,  bann  menbet  er  [it^  unb  mntt.)  Äanjler!  (ab, 
'ißreifing  folgt  mit  bem  23latt) 

«Straubing 

5.  S^<im 

(33urgt)of  unb  baran  ftofeenber  @arten.     Xörring,  jjraucn^oücn  unb 
S  9iotljl)afft  Bon  SÜJernbcrg,  alte  gerüftet,  an  einem  ftcincmen  lifc^, 
auf  bem  ©ein  fte^t.     Der   ftaftcllon   get)t  Dorüber) 

9Jot^{)afft  r)on  3Öcrn6crg.    "^lun,  5ntcr,  fc^on  mieber  in 
bie  ÄapcHe?    (Sr  ergebt  feinen  ißec^er.)    .^lomm,  öerW  ein^ 
mal,   bamit  bu  [ie^ft,  ba^  bie  frommen  noc^  immer 
10  nic^t  umfonft  beten! 

Äaftcßan.     ^d)  ftof^'  bicf)  um,  [agte  ber  9?itter  gum 

53ecf)er,  unb  tat'^,-  fiebeumal  f)intcreinanbcr.     Stber  ber 

ißec^er  [tiefe  i^n  mieber  um,  unb  ba  fiel  er  bem  2:eufel 

in  bie  SIrme,  berfcfton  längft  f)inter  if)m  ftanb!    ^ütet 

15  Qnd)  unb  fpottet  nicf)t!   (ab) 

6.  Ssene 

,    5raucni)oüen.    5Bo  bleibt  ber  ^ergog?    ^ie  *i|3[erbe 
njerben  ungebulbig! 

törring.     Qx  mirb  bie  Xotengruft  be[el)en,  bie  fie  fic^ 
bauen  liefe.     Sie  ift  geftern  ober  I)eut  fertig  gen)orben. 
20  ^d)  i'a^  [ie  beibe  gu  ben  Äormetitem  ]^inübergef)n. 

^fJotfiljafft  öon  Söernbcrg.     ^od^  ein  [eltfamer  ©ebanfe 
für  ein  iungee^  SSeib!     (?ine  Xotengruft! 
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Sörrmg.  9Zun,  im  Einfang  gernbe  fo  [ettfam  md)t! 
Ta  mag  if)r  beflommen  genug  gcirclcn  fein,  nnb  mit 
9^e(^t.  3e^t  freilief)  [ie{)t'v?  anbere'  aue^!  Unb  bodi  fann 
man  no(^  nid^t  triffen,  mie'v?  fommt!  ^a'S  fc^njocfie 
^inb  in  9)?ünc^en  ift  nicfit  [tarf  baburcf)  geworben,  ba^  5 
ber  alte  «f^er^og  if)m  bie  .ftrone  auffetjtc.  3a,  er  f)at'^ 
Oie((eicf)t  nur  getan,  tneil  er  ficfi  barauf  üerlie^,  bai^  fie 
fcf)on  öon  felbft  h3icber  t)erunter  fallen  n^ürbe! 

jyrauenfjoDcn.     Ta  irrt  3l)f !     SiHe  oft  {)at  er  ?nbred)t 
burcf)  feinen  ii3ruber  bie  förmliche  Gntfagung  abzubringen  10 
gefucbt! 

Jörring.  Xae  n?ar  immer  nur  ein  Stieb,  eine  öer= 
fapptc  31nfrage,  ob  er  if)rer  nocb  nicbt  fatt  fei!  ifi}enn 
(Ernft  feinen  $intergebanfen  f)atte,  inarum  ftellte  er  fic^ 
^mifcben  i^n  unb  ben  Äaifer,  ale  biefer  ttiegen  ber  9iegenö=  15 
burger  S)änbel  9iecbenfcfiaft  f orber te?  Xer  alte  <Sig= 
munb  meinte  e^  febr  ernfrbaft,  ba^?  *^obagra  ^at  einen 
iracfem  Jieicbeoogt  au^*  ibm  gemadit,  unb  feine  .^iom= 
miffarien,  mir  bürfen'vj  unö  h)o^I  befennen,  {)ätten  ni(f)t 
einmal  33ri((en  auf-,ufet?en  gebraucht,  um  einen  offenen  20 
Slufrubr  5U  entbecfcn.  ÜBarum  febrten  fie  fo  plöt5(id) 
in  'DQhincben  um? 


^raucnöoocn.    3f)t  fe^t  immer  fcfimar. 


9?otbf)afft    öon   5S^ernbcrg.     Sie    fommen!     Steigen 
iDir  ',u  '^ferbe,  ba^^  mir  ben  Slbfcbieb  abfürjen!     21ber  25 
öorber  —  (Gr  ergreift  ben  Sedier.) 

:jörrtng.     2Iuf   guten   Slu^gang!     (Sie  ftofeen  an  unb    . 
get)en  afa.p 
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7.  S^^m 

^Kbrct^t  unb  Stgitcä  (treten  auf.     ^Ibrec^t  ift  ebcnfatf«  gerüftet) 

5(gnc'^.     5n|o,  bie  2(mpcl,  bie  tioc^  fe{)tt,  bringft  bu 

mir  mit,  nic^t  lüaf)r?    Gine  ef)crne,  mit  einer  tätigen 

^ettc,  ba^  fie  ()0c^  nom  ©etüölb  nicbcr[d)n)eben  fann. 

5      5nbrcd)t.     ^'icbcr  ctwa^  anbreö,  id)  geftclj'ö  bir  offen. 

Tiod)  \<i)  ^ah'^  öcrfproc^en,  unb  id^  tu'ö! 

5(gne'^.     3^^^'iM't  bu  mir? 

5nbrcrf)t.  ^sie  fönnt'  ic^!  SIber  eö  ängftigt  mid), 
ha^  bir  bieö  fo  am  ^crjen  liegt!  §a[t  bu  eine  böfe 
lo  2tf)nung?  ^ö)  trübte  sh)ar  nic^t,  n3o()er  bie  bir  je^t 
noc^  fommen  follte,  unb  bennod)  muf^  eö  [o  fein! 

5(gney.  Öemif^  nic^t!  Qi,  ha  lüürb'  id)  üon  meinem 
(Sorg  reben,  Don  ben  ^-ocfeln,  bem  ©lorfcngeläut  unb 
altem,  voa^  id)  mir  fonft  noc^  münfc^te!  Unb  n)enn  iä) 
15  fürd)tcte,  bir  \vc\y  ^u  tun,  mürb'  id)  fagen:  X)enfe  bir, 
mir  (}at  geträumt,  id)  mürbe  begraben,  unb  barüber  mujit 
bu  bid^  freuen,  benn  cö  bebeutet  langet  Sebcn,  aber  ha^ 
?eid)enbegängniö  n)ar  fo  fc^ön,  ba^  idj'ö  bereinft  gerabefo 
imb  nidit  anber^  l^aben  möd)te.  Unb  bann  irürbe  ic^'S 
2o  bir  be|d)rciben! 

5(tbrcd)t.  So  Witt  id)  bir  bie  5lmpel  nac^  brei^ig 
3at)ren  fd)enfen! 

9(gnc^.     SSenn  bu  nid^t  anber^  hjittft!    Stngesünbet 

foll  fie  ia  nod)  nid)t  njerben!    §Ibcr,  mein  Sltbrec^t,  bu 

25  fennft  unö  nic^t,  bu  n)ei§t  nidit,  lüie  wir  finb!     (Ein 

bürgerlid^eö  9)Jäbd)en  mac^t  fic^  ha^  2:otenf)emb  gteic^ 
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nad)  bem  ^ocf)5cit^^f(eib,  unb  [te  tut  lüol)!  baran,  bcnn 
[ie  fann  nid)t  raiffcu,  rate  [ic'e  [onft  in  il)rem  :?i.(ter  be= 
fommt!  'DZun,  ba«  liegt  mir  in  ber  5Irt,  unb  fo  lange 
bin  icf)  noc^  nicf)t  bte  ©ema^Iin  eineö  ^er^g^,  baß  [ic^ 
]c6on  aik-i  an  mir  üeränbert  f)ättc!  5(bcr,  bu  [tef)ft,  bie  5 
Xemut  i[t  [c^on  cntroicfien,  benn  id)  i^abc  nidit,  mc  meine 
©efpielinnen,  bie  eigenen  Ringer  geplagt  unb  mir  bL>5 
2terbegemanb  genä()t,  ic^  ^obe  ben  53?aurer  unb  ben 
3iiTim.ermann  gequält  unb  mir  eine  JotenfapeUe  er= 
baut!  'Dlun  [te^t  [ie,  unb  e^^  i[t  mir  eine  (5reube,  bafs  10 
id)  bie  Stätte,  n)o  ic^  meinen  längften  Sdilaf  {)alten  [oll, 
jet3t  [d^on  fenne,  ja  baß  id)  [ie  betreten  unb  bort  im 
Porauö  für  mid)  beten  fann!  X'arum  möd)t'  id)  aud) 
bie  2Impel  glcid)  auft)ängen,  [on[t  lüär'  mir  ba  in  ber 
legten  Stunbe  ja  bod)  noc^  ctrva^  fremb!  15 

3(lbrcc^t.     S5>enn  eö  nur  ba^  ift! 

5(gnc».  22}aö  [on[t?  3d)  [e^'  [dion  bei  Xagc  einmal 
nac^  meinem  ^ett,  Leiter  nid)te!  (Ei,  merf[t  bu  bcnn 
noc^  ettt)a6  öon  jener  Slngft  unb  iöeflommenl)eit  an  mir, 
bie  mid^  ergriff,  aUi  bu  [0  ungeftiim  öon  Sicgeneburg  20 
',urücffe^rte[t  unb  mic^  l)ierl)er  fül}rte[t'?  Xamale  jit^ 
terte  ic^  für  mic^  unb  bic^ !  ^lod)  ^atte  ic^  mic^  an  33o^= 
bürg  nic^t  gemö^nt,  noc^  lief  ic^,  rt)ie  ein  .Sinb,  oon 
Öemac^  ^^u  ©emad)  unb  fonnte  feinö  finben,  ba^^  mir  eng 
genug  mar,  unb  [d)on  nmRt'  ic^  bae  flcine  3d)lof5  mit  25 
bie[em  großen  oertau[c^en,  neben  bem  eö  [id)  auenat)m, 
lt)ie  mein  armeö  3>aterl)au«  [id)  neben  ihm  au^^genommen 
l)atte!     Ud),  bie  3)lu\it  unterraegi?,  ba^^  roilbe  Vebefjoc^ 
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her  dauern,  bie  ficf)  mit  if)rcn  Scnfen  unb  *i)3ftugei[en 
um  miö  jufammem-ottctcn,  bie  iölumeu,  bie  man  unei 
[treute,  aUeö  entfette  mic^.  3)u  [elbft  famft  mir  gan^ 
fremb  öor,  rt)ei(  bu'ö  littcft  unb  bid)  barüber  freuteft;  ic^ 
5  cr[cf)rQf  ^^u  Xobe,  ai^  bu  ()icr  [ogar  bie  ©locfeu  läuten 
Ia[fen  moüteft!  Slber  hai'  ift  öorbei,  längft  öorbei!  :Du 
l^örft  \a,  icf)  [elbft  nenne  ^of)burg  je^t  ftein,  ic^  munbere 
mic^  gar  nid)t  mcf)r,  Tnenn  [ic^  bie  Firmen  unb  53ittenben 
beö  "iD^orgenö  um  mic^  brängcn,  ic^  fann  fragen  irie  eine 

lo  geborene  §er',ogin,  ic^  fann  ben  Äopf  fc^ütteln  unb  faft 
obfrfilagen,  ic^  foüte  mic^  fcfiämen! 
5übrcrf)t.     2o  lüiK  icf)  bicfi! 

Stgnev.     ))lm  in  meinen  Xräumcn  ge^t'^  anberö  ^er, 
fonft  njürb'  ic^  getniji  ^u  ftotj!    !Da  fef)rt  bie  alte  3cit 

IS  trieber,  wo  id)  bie  53rotfrumen  forgfältig  auftefen  muffte, 
bie  ',u  iöobcn  fielen,  unb  Wo  mein  Öcburtötagögefc^enf 
meifteui?  barin  beftanb,  bafj  ic^  nic^t  gefcf}o(ten  njurbe, 
menn  id)  etmae  tat,  maö  nic^t  gan^  rec^t  lüar.  9^o(f)  in 
ber  leljten  9lac^t,  bu  mit  beiner  immer  offnen  §anb 

20  mirft  Iacf)en,  bat  ic^  meinen  3?ater  glüf)enb  unb  ftotternb 
um  irgenb  eine  .ftleinigfcit,  unb  er  fagtc,  \vaü  er  gemö^n= 
lief)  ^,u  fagen  pflegte,  menn  er  eine  iöitte  nid^t  gmeimal 
f)ören  moltte:  gut,  ce^  fei,  aber  bann  fann  id)  ein  i)a[bc^ 
^ai)v  fang  feinen  Xropfen  2Öein  mcl)r  trinfen!     ^d)  mar 

25  nod)  red)t  untuidig  auf  if)n,  ale;  ic^  erroac^te,  aber  nun  — 
ySd)  ijab'  if)n  boc^  menigftenö  einmal  mieber  gefef)en! 

5((brecf)t.     Xu  mirft  if)n  — ■  ■ — ((är  uuterbricf)t  fic^.)     Xa 
f;ab'  id)  bic^  um  bie  Überrafc^ung  gebrad)t! 


SSierter  %tt.    8.  S^enc  95 

5rgnc^.  ^dn,  mein  Sllbrec^t!  3c^  f)a6'^  rcc^t  gut 
gemerft,  aber  mcnn  er  fommen  lüoffte,  tnär*  er  löngft 
ha  gemefen!  3"^  fa^n  ^^i-*  Quc^  benfen,  Iüoö  i^n  abhält, 
unb  bu  mufet  i^n  barum  ef)ren! 

9((6rec^t.     3^)  glnube  bocf),  er  mirb   bie^Smal  nad^=    5 
geben!     2on[t  gef)en  mv  im  ^Sinter  nac^  Slug^Jburg  ^um 
2}himmeii[c^an5. 

8.  Sitm 

Xörring   (tritt  ein).     53er^,eif)t! 

9(lbrcrf)t.     3«^  bleib^  Gucf)  ,11  lange! 

Sörring.     SSenn  ^^v  überf)aupt  noc^  fort  'moiit  —  10 

5übrecf)t.     3Senn  icf)  überbaupt  nocf)  fort  iniU?     Qi,    • 
icf)  lüerbe  bie  9iitter  unb  sperren,  bie  Öer^og  l'ubmig  fo 
mü{)]'am  ^ufammenbrac^te,  nun  boc^  nic^t  ^um  Plärren 
galten? 

Jörring.     §ört  ^t)X  bie  Xomgfocfe  nicbt?  iS 

3(lbrecf)t.     i'ängft,  aber,  ma^^  fümmert  [ie  mic^? 

Sörring.  ^Itijr,  ale  3l)i"  benft:  liuer  5?etter  5{botf 
i[t  tot! 

5(Ibrccf)t.     2ot? 

Jörring.     oben  trifft  bie  Xrauerbotfc^aft  au^3  d^lm-  20 
c^en  ein! 

5(I6retI)t.  >5riebe  mit  i^m!  <2r  lebte  fic^  felbft  nur 
3ur  i'aft  unb  feinem  jur  ^i^eube ! 

9(gne5.  @ott  im  ,£)immel!  Xa^  ift  nun  in  fed^0 
50Jonaten  ber  Xritte!  25 

2örring.     3a,  io,  eble  (vrau,  3^)^  üerftef)f^! 
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9(gnc^.  So  bin  ic^  mieber  fd)itlb?  C  freiließ!  frci= 
Uc^!     Sßer  fonft  raot)!! 

5ttbrcc^t.     Öott  mei^,  bafe  id^  mic^  nic^t  freue!     2Bte 

foHt'  ii^  aud)?     ^ü^^  ^^<^  ^^^  ^^  "i*^  "^^^     ^^^^  lüenieu 

s  fann  icf)  ebenfomenici!     3d)  bcnf  nur  an   einö!    9hin 

fann  mein  inttcr  mit  (5{)ren  jurücf! 

Jörring.     3^)  barf  Qbfattetn  laffen? 

5nbrctf)t.     SSqö  fällt  (Suc^  ein?    ^mar,  ic^  möchte 

nid)t,  ha\]   iet3t  quo  bem  2;urnier  noc^  etmaö  mürbe. 

10  5tber  icf)  bin  boc^  lüot)!  bcr  letzte,  ber  aueibleiben  barf! 

gort  muß  icf),  unb  baö  gkic^,  boc^  getuife  merb'  ic^  nun 

öiel  früher  tt»ieber  ()ier  fein,  aU  iä)  bacf)te!     5lgne^,  .j^t^t 

-     —  ((Sr  lagt  i^r  et»aö  in«  Cf)r,  bann  f)ält  er  feine  .^anb  auf  i{)rc 

SBange.)     2Iu,  icf)  brenne  mic^! 

15      5(gnc£!.     5?erjeif)  bir'ö  ®ott,  ba^  bir  ha^  in  bcn  Sinn  ' 
fommt! 

9(iarccf)t.  Slmen!  3c^  fag'ö  mit!  3lber  eö  mirb 
fic^  Seigen!  3«^  l)atte  immer  ba^  @efüf)l,  mein  letzter 
SBunfc^   fönne   nic^t  ef)er   gefrönt   inerben.     Gi,   unfer 

20  So^n  mufete  bocf)  aucf)  einen  Örof;oater  f)aben!  Unb 
nun  —  (ör  umarmt  fic.)  3iel)ft  bu,  bafe  bu  mir  nicf)t 
aufrichtig  gürnft?  X)u  {)ältft  mic^  feft!  O,  ic^  trei^  eö 
ja  längft,  ha\i  bu  erft  bann  an  ©otteö  Segen  glauben 
n)irft!     3}arin  bift  bu  abergläubifc^.     5Iber  önb're  bic^ 

25  ja  nic^t,  id)  lieb'  aud)  ba<5  an  bir!  (ßr  füfet  fie.)  9J?ein 
Seben,  auf  iß}ieberfel)en!     (ßr  läfst  fic  I00  unö  entfernt  ficf) 

ein   paar   2d)ritte  Don  i()rO      Sel)t  3^l\  Xörring,   ha\]   man 

öon  feinem  l'eben  fd}eiben  fann,  unb  barum  bod)  nic^t 
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gtcic^  3U  fterben  braucht?    3II[o!     SBerbet  fein  ^ageftol^! 
5Iber   freiließ,   man  muf?   baci  befte  cr[t  abfüffen!     (ßr 

unarmt  unb    füfet    [ie   noc^    einmal.)      2o!      Slun    bin    ic^    in 

3ngol[tabt   unb    bu   in    Straubing!     3ief)[t    bu    mid) 
noc^?    3a?    3c^  bi(^  nid^t  me^r!     (ab)  s 

(Jörring  folgt) 

.  9.  Sscne 

?rgnc!§  (eilt  in  hm  ©arten).  Xa  taxm  id)  i^n  ]u  *^ferb 
[teigcn  ]ef}en!  (Sie  fe^rt  roieber  um.)  3^.  ^^^^  er  [elbft 
mic^  in  bie  ^öf)e  f)öbe  unb  über  bie  llJkucr  gucfen  liej^e, 
vok  bamalö,  aU  bie  fc^mar^^braunen  2igi)pter  mit  ßt]m=  10 
betn  unb  2c^el(en  öorüber  ^ogen.  5lber  f)ören  muf^  irf) 
if)n  fönnen!  (Sie  eilt  lieber  fort.)  2tiU,  [til(  mit  euren 
Xrompeten!  ^orc^!  Xa^  i[t  er!  „3I)r  [eib  braö, 
Sörring!"  ®en)iü,  aber  marum  [agft  bu  if)m  bac-  gerabe 
je^t?  2Ic^,  ba  ge()t'£^  ]cf)on  fort!  Vcb'  \voi)[,  mein —  15 
^alt!  X)er  Xrab  [tocft!  Q<s  ift  borf)  nicf)t^^  ge|cf)c()enV 
^a  rcbet  einer!  Sc^n^acf),  unteutlic^  —  fcbraeig  bu! 
9hm  nocf)  einmal  er!  „5üf)i"t  i^n  gleicf)  ^^u  it)r!"  3^ 
mir?  2öen  benn?  „Q^  mvh  iijv  lieb  fein!"  9}Hr 
lieb?  DIein,  Sdbrec^t,  ba  fennft  bu  mic^  nidjt!  ^d)  20 
iüoüte,  eö  mürbe  augenbticflicb  ^^}ad}t  unb  erft  in  brei= 
mat  öierunb^man^ig  2tunben  üneber  Jag!  Cber  mär'^ 
mein  5>ater?  (2ie  iau(f)-,t  auf.)  9JMn  5?ater!  @en3iß 
nic^t!  %d)  nein!  3et3t  fprengen  fie  tueiter.  ,^ui! 
9?ecf)t,  i()r  ^Tioffe,  ^o(t  au^!     Um  fo  e{)er  feib  if)r  lieber  25 
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mit  it)m  bn.  (Sic  f)ord)t  auf.)  3d)  ^)öre  iiid)!'?  melir. 
(Sic  f)orcl)t  micbcr.)  J'od)!  (Sie  pflücft  >uäl)rcnt)  bcm  gcbanfenloö 
eine  Slumc.)  35saÖ  foll*^  noc^!  (Sie  läfet  bic  iölumc  faden.) 
^ah'  id)  ba  rt)a^  gcpflücft?  3)q^  tut  mir  leib!  (5^  ift 
5  feine  ^dt,  53himeii  öor  bie  ^ruft  ^^u  [tecfeii!     (Sic  manbdt 

lanflfam   »üieber   ijcrauf.)      "Ocllll   i[t'\?   bcilll  [o  C^cfommcn,  inic 

fie  alte  öorf)er  jagten!  Jot!  Cb  bn<5  un<^  lüirflid^  ma^ 
©utei^  bebeutet?  2Sa^  tu*  ic^  je^t?  ^k^*  id)  mic^ 
fd)iiiar',  an?    Ta  bin  icb  lieber  bocfimütig  nnb  rcd)nc 

10  mirf)  mit  ^^ur  ^-amilie,  luic  bicfcr  nnl)eimUrf)e  '9Jtcn[d)  mit 
ben  falten  Singen,  ber  9iid)ter,  gcfpöttelt  l)aben  folL 
Unterlaff  id)''??  Xa  freu'  id)  mid)  über  ba«(  Unglücf! 
Csd)  folg'  meinem  ^^per^ien  nnb  ba^  fagt:  traure  mit  ben 
3lraurcnben!     Vad)t  nid)t,  .Sperr  (Smeran!     SQtan  ift  man= 

15  d)em  ^anf  fd)ulbig,  o()ne  bafe  man'«<  meif?!  Gö  ift  gut 
für  QvA),  ba\^  bieö  ^erj  fo  meic^  ift,  tüenn  3^r  eö  aud^ 
nic^t  a()nt! 

\0.  55cne 
Xörring  (tritt  auf) 

9(flncl.    3^r  nod)  l)ier? 
20      Jörring.    3^  bleibe,  eble  ^rau!     (So  ift  einer  au^ 
Slug'^bnrg  ba,  id)  barf  i()n  n)o^l  fd)icfen? 
Signet.     3lu^  3hig^burg? 

(lörring  %ci)t  ab,  glcic^  barauf  erfc^cint  Jlieobalb) 
2(gnc^    (ruft  it)m   entgegen).      J^eobalb! 

25  Jljcottlb.  Slgneö  —  ^^rau  ^ergogin,  tüollt*  tdf)  fagen 
—  5tid)t?     ^0  ift'ö  red)t? 
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5r0nc#.  2a^t  ba^!  Äommt  mein  S3ater  aud)?  Tod), 
trae  frag'  icf)!  SSie  föimtet  if)r  eucf)  aik  beibe  sugleic^ 
entfernen! 

X^eoöatb.  S^un,  ba^  —  SIber  3^)^  ^ißt,  lüie  er 
ift!  (?r  meint,  3()f  foKtet  (>iott  banfen,  menn  Sncf)  ber  5 
33ater  enblicf)  öevgeben  unb  öcrgeffcn  fei,  unb  if)m  feine 
33oten  njeiter  fenben,  e^:?  f)clfc  bocf)  niditei,  benn  er  feiner= 
feitö  fenne  feine  2d)ulbigfeit  nnb  mcrbe  ben  alten  35art= 
frafeer  f)ier  nicf)t  in  ßrinnernng  bringen !  (S^?  frene  if)n 
jmar  öon  öer^^en  —  unb  ba^  tut'e  aucf),  id)  Jüciß  e^,  10 
barum  fef)rt  (5uc^  nic^t  an  il)n  —  t>a\i  ^si^r  nod)  an  i^n 
bäcf)tet,  unb  ba\i  and)  ßuer  iperr  fic^  feiner  nicfit  fd)äme, 
aber  er  öerfte^e  ba^  beffer,  unb  ^f)v  möchtet  aufhören, 
i()n  ^,u  quälen! 

^Ignc^!.     Unb  ha^  ift  allee^,  tüa^  ^i)x  mir  öon  i^m  15 
melben  fodt?    'Diur,  um  mir  ta^  gu  fagen,  ^abt  ^i}v  bie 
ineite  ^leifc  gemacht"? 

Iljcobalb.  ^lun,  ha^  gerabe  nic^t!  3d>  fjattc  woiji 
and)  nod)  einen  anberen  ©runb! 

^Ignc^!.     Unb  ber  — muß  er  mir  ©e^eimniei  bleiben?  20 

Jljcübalb.  ?ld),  marum  aurf)!  SBir  ()ören  nun  feit 
oabrcn  fo  aKerki,  unb  ba  lüoUt'  id),  ba  foüt'  ic^  bod) 
einmal  fe^en  — 

^rgnc!?.  Zb  id)  aud)  mirfürfi  glücf(id)  fei?  £,  toäxt 
3f)r  bod)  eine  2tunbe  früher  gcfommen!     Xann  pttet  25 

3f)r  mit  eigenen  3tugen Xoc^  nein,  nem^  eö  ift 

beffcr  fo!     Unb  3^r?    3n  Hugöburg? 

tfjcobalb.     Söegen   be^    ^saterei    braurf)t    3^r    ßud) 
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md)t  5U   ängftiflcii!     ©leirfi  Tiacf)bem   3f)V   fort   tunret, 
baute  er  [ic^  bcn  neuen  Cfeu,  an  beu  er  frü()er  nie  bie 
Soften  lüagcn  tüolltc,  uub  baö  I)at  fic^  ifim  belol)nt. 
STgnel.     3cf)  baufe  ©Ott  bafür! 

5  2^I)coba(b.  (St  [)at  allerlei  entbecft,  met)r  aU  er  ^^ei^ 
gen  barf,  tucnn  er  nidjt  nod)  ärger  aU  vSpejennieifter  xM 
®e[c^rei  fommen  iriill.  1^m%c,  [ag'  id)  (Suc^  —  eö  i[t 
fd)abe,  baB  3()r  [ie  nidjt  [c^en  fönnt.  Ta^  tuirb  nun 
fo  lüieber  mit  il)m  unterge()eu.     !3}od),  e^  ift  auc^  niand)eö 

lo  barunter,  \T)a<^  er  nid)t  ju"  öerbergen  braucfit,  uub  babei 
[tebt  er  fic^  fc^on  gut  genug.     (Sr  fönnte  fic^  nun  gern 
ein  ©örtlein  faufen,  tnie  3^i'  eö  immer  n3ün[d)tet. 
?(gnc^.     Unb  3f)r  [elbft,  Il)eobatb? 
Stjcobalb.     9}Hr  gibt  er  jel^^t  boppelten  ?of)n! 

15      5tgnc^.     'äd),  baö  lüilt  ic^  nid)t  lüiffen! 

Xf^cobaih.  9^un,  ic^  tad^e  nod^  ^jumeiten  über  mid^! 
Uub  baö  red)t  üon  iperjen,  3^r  fönnt  mir'ö  glauben! 
^od)  t)or()in,  aU  id)  ben  C^^rjog,  @uren  ®ema^I,  gu 
*i|3ferb  ba^er  fommen  [a^.     freilief),  baö  ift  ein  SDIann! 

20  Unb  tt)ie  er  Sud^  lieben  mu^,  fann  man  fd)on  baran 
fel)en,  ba\^  er  feine  i'eute  fo  märten  lä^t,  maö  borf)  gar 
nic^t  IjKitterart  ift!  2ln  benen  fam  ic^  bereite  t3or  einer 
«Stunbe  borbei,  unb  fie  mußten  fc^on  lange  ftef)en,  benn 
fie  n)aren  f)öc^ft  ungebutbig. 

25  5tgne^»  T)a^  ift  ja  nidjt  möglich !  (Sr  f)at  fie  ja  bei 
fic^! 

Sljcobatb.  3c^n  ober  gtoölf!  ^d)  meine  bie  übri= 
gen! 
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5(gnc!§.  ^ie  übrigen?  (5i,  er  reitet  ja  nur  ^um 
Xurnier  unb  nimmt  nicf)t  einen  'l^Jann  mef)r  mit! 

Xticobait.  Unb  bocf)  iat)  icf)  eine  3tunbe  t>on  f)ier 
I)inter  bem  ^•öt)rcnn)Qlb,  n)o  bie  ^ügel  ficf)  fenfen,  ein= 
I)unbertunbfünr5ig  ober  5n3ei()unbert  ©emappnete,  ben  ^-uf;  5 
im  iBügel,  bie  Von^^e  in  ber  öanb  unb  ha^  @eficf)t 
gen  Straubing  gefef)rt,  ale  ob  fie  i^ren  güf}^"^^*  '^^^^ 
fonft  etmaö  öon  bort  erwarteten! 

51gnc^.     3rf)  erfrfirecfe.     SSo? 

Zi^cobalh.     (5i,  an  ber  ^^IK'mcbner  Strafte!  10 

5(gne^.  2In  ber  3Jcünd)ner  Strafte?  (Et  reitet  nacf) 
3ngoI[tabt. 

2f)cc6oIb.     3(ucf)  fprengte  ein  @e[)arni[d)ter,  ber  öon 
l^ier  fam,  in  milber  5)a[t  an  mir  Dorbei.     3d)  bacf)te, 
ber  fagte  if)n  an.     o^t^t  failt'^  mir  ein,  ba\i  er  Derfappt  15 
PDor! 

Signet.     Xa^  ift  ^öcf)[t  oerbäd}tig,  ba^  muft  Xörring 
n)i[[en,  ha^  —  53?cin  @ott,  i)ört,  ber  ^urgraart  [toftt  in^? 
.^orn,   baft   c-i   ^erfpringt  —  Xrompetengefcf)metter   üon 
alten   Seiten  —  gan3   na()'  —  immer    nä^er  —  ha?^    ift  20 
nid)t^  @uteö  —  ha^  ift  .^er^og  Grnft! 

i'JSlan  l)övt  t>a^  aHeS) 

Jf)co6a(b.  (gel  ift  nic^tö  (^ute^!  C^efc^rei!  $Baffen- 
geflirr!  &ilt  ba^  benn  (Sud)?  Äein  B^^if^^/  '"^o"  ftürmt! 
Unb  fie  finb  fd)on  aneinanber.     {Tlan  prt  ba«  alle«.)  25 

5(gne^.  ^a^3  ift  nidjt  möglirf)!  3Dag  Sc^Ioft  f)at 
9)?auern  unb  (Gräben. 
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U.  Sscnc 

^er  .^aftctton  (ftürjt  herein.)     ßbte  i^xau  —  folgt  mir 
in  bie  Jotengruft  —  micf)  \d}idt  ber  3;;örring! 

^tflnc!^.     Jd)  {)offc,  er  tüirb  luirf)  öertcibigcn. 

Xcr  iiafteßan.     Xic  iörüde  —  ein  !^crrätcr  f)at  bic 
5  ^rücfe  niebergclaffcn  ober  gar  nid)t  irieber  aufgewogen, 
benn  bie   X)umml)cit   fann  nic^t  fo   tüdt  gel)en.     ^ie 
^einbe  [inb  gleid)  ()icr!     33}ie  fod  er  fie  auff)attcn! 

5lgnc^.     9?un,  fo  finb'ö  feine  'ü^Jörber,  unb  id),  \va^ 
bin  benn  id)?      (Da«  ©etöfe   fommt  immer  nai)cx.) 
lo      ^er  .taftcßan.     Äommt,  fomntt,  ic^  bcfd)n3ör'  (Sud)! 
3Bcr  luei^,  ob  fie  (Sud)  bort  fucben! 

5Cgne^.     Xbcobalb,  gc()t  3^r  mit  ibm! 

Xt^cobai'ö.     Um  eine    $Baffe   ^u    boten,   meint   ^f)vl 
(So  inäcbft  mof)I  aud^  eine  aufm  ^aum!     (@r  rdfet  einen 

15   "äit  ab.) 

\2.  Sjcne 

2:örring  unb  ^appcnheim  (treten  fämpfenb  auf.     3fm  c^tntergrunbe 
fämpfen  SKeifige  unb  5^urgfnec^te.     Slud^  ^rciftng  mirb  fid^tbar,  aber 
o^ne  t)a€  (Sc^mcrt  ju  sieben) 

^ttppcnbetm.     (Srgcbt  (Sud),  Xörring! 
20      Xörring.     .^0! 

^appen^cim.    ®o  nef)mt!    3c^  ^cib'  (Suc^  lange  genug 
gefcbont! 
Xörring.     "^al)! 
^appcnbctm.    SSar'ö  nic^t  üom  beften? 


3Sierter  5lft.     12.  ©jene  105. 

j;örrtng.  ßi  Wat^l  (Gr  t)oIt  au6,  fällt  aber  in  bie  Änie.) 
;3)0C^!  (SU  Slgneg  fiinübcr)  ßble  grau,  3f)i*  fel)t  —  3Bqö 
^ilft'ö  Qua)? 

^appenf)Ctm  (beugt  fic^  auf  il)n  nteber.)  3^r  l^abt'^  ni(i)t 
anberö  gerooUt!  5 

Sörring  (fällt  um).  Waä)V^  Äreug  über  mid)!  ^^reunb 
ober  —  ((Sr  ftirbt.) 

XI)CObatb  (tDirft  ben  2Ift  fteg,  unb  ftürjt  auf  Xörring  ju).      T)a 

erb'  ic^  idqö! 
5(gne^.    3l^eobalb!  10 

Xtieobatb.    SSeife  tno^t,  es  ift  ein  ^od^ntut  oon  mir! 

Slber   —  (Sr  nimmt  2:örringg  Scbttjcrt.) 

^a^jpcnl)eim  (fic^  »enbcnb).  2Bo  ift  bie  ^eje,  um  bie 
ic^  bieö  eble  53Iut  öergofe? 

5(gnc^    (fcbreitet  i^m  entgegen).      2Ben  [uc^t  35r?  15 

^Oppen^eim  (fenft  unnjiltfürlic^  fein  Scf)tt)ert  unb  greift  an  ben 
^etm,  bann  fcf)Iägt  er  fic^  öor  bie  Stini).  Jeufel,  ft)aÖ  mod)' 
i(^! 

j;^co6oIb.     3f)i^  Äned)tc,  [c^art  euc^  um  eure  ®ebie= 
■teriu!     (Sie  \)at  getüi^   jcbem   öon  euc^   ®ute^   getan!  20 
(!Die  Sne(^te  fd^aren  fic!^) 

^appcnf)ettn  (ju  ben  ©einigen).     Ergreift  fie!    !Die  ift'ö! 

XiiCQbait)  (tritt  bor  signe«).  So  lange  id^  lebe,  ge{)t'ö 
nic^t! 

^appenfieim.     SBaö  mitlft  bu?  25. 

Sljcobalb.     @ö  ift  bie  Joc^ter  meineö  ^D^eifterö! 

^appcn^eim.    93abergefel(,  fannft  bu  jä^Ien?    ^lieber 
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mit  if)m,  njenn  er  tiic^t  röeid^en  )mU,  unb  fort  mit 
ii)xl 

^ic  Ü^Ctfigen  (bränc^en  fid)  um  2tgne«  ^erum,  ober  mit  ®d^eu, 
unb  of)ne  fie  anjurüt)ren,  ircil  fic  oou  il)rer  Sc^önl^eit  geblenbct  finb). 
5  |)a!   ei!   Xid 

''^appcn\)€m.  9Jun,  mov?  c^afft  i()r?  ^at  fie'ö  euc^ 
[c^on  angetan,  mie  bcm  armen  ^erjog,  ober  tüoUt 
ii)v  lüarten,  biö  if)r'^  lücg  ^abt?  l^a^t  il)r  nur  3^it, 
gucft  if)r  nur  in  bie  ge[äl)rli(f)en  [c^önen  2lugen,  fo  lüfet 
lo  [ie  euc^  iöorften  n)ac^[en,  [tatt  ber  ^aare,  unb  flauen, 
ftatt  ber  ^ägel!  ^<i)  bückte,  il)r  {)ättet  genug  üon 
i^ren  fünften  gehört.  9)iu^  id)  [etbft  ben  ®d^ergen= 
bienft  oerric^ten? 

(@r  bringt  auf  3Igneö  ein  unb  tt)i(t  fie  ergreifen) 
15  (Jfieobalb  fc^mingt  ba^  ©c^roert,  mie  ein  9tab,  um  ben  Äopf  l^erum,  fo 
baii  "-^Jappenfieim  fic^  nicf)t  näljcm  fann) 

^45appcn()cim.     ßi,    bic^    foU    [a  —  ((Sr  mill  J^eobatb 

burcbftoBcn.) 

5(gnc5i  (mirft  fic^  jiBtfd^en  beibe).     ©c^ont  if)n!     (gr  benft 

20  an  meinen  alten  33ater!     3rf)  fotg'  eud)!     Stber  öerge^t 

nirf)t,  eö  ift  ^er.pg  51Ibrec^t<^  @emol;Un,  bie  il)r  in  fei^ 

nem  eigenen  ©c^Io^  überfallt! 

^Sappenfieim    (»iir   lüiebcr   auf    Jb^obalb   einbringen).      !Der 

^urfd)  t)at  mic^ 

25      ^1^5 retfing  (rafc^  b^oortretenb).     ^m  5^amen  beö  ^er^ogö, 
meinet  .^errn,  iebeö  ©dimert  in  bie  ®(^eibe! 

^a^Jpcnfieim  (inbem  er  fein  Scfimert  einftedt).      SBarum  aud^ 
nid)t!     ^c^  foll  fie  nur  fangen! 
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3(gnc#.  Xf)eobQ(b,  fef)rt  tiod^  nid^t  rtacf)  3Iugeburg 
3urücf!  Xk^  fann  bac^  Gnbe  nicfit  [ein!  (Sic  ge^t 
öoran.) 

(^ßappcn^eim  folgt  i[}r  mit  ben  3ieifigen 

X^Co6a(b    (roill    gleicf)fat('g    folgen,   fc^lägt   fic^    bann    aber    toor    5 
bie  Bürn).     3Mn!    9k(i)  ^^oolftabt!     3u  i^^'     ^0^ 
crfte  "Pferb,  baö  ic^  untcrraegö  treffe,  ift  mein!     (ftürjt 
fort) 

*4?retfmg.  @ott  gebe,  ba^  fie  je^t  auf  mic^  l^öre! 
^3iocf)  fann  ic^  fie  Doni  Xobe  retten,  unb  icf)  miU'^.     (ab)  10 


fünfter  ^Ift 

Straubing 

\.  S^^mc 

(terfer) 

5Igne^.  „3ngotftabt  ift  raeit!"  (5^  fönnte  mic^ 
Derrücft  machen,  ba^3  fcftrecf liebe  ifi3ort!  3ngolftabt  ift 
feine  t)ierunb5ir)an5ig  Stunben  Don  t)ier,  unb  a(e  Xbeo- 
haih  eben  öorbeiftür^jt,  unb  ber  3J?arfefiaU  ilni  mit  Dor= 
geftrecfter  Van^ie  aufbält,  fagt  biefer  9iicf)ter  mit  einem 
53Iief  auf  mieb:  laut  ibn  bocb  laufen,  mobin  er  roill, 
3ugolftabt  ift  meit!  SBären  feine  öierunb^^man^ig  3tun= 
ben  mebr  mein?  ^err,  mein  @ott,  fo  fannft  bu  mieb 
nic^t  öerlaffen! 
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2.  S^^m 
?lJrcifing  (tritt  ein) 

5tgne^  (i^m  entgegen).     SSq'^  bringt  ^t)X  mir? 
i^reiftng.     3Bq^  3f)r  l'elbft  mofft! 
5(gue'J.     Sae  irf)  felbft  lüiÜV    Z,  fpottet  meiner  ni(^t! 
s  3^)1^  werbet  mir  bie  büft're  Pforte  nic^t  mieber  öffnen, 
bie  man  [o  feft  hinter  mir  öerriegelt  ^at! 
^rctftng.    3(f)  werbe,  menn  3f)r  (2nd)  fügt! 
5(gne^,     Unb  raa^  üerlaugt  ^t)x  öon  mir? 
^rciftng.    3c^  fte^e  ^ier  für  ben  ^er^og  öon  ^Qt)ern. 

10  (Signet  macfit  eine  jurücfroeicfienbe  33erDegung) 

^retfing.     2Iber  id)  meine  e\5  reblicf)  mit  Gucf),  unb 
auc^  mein  er(aud)ter  ©ebieter  ift  nic^t  ßuer  '^dnhl 

5(gnc!$.  9licf)t  mein  ^einb?  3Bie  fomm'  ic^  benn 
!^ie()er? 
15  *45rcifing.  3^)^  wißt,  wie'ö  fte^t!  ^erpg  (Srnft  ift 
dt,  unb  fein  X^ron  bleibt  unbefe^t,  Wenn  ®ott  U)n 
abruft,  ober  fein  einziger  ®of)n  mu^  if)n  befteigen.  9lun, 
5Ubrecf)t  fnnn  Gucf)  nimmermef)r  mit  !f)inaufnel)men,  imb' 
ha  er  fid)  Don  Und)  nidjt  trennen  will,  fo  müf^t  ^ijx  Q.ud) . 
2o  bon  ibm  trennen! 

5(gnc^.     3c^  iiiic^  öon  ibm!     (Sf)er  öon  mir  felbft! 

*4?rcifing.     3fn*  müfit!   ©laubt'ei  mir,  glaubt'^  einem 

9}Mnn,  ber  (Suer  2d)irffal  frf)on  fennt,  wie  @ott,  unb 

eö   gern  noc^  wenben  möd)te!     3^^  fönnt  fein  9JJife= 

25  trauen  in  micf)  fet3en;  warum  war'  icb  gefommen.  Wenn 

(Suer  ?oö  mir  nic^t  am  vSper^en  läge?    9J?eineö  Slrmö 
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beburfte  eö  bod^  geiüi^  ntc^t:  3f)f  i()abt'^  ja  öe[el)en,  tüie 
überflüffig  idf)  mar,  unb  ineldicn  ©cbraurf)  idi  Pon  Tneinem 
3d)lüert  madjtc.  3cf)  50g  mit,  lücü  3^^"  ^"td)  erbarmtet; 
icf)  fucfte  (Xud)  je^t  im  Äerfer,  im  33or^of  bee  Xobe^,  auf, 
roeil  id)  allein  noc^  f)elfen  fann,  hod)  id)  lüieber^or^  @ud^:  5 
3br  müßt! 

9(gne^.    3f)^  ^QÖt  bcn  armen  9Dlen[cf)en  gerettet,  bcr 
öor^in  fein  ?eben  für  mid)  inagtc,  icf)  muß  glauben,  ha\^ 
3^r^5  aufrid)tig  meint,  aber  3f)i-'  fcib  ein  Mann  unb  lüifet 
nid)t,  inaö  3^r  forbert!     9kin,  nein!     3!^aö  in  Cririgfeit  10 
nid)t! 

*l5retfing.  5Ud)t  ju  rafc^,  ic^  befc^roör'  Suc^!  2Bof)I 
mag'ö  ein  fdimeree  Cpfer  für  Qud)  fein,  bod)  roenn 
3f)r'^  üerineigert,  fo  lüirb  man — fönnt  3^^  noc^ 
^roeifeln  nac^  aüem,  roaö  ^eute  gefc^a^? — auö  (Suc^  15 
felbft  ein  Cpfer  mad)en!  3a  id)  gef)e  öielteic^t  fd^on 
lüeiter,  aUi  id)  barf,  inbem  id)  (Sud)  überhaupt  nod)  eine 
^ebingung  ftelle,  imb  tu''^  auf  meine  eigne  @efa[)r! 

5tgnc^.  3^r  lüollt  mic^  erfc^recfen,  aber  eö  mirb  Oud) 
nic^t  gelingen!  (Sie  ^äit  fic^  an  einem  Zi\(i).)  ©0  leic^t  20 
fürd)te  id)  mid)  nid)t,  bicei  Settern  meiner  Änie  fommt 
noc^  Don  bem  ÜberfaU!  5Jcein  @ott,  erft  bie  Jrompe^ 
ten,  bann  bie  blutigen  Scbn3erter  unb  bie  Joten!  2Iber 
für  mid)  beforg'  id)  nid)t^,  id)  bin  ja  nid)t  in  Siäuber- 
f)änben,  unb  Ä^erjog  Gruft  ift  ebenfo  gered)t,  als;  ftreng!  25 
(®ie  fe^t  fic^.)  ©ef)t  mic^  uic^t  fo  an,  mir  lüarb  je^t  fo 
lüunbcrüc^,  ireil  ber  tote  2;örring  mir  auf  einmal  üor  bie 
Seele  trat,  e't^  ift  fd)on  lieber  dorüber.     (Sie  ergebt  (icf) 
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tüieber.)  SSa^  fönnte  mir  anct)  rDot)t  tüiberfafjren!  3ft 
bod)  felbft  ein  9Jä[[etQter,  folangc  ber  9ii(^ter  i()n  nod) 
nid)t  öcnirteilt  ()Qt,  in  feinem  Äerfer  fo  [ic^er,  aU  ob  bic 
@nget  ®otte^  if)n  bemadjten,  unb  ic^  \)abt  ben  meinigen 

5  nocf)  nirf)t  einmal  crblicft!  ^3^ein,  nein,  fo  I)Qt  mein 
©emat)!  nic^t  Don  feinem  !i>Qter  gefprocf)en,  ha^^  id)  bieö 
glauben  bürfte!  3)oc^,  menn'ö  auc^  fo  märe,  n3enn  ber 
Job  —  eö  ift  unmöglich,  ic^  mei^  e^,  gang  unmöglich 
—  aber  menn  er  lüirfüd)  fd^on  oor  ber  Xüx  ftönbe  unb 

lo  meine  33}orte  gäfjtte:  icf)  fönnte  nimmermef)r  anberö! 
^^reiftng.     5)er  Xob  fte^t  Oor  ber  Zur,  er  fommt, 
menn  ic^  gelje,  ja  er  mirb  anflopfen,  menn  id^  gu  lange 
fäume!    <Scf)aut  einmal  burc^ö  (bitter  gur  ^rüde  l^in= 
über!    ^a^  fef)t  3t)r? 

IS  9(gnc^.  T)a§  3SoIf  brängt  firf),  einige  t)ebcn  bie  ,^änbe 
gum  ipimmet  empor,  anbere  ftarren  in  bie  !l)onau  Ijinab, 
eö  liegt  bocf)  feiner  barin? 

*|3rcifing  (mit  einem  53Ii(f  auf  fie).      ^'^OC^  nic^t! 

5(gne^.    Slllmäc^tiger  ®ott!   53erfte^'  ic^  (Suc^? 

20  ('']3reifin9  nicft) 

5lgne^.  Unb  voa^  1:)ah*  id)  oerbrod^en? 
^^rcifing  (f)cbt  ba^  Jobe^urteil  in  bie  §ö^e).  T)k  Orb= 
nung  ber  ißselt  geftört,  5?ater  unb  So^n  entgleit,  bem 
33oIf  feinen  ^i^'f^en  entfrembet,  einen  ^uf^Q^i^  ^erbei= 
25  gefül)rt,  in  bem  nid)t  mef}r  nac^  Sc^ulb  unb  Unfc^ulb, 
nur  nod)  nad^  Urfac^'  unb  SSirfung  gefragt  Serben 
fann!  So  fprei^en  @ure  9iic^ter,  benn  ba^  ©d^icffaf, 
ha^   (hid)    beüorfte^t,    irurbe    fc^on    oor    3a^i^en    oon 
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SOMnnern  o^ne  jvurcf)t  unb  o^ne  Xahd  über  (?uc^  t)er= 
f)angt,  unb  (^ott  fclbft  f)flt  ben  garten  Sprucb  bcftättgt, 
ha  er  ben  jungen  "l^rinjcn  ^^u  [ic^  rief,  ber  bie  i^olt5iel)unc3 
adein  aufl)ielt.  3^r  fc^aubert,  fuc^t  dud)  nic^t  länger 
^u  täu]cf)en,  fo  ift'e!  Unb  inenn'e'  einen  (Sbelftein  gäbe,  5 
foftbarcr,  mie  [ie  alle  ^ufanimen,  bie  in  ben  fronen  ber 
Könige  funfein  unb  in  ben  Sdiacbten  ber  5?erge  rul)en, 
aber  eben  barum  aud)  ringsum  bie  n^ilbeftcn  ?eiben= 
fcbaften  ent^^ünbenb  unb  C^nite,  tt)ie  53ö[e,  ^^u  9iaub,  dTiorh 
unb  Xotl"d)lag  üerlocfcnb:  bürfte  ber  ein5ige,  ber  nod)  un=  10 
geblenbet  blieb,  i^n  nirf)t  mit  fefter  §anb  ergreifen  unb 
inö  9}?eer  ^inunterfd)leubcrn,  um  ben  allgemeinen  Unter= 
gang  ab^jumenbenV  Xa^i  ift  (Euer  ^-all,  ermägt'ö  unb 
bebenft  (Sud),  ic^  frage  '^um  lel3ten  d)la[l 

5lgne)^.     ßrmägt  auc^  ^i)x,  ob  3^^:  nidit  üertangt,  maö  15 
mef)r  al^  Xob  ift!     3d)  entfage  meinem  (^ema()l  nid)t,' 
ic^  fann'i?  unb  barf«  nid)t.     i8in  id)  benn  felbft  nod),  bie 
id)  mar?    ^^ab'  id)  blof)  empfangen?     6pab'  id)  nid)t 
auc^  gegeben?     2inb  mir  nid)t  einö,  unzertrennlich  einö 
burd)  (^)eben  unb  9iel)men,  mie  ?eib  unb  Seele?    2(ber  20 
ic^  Derbürge  mid)  für  ibn,  ha\\  er  bem  Xi)von  entfagt. 
^ürc^tet  nid)t,  hat^  id)  t)erfprcd)e,  raaö  er  nid)t  l)altcn 
mirb!     3c^  \)ab'^  auö  feinem  eignen  53hinbe,  mie  ein 
3aubermort  für  bie  l)öd)fte  (^iefabr!     3rt>ar  glaubte  ic^ 
längft  nid)t  me^r,  haY^  id)'e;  nod)  braud)en  mürbe,  aber  25 
biefe  Stunbe  l)at'ö  mir  entriffen,  unb  nun  braucbt'c,  mie 
3f)r  mollt! 

^rcifmg.   3)aö  rettet  (5uc^  nic^tmebr!  ^erpg  ?{tbred)t 
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tarm  bie  atioieftammte  SD^ajeftät  [o  menig  ablegen,  ate^ 
(Sud)  bamtt  befleibcn,  [ie  i[t  im^ertrennUcf)  mit  if)m 
tierbunben,  lüie  bie  2cf)önf)eit,  bie  if)n  feffelt,  mit  Qud). 
SSiU  er'ei  nic^t  [einen  Segen  nennen,  fo  nenne  er'ö  [einen 

5  %{\id),  aber  er  gebort  [einem  33oIf  unb  mufi  au[  ben  Xbron 

[teigen,   mie   ^ijv  in{5   @rab.     dud)  rettet'ö  nur  nocb, 

h)enn  ^t)v  Sure  Gbc  für  eine  [ünblic^e  erflärt  unb  augen= 

blitflid)  ben  Schleier  ne^mt. 

5(gnci5.     S5>ie  milb  i[t  «&er^,og  (Srn[t!     ::Der  rnifl  bocb 

lo  nur  mein  Veben!  3br  i^ollt  me^r!  3^/  JQ/  «^ö^s  braucbt' 
icf)  blofe  ^u  tun,  [o  mär'  ic^  für  if)n,  mie  nie  bageme[en; 
icb  [clb[t  bätte  mein  5Inbenfen  in  [einer  Seele  aueigelöfcbt, 
unb  er  müßte  erröten,  micb  je  geliebt  ^u  Ijaben!  dJldn 
Sllbrecbt,  beine  2Igneö  bid)  ab[d)mören!    D  ®ott,  mie 

IS  reid^  fomm'  icb  ^^^  i^  meiner  Hrmut  je^t  auf  einmal 
mieber  öor,  mie  [tarf  in  meiner  a:)nma<i)V.  ^ie[en 
Scbmer^  fann  icb  bod)  nocb  oon  ibm  abmenben!  T)a^ 
fann  mir  bocb  fein  ^er^og  gebieten!  ^32un  jitt're  ic^ 
mirflid)  nid)t  me^r! 

20  ^rcifmg.  £,  bau  Guer  alter  S?atcr  neben  mir  [täube 
unb  mid)  unter[tül3te!  -Taf^  er  [präd)c:  mein  Äinb,  ma^ 
rum  midft  bu  einen  ^iai^  nic^t  [reimidig  mieber  oufgebeu, 
ben  bu  bocb  nur  ge^^mungen  einnabm[t?  2)enn  ic^  meiß 
ja,  baf)  bie^  (Euer  5va((  mar! 

25  5(gneö.  ©esmungcnV  2o  aI[o  mirb  meine  2{ng[t, 
mein  ^itt^ni  unb  3ö9^^^  auegelegt?  C,  menn  3^1^  ^^'^ 
Suer  9)Ht(eib  ge[d)enft  babt,^meil  3br  ^0^  glaubt,  [0 
nebmt'ö  ^urücf  unb   quält  mid)  nid)t  länger,  icb  tjühc 
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feinen  Hnfprud^  barauf.     9lein,  nein,  ic^  mürbe  nic^t 
ge^^mungen!     2o  gemife  icf)  ifm  cf)er  erblicft  f)abc,  al^  er 
mirf),  fo  gemiB  t)Qbe  id)  if)n  aud)  et)cr  geliebt,  unb  ba^*  mar 
gleich,  alö  ob'ö  immer  gemefen  märe  unb  in  alle  (5migfeit 
nicbt   mieber    aufhören    fönne.     Xamm    feine    5lnflage    s 
gegen  ibn,  id)  mar  frü()er  fd)u(big,  aUi  er!     5lie  ^,mar 
^ätt'  ic^'e  Derraten,  id)  f)ätte  Dielleid)t  nid)t  ^,um  ^,meiten= 
mal  3U  i^m  ^inübergefd)aut,   fonbern  im  [tillen  mein 
^er^  ^erbrücft  unb  unter  Vad)en  unb  SBcincn  ein  ©clübbe 
getan.     %d),  id)  fc^ämte  mid)  Dor  @ott  unb  oor  mir  felbft,  lo 
mir  mar,  a(ö  ob  mein  eigneö  iölut  mir  über  ben  Äopf 
liefe,  id)  ermiberte  ein  ?äd)eln  beö  armen  Xi)cohaib,  um 
mir  red)t  mef)'  ',u  tun.     Xod),  aUi'  er  nun  am  3lbcnb  ^,u 
mir  f)erantrat,  ha  manbte  id)  mic^  5uer[t  freilid)  aud)  noc^ 
ab,  aber  nur,  mie  ein  3J?en[c^,  ber  in  ben  ipimmel  eintreten  15 
foH  unb  meiß,  hati  er  bem  Xobt  bie  Sc^ulb  noc^  nic^t 
ht]ai)[t  f)at!     ÜÖenn  ein  Gngel  ben  mit  [auf ter  ©cmalt 
über  bie  3c^meUe  nötigt:  ^at  er  i()n  ge^mungen? 
^rciftng.     2o  i[t  eö  ßuer  le^teö  SBort? 

5.  Sscne 

!Die  Iure  mirb  geöffnet,  man  erblicft  Saferer  unb  JReifige,  bie  jeboc^  20 
braußen  bleiben,  ed  tritt  ein:  G-mcran  ^iusipcrgcr  ju  ßalmpcrg  unb 
bleibt  am  ßingang  fteljcn 

Signet  (i^m  entgegen),  ^err  Smeran,  ^ätte  mein  ©ema^l 
je  erfahren,  maö  ic^  Don  Qua)  mufete,  ^^x  lebtet  nid)t,  um 
mid)  in  oerberben!     (5r  ^aßte  ßuc^  fc^on  o^ne  ®runb,  25 
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n)ic  feinen  auf  ber  !©clt,  id)  I)iltt'  i()m  mof)!  einen  ®runb 
angeben  fönncn,  aber  irf)  tat'ö  nid)t!  8innt  nad),  unb 
menn  ^i)v  ein  ÜJtenfd)  [cib,  [o  muji  [id;  in  (5urer  ^ruft 
je^t  etlüaö  für  mic^  regen! 

5  (Gnieran  ^Ju^perger  ju  .fialmperg  [(^meigt) 

5(gnc^.     ^perr  (iincran,  bin  id)  au[  el)r(ic^e  iß^eife  in 

(Eure  ipanb  gefallen'?    ^ebenft,  tt)o^in  3^r  mic^  oI)nc 

il^orbereitung  fd)icft,  la^t  mir  nod)  etroa'g  3cit,  unb  @ott 

foIl'<^  Gui-^  üer^^eibcn,  baf^  3fH"  ci"cn  3ubaö  mef)r  gemacht 

lo  I)abt,  ic^  mill  felbft  für  (Sud)  bitten! 

(Smeran  9iu«pcrger  ju  Äalmperg  fc^Jücigt) 

SJgnc^.  §err  (Smeran,  üjie  id)  in  biefem  21ugenbli(f 
^  ^,u  (Suc^,  fo  merbet  Csi)v  berein ft  ju  @ott  um  eine  furge 
Jvrift  f(e()en,  unb  er  lüirb  (Sud)  antworten,  mie  3l}i*  i^ii^- 
15  2ef)t  mid)  an,  inie  jung  ic^  nod)  bin,  unb  gebt  mir  öon 
jebem  3a^i^,  ^a^  3^^  ^i^  raubt,  nur  eine  9!)?inute 
jurüd!  ^önnt  3^r  mir'ö  Weigern?  3^^  ^üiU  ja  nur 
Don  mir  felbft  3tbfd)ieb  ne()mcn! 

*4?rciiing.     ^l)v    öertangt    üon    i^m,    maö    er    nid)t. 
20  geraQt)ren  fann!     (Sr  loeif^  üon  (Eurem  Ä'ned)t,  ba§  Sh^ 
geftern  gur  9lad)t  erft  gebeid)tet  ^abt,  unb  bie  ®tunbe 
brängt!    5Iuc^  ift  bie  eine  ebenfo  fc^üjarj,  mie  bie  anbere, 
glaubt'ö  mir!    5tber  milligt  ein  unb  — 
5(gnc^,     ^cbc  bid)  oon  mir,  33erfuc^er! 
25  (Gmeran  'iJiugperger  gu  Äalmperg  luiutt  einem  ^öfc^er) 

(@in  §äfc^er  tritt  herein  unb  näl^crt  fid^  Slgne«) 
5(gnc^.     i^ort,  SD^enfdi!     äöiltft  bu  beine  f)anb  an  bie 
legen,  bie  noc^  feiner,  alö  bein  ^er^og,  berüf)rt  i)at?    ^luv 
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bem  2:otengräber  fann  ic^'ö  m(f)t  me^r  tüe^ren!  (Bk 
fc^rettet  jur  Xür,  bleibt  bann  aber  fielen.)  Sllbrec^t,  Sllbrec^t, 
lüaö  lüirft  bu  empiinben! 

^Jrcifing.    3a!    3a!    Unb  3^r  mollt  biefen  Stachel 
lieber  in  [eine  ©eete  brücfen,  aU 9locf)  ift'^  3^it!    s 

5tgnc!c.  ^ragt  if)n,  menn  icft  baf)in  bin,  ob  er  lieber 
eine  Unlüürbige  öerfluc^en,  alö  eine  Xote  belüeinen 
möcfite!  3<^  fenne  feine  Slntroort!  9]ein,  nein,  ^^x 
bringt  (Suer  Cpfer  nic^t  fo  toeit,  ba^  eö  fid)  fet^t  beftecft. 
9?ein  tüax  mein  erfter  ^aucft,  rein  foK  auc^  mein  letzter  10 
fein!  Xut  mir,  mie  3l)i"  mü^t  unb  bürft,  ic^  milfö 
leiben!  33Qlb  mei^  i(^,  ob'ö  mit  9^ec^t  gefc^of)!  (Sie 
fd^reitet  burc^  bic  §äfc^er  ^inbur(^,  "ipreifing  unb  Gmeran  9?u^perger 
ju  Äalntperg  folgen.) 

^.  Sscne 

(Offene«  gelb)  15 

(^erjog  Gmft  mit  feinen  Stitt^rn  unb  3teifigen,  bie  man  jie^en  unb  fic^ 
ausbreiten  fie^t.    ^auerl)üttcn,  ttJODon  eine  ganj  in  ber  3lät)t  ift) 

©mft  tritt  mit  SBoIfram  öon  *^ien,^cnau,  ^^na^  tion  Setjboltftorff 
unb  Ctto  bon  Sern  l^croor 

(frnft.    3f)i%  ^]3ien^enau,  reitet  ^u  f)at)becf!     Gr  foU  20 
fo  njcit  üormärtö  ge()en,  aU  er  fann!    3rf)  ^nu^  ()ier 
^alt  machen  unb  auf  ben  Äan^Ier  inarten. 

(SBolfram  Don  ^Henjcnau  ab) 

@rnft.     3^^r    ^et)bolt[torff,    fcf)menft    (guc^    gegen 
«Straubing/ unb  befel}t  bie  §ügelfette!  25 

(3gnaä  oon  Scijboltftorff  ab) 
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G^rnft.  3f)f ,  ^crn,  fcl)t  nacf)  (Suren  9icitern  imb  bleibt 
nüchtern,  bamit  bic  aiid)  nüd)tcrn  bleiben,  (roic  ißem 
fprec^en  roUi)  -3c^  ft^eife  mobi,  ha^  3^v  bcbauptct,  beö 
SJJorgenö  immer  benebelt  auf^ufteben  unb  (Sud)  ben 
s  5>crftanb  erft  nad)  unb  nad)  an^utrinfen,  roie  anbere 
Veute  ben  OJaul'd),  aber  id)  \)aiU  nid^te  baoon,  unb  id) 
mu^  (5uc^  t)eute  ^ur  .*panb  böben,  mie  mein  8c^tt)ert! 

(Ctto  öon  Scnx  ab) 


5.  Ssenc 

@rnft.  (äine  ^auer^ütte !  3c^  mill  boc^  einmal  fe{)en, 
lo  tüic  bie  ?eute  leben!  (ßr  gef)t  auf  bic  ^ütte  gu,  finbet  fie  aber 
bcrfc^(offen.)  3^'  2llleö  Qufm  ^clbe  bei  ber  Arbeit.  2öer 
focbt  benn  (Sffen?  Cber  i)ab'  id)  [ie  fcbon  Oerjagt?  ((ir 
fommt  surücf.)  SS^enu'ei  gegtüdt  ift,  mu^  bie  5^ad)ricbt  jeben 
5Iugenblicf  fommen!  3)ieö  ift  baö  erfte  3)2al,  bo^  mir 
IS  bie  3^^t  lang  mirb.  (Srnft,  freüle  nic^t!  SSer  njei^, 
njeldjer  ^£d)atten  jet^t  [c^on  ^mifdjen  ^immet  unb  (Srbe 
umf)erirrt! 

6.  Ssene 

^reiftng  (tritt  mit  ^aijpcn^eim  auf),    ^ier  fotl  er  [ein! 

Graft  (ifinen  entgegen).      ^{)X,  "^^reifing?      9'^un? 
20      *l?rctftng.     Xot! 

@raft.     So  [ei  ®ott  if)r  gnäbig!  — "ißappentieim,  ^1)v 
mü^t  gleid)  lüieber   au[[i^en  unb  (Sucf)  mit  "ißienjenau 
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öereinigen,  um  §at)be(f  lu  [tilrfen.    X)er  f)at  ben  crften 
(5to^  3U  erlrarten,  menn'ei  lüaö  gibt! 
C^Poppenl^cint  ab) 

(fmft.    Sie  [tarb  [ie? 

^retfmg.    §at  [ie  fic^   Qnd)  um  bie  elfte  Stimbe   s 
mcf)t  ange5eigt? 

e^rnft.    Xae  öerfteV  ic^  nic^t! 

<)ßretfmg.  Xa  irar'ö!  Ttx  genfer  berfagte  ben 
^Tienft,  §err  ßmeran  mu^te  einen  feiner  porigen  ent-- 
laffen,  ber  ftür^^te  fie  öon  ber  33rücfe  {)erab.  ßrft  fc^icn'^,  10 
alö  ob  fie  auö  2lngft  oor  ber  iöcf(ecfung  burc^  feine 
^änbe  freitt)iüig  f)inunter  fpringen  lüodte,  bocf)  bann  tarn 
bie  5urcf)t  beö  Jobe^  über  fie,  i^r  lcf)minbeltc,  unb  er 
muüte  fie  pacfen.  Xaö  3?olf  ^ätte  i()n  gern  gcfteinigt, 
unb  bpc^  mußte  jeber,  baf^  ber  jämmerlidie  5J^enfd)  eö  nur  15 
für  feine  ^^rei^eit  tat.  5Uc^t  um  bie  ilöelt  möc^t'  icf)'ö 
3um  3rt)eitenmaf  fef)en. 

Gmft.     Öenug,  *^>reifing!     (Se  gibt  Xingc,  bie  man 
n3ie   im    2d){af   tun   mu^.     Xie^   gef)ört   ba^jU.  •  "Xa^ 
große  ^ab  ging  über  fie  meg  —  nun  ift  fie  bei  bem,  20 
ber'e  brebt.     3efet  ()anbelt  firf)'^   benn  um  if)n! 

^reifmg.  C,  er  mirb'e  fd)on  roiffen!  Qi  mar  gerabe 
einer  auö  5Iug^burg  auf  bem  ^Sd^lo^,  a(^3  ^^appen= 
l^eim  einbrang,  ein  braöer  53urfd^,  ber  ficf)  macfcr  f)iclt. 
!Der  eilte  fort,  al^  fie  in  ben  Äerfer  geführt  mürbe,  25 
unb  gemiß  nac^  3ngoIftabt.  @ö  mar  ein  iöote  it)reö 
S5aterö! 

Gmft.    2(rmer,    alter   Tlannl    9^un  ic^    fefete  mein 
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eigen   gleite^  imb  33(ut  ebcnl'ogut  ein,  irie  ba^  beinc! 
SBcr  mcife,   ob  unfer  Vo{?  nid)t   fc^on  gleic^  ift! 
^^rcifing.     Unb  bann? 

C^ritft.     ^ann  tüerbe,  voa^  mid!     ^d)    ^ahc  "ba^  )Ölcu 

5  nige  getan  unb  forge  für   bie   ©räber.     5Iber  e(<   fann 

aud)  anberi^  fommen.     X'er  ^-iirft  |d)lief  nur  in  it)m,  er 

irar   nid^t  tot.     SBarum  ^ätt'  er  fonft  nid)t  entfagt? 

iBarum    [o    auf   bieö    Xurnier    gcbrungen?    53ieUeid)t 

ermad)t  er  miebcr,  unb  bann  —  (S^  ift  töricht,  mit  ben 

lo  gemeinen  \?euten  Don  ßaubcrei  ^^u  reben,  mo  ein  ©efid}t, 

ha^    unfer    Herrgott    ^^meimal    angeftrid)en    f)at,    alleö 

erflärt,  ober  e^  änbert  fic^  öiel,  tt)enn  .'pimmel  unb  Cfrbe 

fic^  erft  einmal  mieber  in  fold)  ein  33(enbn)erf  Don  ^Mh-- 

c^en  geteilt  Ijaben,  unb  nur  nod)  ein  l'eic^nam  baliegt, 

15  ber  nic^t  me^r  burd)  rote  Sippen  unb  frifc^e  SSangen  an 

bie  ßitelfeiten  ber  iBclt,  nur  nod)  burd)  gebrodiene  2lu* 

gen  an  bie  legten  3)inge  mal)nt! 

*|3rcifmfl.     T)a    brennt'^!      Cber    nid^t?      3a'    jo- 
(SWan  i'ie£)t  in  ber   Jerne  ein  Xox^  in  ^'^n^^nfi^  fte{)en.) 
20      ©rnft.     Xa^  ift  er!     3o  l)at  bie  ^ut  ben  ^(tmer^ 
befiegt!    'D^un  n3irb  alleö  gut!     (rufenb)    9lur  ]u,  mein 
(go^n,  nur  gu!     3e  ärger,  je  beffer! 
^rcifmg.    Slber  baö  wolltet  3^r  [a  eben  üerf)üten! 
(?rnft.     ßi,  jel3t  ift'ö  ein  Xag!     SBaö  in  bem  ^erftört 
25  lüirb,   bau'   id)   fd)on   lüieber   auf!     Unb   Derlafet  Qu{i) 
barauf,  ber  .^aifer  ^at  feinen  5Ibter  fc^on  fliegen  loffen, 
unb  ber  lüirb  ibm  bie  Ärollen  ^^eigen,  el)'  er'ö  benft!     Unb 
bann  —  ((?r  er[)cbt  feinen  öerjogSftab.)      "ißreifing,  ^\:)X  tdtxbct 
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'f)eut   noc^    Ü6en-a|'cf)t!      (ba  ^Ifreiiing  iprecf)en  miii)      .^ommt, 

fommt,  5U  '^^ferbe!     (ör  ruft.)     €tto  Don  ^ern!     {ah  mit 
"ßrcifing) 

7.  55cne 

Säuern,  9Jiätnicr,  SBcibcr  unb  Sinbcr  (tumultuarifc^  burc^cinanbcr 

renncnb  unb  fchreicnb)  __    .     5 

(Hntgc.     Ter  33ö^me!     Xer  ißö^me! 

3lnberc.    Xcr  -Gatter ! 

5tnbere.     3T^9oO'tabt  unb  ?anbef)ut! 

Stile.    2tl(e  5u|ammen!    2llle  3u[aminen!    3Se^'  un^^! 

8.  Ssene 

2(I6rc(^t  (crfc^eint  mit  öicicn  .ßämpfenben,  morunter  [ic^  aud)  Jfjcobalb 
facfinbctj 

Stlbrcc^t  (tut  bei  jebem  3Iuäruf  einen  Streich).  JignC'? 
53ernaucr!  Signet  33ernauer!  öei,  ha^  i^r'ö  n3i^t,  ef)' 
i()r  umfaüt,  ber  Job  ^eißt  ^eute  2Ignee  53ernauer  unb  15 
fennt  fein  Grbarmen!  .Rein  (^Vfcfilccfit  in  33aiiern,  t)ocf) 
ober  niebrig,  ba^3  morgen  nicf)t  meinen  foK!  Xa  liegt 
ein  öat)becf,  ba  ein  "ipien^enau,  ha  ein  Seiiboltftorff! 
SIber  nod)  immer  lebt  'l?appenfieim !  '^^^appendeim,  voo  bift 
bu"?  Oiäuber,  iBeiTäter,  2cf)urfe,  Perftecfft  bu  bic^?  20 
3^r  alle,  ruft  mit  mir,  haf^  e{5  über  bie  gan5e  Grbe  fcfjaUt: 
'il.^appen^eim,  Räuber,  3Scrräter,  Schürfe,  t)erDor! 

^appenfieim  (tritt  aufj.     S5>er  fucbt  micf)? 

3tlbrcd)t.     3<^  unb   ber   Xcufel,   mir    beibe   5ugleicf)! 
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9(bcr  erft  fomm'  id^!     ,3i<^^)  """^  'f"^  \^^)^^f  ob  ein  cl)rüc^ 
(Sifcn  bir  noc^  bleut!      (Gr  mirft  '>;^appeul)cim  surüd.) 

XtjCübalb    (tritt   f)erüor).      llub    id)V      ipQ,    l)a,    1)0 !    ic^ 

glaube,  id)  fürcf)te  mid),  c^  lüirb  mir  gau^  fd)U)ar^  üor 

5  bcu  klugen.     (Si,  id)  mnc^'  [ie  gu  uub  [ted)e  barauf  (o^?! 

!:öriug  id)  feinen  um,  [o  rcij'  id)  bod)  moljt  einen,  ha\] 

er  mic^  umbringt! 

5((brcd)t  (tritt  »uicbcr  auf).     ?(bgetan!    2öqö  nun!    C, 
ha^'^  man  mir  i()u  lüiebcr  lebenbig  mad)te,  unb  ha\]  id) 
lo  i()u  mit  jebem  iHtem^ug  einnml  nicber()anen  bürfte,  uon 
t)eute  an  bi«^  ^^um  Slnbrud)  be«<  jüugften  ®erid)tö. 

^f)eoba(b  (tritt  oor  JUbrcd^t  t)in).     v*paut  mici^  nieber! 

5nbrcd)t.    ^ic^?  S53ofürV   Gi,  bu  bift'ö?    ^a^  fällt 
bir  ein? 
15      Sf)coba(b.    9}?eint  3^r,  bo^    icl^   mit  einer   fotd)en 
9lad)rid)t  nad)  3lug^burg   ^^urücf  imd? 

5(lbrcd)t.     @uter,  treuer  3}?en[d),  bleib  bei  mir! 

3:i)cobaIb.     53ei  @ud)?    33ei  @uc^!   §a!    SBenn  3br 

nid)t  gemefen  mär't  —  3)a!     (Gr  ftic^t  nad)  subrcdit.)    X)er 

20  fommt  aud)  öon  Slgneö  ^ernauer!     Unb  ber!    Unb  ber! 

5nbrcrf|t  (metirt  ab).  53ift  hu  öerrücft?  ©ib  mir  lieber 
bie  .Spanb!  T)u  bringft  mic^  nic^t  [0  treit,  ha^  id)  bir  ein 
^'eib  sufüge! 

Sljcobatb  (ftic^t  lüieber  noc^  ifim).     ^^r  [oflt  aber! 
25      5(Ibred|t,     ®o  mufe  id)  [d)on  tun,  ira^  ic^  noc^  nie 
tat!      (Gr  menbet  if)m  ben  mdcn.)      SBem  gel^Ört  beuu  ba^ 
rote  ®e[i(^t?    ^aö  ift  ein  3)egeuberg,  uub  au  bem  fel)U'ö 
noc^!    (ftürjt  fort) 
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^^cobttlb.  5lIIeö  [ott  [terben,  atleei,  ^^eunb  unb  ^einb! 
((Sr  roirft  [id^  feinem  eignen  Jrupp  entgegen,  ber  Sllbredit  folgen  n)iU.) 
2Bo!)m?  $Qlt!  (gr  mirb  bur#o{)rt.)  (So!  9lun  i[f  ^  96= 
nug!     (fällt  unb  ftirbt) 

9JotI)I)afft  oon  Söernbcrg  (tritt  auf).     Sieg!   (£ieg!   2Bo    5 
ift  ber  .!perpg?    SHbrec^t,  fte  laufen  üor  un^?,  aU  ob 
trir  Tne[)r  al^  9)^en[d)en  irärcn! 

5I(brccf)t.  3Iber  [ic  foUcn  liegen!  3d)  it^iH  bic  Xo- 
nan,  bic  fie  crfticft   bat,   mit  Veic^en   irieber   erfticfen! 

9?otIjl)offt  öott  Söernbcrg:    Ter  im  iöart  lüirft  [icb  auf  10 
Straubing,   3bi^   follt'ci   betracbtcn,   al^   ob  er>   fcbon 
l)ätte! 

3tlbrccf)t.  Ta^  er  mir  ben  9?ic^ter  bloß  fängt,  unb 
il)m  fein  ?eib  sufügt!  3n  beffen  iSlut  mid  icb  mir 
ben  lel3ten   dlau^d)  trinfen!  15 

$RoIf  öon  g^raucnlioücn  (tritt  auf),  öurra!  ipurra! 
'Dlun  ift'ö  aue!  SSir  l)aben  ibn!  (ju  3librecf}t,  »ie  er  if)n  be= 
merft)  3Bir  boben  Guren  53ater,  ;}[)r  fönnt  ibm  gleid^ 
guten  Taa,  fagen!     Gben  marb  er  gepacft! 

mhvtdit    2Ber  ^at  ta^  befol)len?  20 

^raucn^oüctt.  3Ber  bat'«f  oerboten?  Seine  eignen 
?eute  rannten  i^n  über  ben  Raufen,  alö  er  fid)  i^rer 
^luc^t  in  ben  SS^eg  ftellte,  unb  .f)anö  oon  ?äubelfing  — 
Xa  bringt  er  i^n  mit  bem  Ä analer!     Sel)t! 

3Il(irC(^t    (menbet  fic^  nacft  ber    entgegengefe^ten    (Seite).      (Sr  25 
foll  ibn  frei  laffen!   ®leicb! 

S^ot^^afft  öon  SScmbcrö.  Qi,  ba^  fommt  lt)of)l  mor= 
gen  auc^  frü^  genug! 
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5«brecf)t.  mdd)\  [ogc  ic^.  mn\d),  füf)I[t  bu'ö  bcnn 
nidit  aucf)'? 

•DJotljIjafft  üon  SÖernöcrg.     (5t)'  er  Urfc()bc  gefc^moren 
imb  uut5  raenigftcuö  bie  Äöpfe  gefiebert  l)at? 
5      9nbrctl)t  (i'tampft  mit  bem  guße).    ©leicf)!   ©leid^!  ©leic^I 
9lot^f)afft  öon  Söcmöcrg.     2o  fagt'ö  i{)m  [elb[t! 

9.  S^cm 

Graft  (tritt  mit  ^reiftng  auf,  oon  ^an^  üsn  SäubcJfing  unb  feiner 
(Sc^ar  begleitet) 

©rnfi     Xa  ftef)t  mein  (Sof)n!     SSenn  ber  ben  !Degcn 

19  [cincc  i^aterö  \mil,  f)ier  ift  er! 

9((brerf|t.  3t)i^  ^übt  mir  bei  SIKitig  baö  ?eben  ge= 
rettet!      (mit  einer   ^anbfaemegung)      ^ort!    "^OXtl 

Grnft  ^d)  tat  bei  5IUing,  moö  ic^  fc^ulbig  mar, 
unb  begehre  feinen  ^anf  bafür! 
15  Stlbrct^t  (inbem  er  fid)  umfef)rt).  So  fomme  biefe  ©tunbe 
über  (Euer  ^aupt!  (gr  bemerft  ^:ßreifing.)  ^0,  ha  ift  noc^ 
einer!  §err  Äanjter,  ^i)v  feib  frei,  3^r  mögt  njollen 
ober  nid)t!  2Ibcr  nur,  um  Surem  ©efä^rten,  bem 
9}Mrfd)a((,  gleich  in  bie  vSpöIle  nacf)gefc^icft  gu  werben! 

20  (gr  gie^t  gegen  ^reifing.)      £),  tt)är'  aud^  ber  ^Dritte  ba! 

(Jmft.  'ipfui!  SSiüft  bu  bic^  am  Wiener  rücken,  ftatt 
am  öerrn?  SDIein  Äan^tcr  öoltpg  nur  meinen  ^efe^I, 
unb  ic^  mufete  i^n  gmeiraal  geben,  e^'  er'ö  tat! 

mbvcd)t  (So  feib  3^r'ö  iüirflic^  aHein?  ©ang  aU 
25  lein?    <2o  fann  icf)  mid)  an  niemanben  I)atten,  aU  an 


1 


fünfter  3tft.     9.  Sjene  121 

Sud)?    Unb  3f)r  ti'ctct  mir  noc^  in  ben  2öeg?     3^r 
it)eicf)t  mir  nid)t  auö? 

(frnft.    iß}arum  foUt'  id)?    3d)  f)Qbe  meine  ']?fli(^t  \ 
getan,  in  Straubing,  lüie  in  2II(ing,  ober  in  9\egeneburg!  ■-? 

Stibrcrfjt.     Sure  ^flic^t!     @ott  [)at  Suc^  in   meine    s 
^anb  gegeben!    S^^%^  ^^'  fo  für  ben,  ber  feine  ^^3 flicht 
tat? 

Grnft.  ©Ott  railt  bic^  üerfudien!  ^ah'  irolit  ad}t, 
ba)^  bu  öor  i^m  befte^ft!  @r  f)at  nod)  nie  auf  ^roei 
9D?en[d)en  {)erabgefd)aut,  mic  iet3t  auf  bid)  unb  mid)!  10 
(ßr  tritt  2I[brccf)t  näl)cr.)  i'^tciu  3of)n,  bu  f)aft  bic^  mit 
meinem  örgften  '^dnh  nerbunben,  mit  beinern  fal)d)en 
C^m,  ber  bir  ixoax  gern  bie  33ranbfacfel  ooran  trug, 
alö  eö  galt,  mein  unfdiulbigc^  ?anb  ^u  öcrfieeren,  ber 
bir  aber  nid)t  bae^  Sc^raert  aue  ber  §anb  geriffen  ^a=  15 
ben  iDürbe,  menn  bu  eö  gegen  bicö  felbft  gedurft  f)ätteft! 
Äe^re  ^u  mir  ^urücf,  e^  ift  beffer.  3d)  mu^tc  tun, 
ma^  ic^  tat,  bu  mirft  e«  felbft  bercinft  begreifen,  unb 
njär'ö  erft  in  beiner  legten  2tunbc,  aber  id)  fann  auc^ 
mit  bir  meinen,  benn  id)  faffe  beinen  Sd)mer5!  20 

^Ibrccf)t.  £,  fprcd)t  nid)t  fo!  ?af!t  mid)  glauben, 
ha^  3I)r  nid)t  mef)r  baoon  miüt,  ale  ber  falte  ^'^ufe/  ^ei' 
fie  Derfd)lungen  \)at.  2Benn  id)  (Suc^  nic^t  f(ud)en  foll, 
muß  ic^  mir  benfen:  ein  neuer  Job  ift  in  bie  35>elt  gefom= 
men,  um  ben  alten  ab^ulöfcn,  unb  ha^  ift  bein  eigner  25 
53ater!  Gin  lO^cnfd)  fonnte  it)x  fein  ^'eib  sufügen; 
nid)t  bei  Xage,  benn  er  f)ättc  fie  gefef)en,  nic^t  bei  9Iad^t, 
benn  er  ^ätte  fie  gcljört,  unb  nur  einö  üon  beiben  mar 


122  5lgneg  33crnaucr 

nötiß,  um  feben  ju  ctitmaffneti!  ©agt:  id^  bin  fein 
9J?cn[c^  imb  fd}irfte  and)  feine  SDknfd^en,  bann  mill  icö 
mid)  öor  (Sud)  befrcu^^ch  unb  f(icl)n! 

Cfrnft.     3d)  bin  ein  iOJenfd),  unb  lf)ätf^  n)of)I   öer^ 

5  bient,  baf?  e^3  mir  erfpart  morben  märe.    Slber  menn  bu 

bidi  tüiber  gbttlid)e  unb  menfcbüc^e  Orbnung  empörft: 

ic^  bin  gefetit,  [ie  gufrcd)t  3U  erf)alten,  unb  barf  nidjt 

fragen,  maö  eö  mic^  foftet! 

5((brcrf|t.    ®öttlid)e  unb  mcnfc^üdie  Orbnung!     ^a, 

10  I)a!  2II0  ob'ö  ,^n3ei  Ütegenbogcn  mären,  bie  man  gufammen 
gefügt  unb  atö  funfelnben  3öiiöerring  um  bie  SBelt 
gelegt  l^ätte!  5lber  bie  göttliche  Orbnung  rief  fie  inö 
Seben  unb  tiefe  fie  auö  bem  ©taube  f)ert)orge{)en,  bamit 
fie  n3ieber  er^öt)e,  maö  fid)  felbft  erniebrigt,  unb  ernie^ 

IS  brige,  maö  fic^  felbft  er^ö()t  f)atte.     T)it  menfc^Ud)e 

((gr  tritt  ernft  näf)cr.)      ^ie  menfd)Iid)e ((Sr  rtenbet  fic^ 

rafcf)  um  gegen  bie  Setnigcn.)      33orn)ärt'?,   ii^r   i^reuube,   Öor^ 

märtö,   mer   mirb  fd)on    am    SOiittag    feiern!    ^ergog 

(grnft  ift  frei,  niemanb  frümme  if)m  ein  ^aar,  er  fann 
20  feine  5lgneö  mef)r   töten  aber  raften  mollen  mir  erft, 

menri  fein  Tlimd}tn  in  ^-lammen  fte^t!  (miii  fort) 
C^rnft.    9iec^t  fo!     X)ann  mirb   ber  53at)er  fie  boc^ 

gemife   öerfluc^en,  fonft  I)ätt'  er  fie  üielleidit  bemeint. 

3^re  33rüber  finb'^,  bie  bu  ermürgft,  nic^t  bie  meinigen, 
25  unb  ob  bu  bie  gan^,e  9}Jcnfd)beit  abfc^kc^teft:  in  il)ren 

5lbern  mirb  nic^t  ein  Blutstropfen  mieber  marm  baöon! 

5lber  baf)in  fannft  bu'ö  bringen,  ba^  if)r  eigener  33ater  bie 

(Stunbe  öermakbeit,  in  ber  fie  if)m  geboren  marb,  unb 
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bofe  fie  [elbft  fid^  auö  bem  'ipQrQbieö,  Jrenn  fic'^  fc^on 
betreten  t)at,  [c^aubernb  unb  [cf)Qmrot  roieber  l^inauö^ 
ftie^lt,  bie  erfte  unb  le^te,  bie'«<  tut,  o()ne  öerbammt  3U 
[ein! 

(2I(brerf)t  ^ält  inne  unb  fenft  fein  Schwert)  5 

(9JJan  t)ört  trompeten  in  ber  i^erne) 
©rnft.    :Dag  i[t  ?ubtt)ig  öon  3ngoI[tabt!     X)er  2ßürg= 
enget  h)irb  ungebulbig!     ^^olgt  i^m  boä),  niemanb  fann 
beffer  ^erftören,  maei  ein  anbrer  baute,  al^  er!    2Iber  lat3t 
euc^  aüe  mahnen:  eö  i[t  einer  über  euc^  im  >^immel  unb  10 
aud)  auf  Srben,  unb  beibe  merbcn  furchtbar  mit  euc^  in^ 

(5^eric^t  ge^en!      (^ie  Irompetm  näf)ern  fic^.) 
Stimmen,     'ipia^!     *ipia^  bem  iöanner  beö  didd)^l 
Slnbcrc  Stimmen.     (Sin  ^erolb! 

\0.  Sscne 

^cr  ^erolb  bei  JReic^ö  (tritt  mit  ©efolge  auf,  bog  Sanner  toirb  oor  15 
i^m  fiergetragen) 

'^tt  .l^erotb  (fc^mingt  nac^   allen  Scltgcgcnben  fein  ^ä)ntxt). 

33ei  2td^t  unb  53ann,  fein  blanfe^  Sc^mert,  alö  bieö! 

(3ltle  SJitter  biö  auf  2{lbrecf)t  ftecfen  bie  Sc^merter  ein) 

-   ^cr  ^erolb.    5llbrec^t  öon  3BitteI^bac^,  ^erpg  öon  20 
95at)ern,  erfd^eint  öor  Äaifer  unb  9ieic^! 

.  ^(tltedjt   (tritt  jögemb  ^eran  unb  ftecft  langfam  fein  2d)rcert  ' 
rin).    3ft  t)ier  bie  Sc^ranfe? 

^er  ^crolb.    «Sie  ift  überall,  ft)0  bie  Std^t  öerfünbet 
irerben  \oiil  25 
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9?otf|f|afft    üon    2öcrnbcrfl    unb    ^vaütniio\>en.     !Dic 

5tc^t!     3[t'ö  [cijon  fo  mcity 

(^^^ofaunenftö^e) 
^rcifmg  (ju  emft).     3öaö  ift  boö  nod^? 
5      Grnft.     9}?ef)r,  d'g  ic^  öertange,  [ürc^f  ic^! 

Stimmen.    (Sin  Vcgat!    (£"iti  l'cgat  beö  ^eiligen  (Studio! 

^cr  ^erotb.     Unb  mit  it)m  ber  53ann  ber  Ä'irc^e! 

5Sie(c  Stimmen  (oon  gfittem  unb  9teifigen).  Hc^t  unb  53ann 

gugteic^!     ^a  i\V^  3<^it'      (Sic  mcrfcn  bie  2öaffen  üou  fic^.) 

lo  (J)cr  ^'cgat  tritt  mit  ®efoIge  auf,  eine  brennenbe  Äer3e  iüirb  oor  il^tn 

l^:rgetragen,  er  ftedt  fic^  jur  recf)ten  ^anb  be^  ^erolbg) 

^er  .^erotb  (entfaltet  bie  ^itttcrtiärung).    SBir,  'Sigiömunb, 

Don  (^otteö  ©naben  ermä()tter  römifc^er  Äaifer,  ll'önig 

t)on  Ungarn,  33ö^eini,  3^almatien,  <2Iaoomen  unb  ^oö= 

15  nien,  9J2arfgrof  bon  9)H()rcn  unb  2cf)(e[ien,  Äurfürft  öon 

^ranbenburg    u[m.,    2d)irniöogt    ber    Äird^e,   l^öd^fter 

®d)ieböricf)ter  auf  (Srbcn,   tun  funb  hiermit:  9kcf)beni 

bu,  Sllbrec^t   öon  3ßittel^bacf),   allbereitö   öor  britt^alb 

^Qi^ren  ^u  9?egenöburg  in  offenem  Slufftanb  ben  ^rieben 

20  beö  9?eid)ö  gebrochen  unb  fd)lüere  '^idjt  auf  bcin  ,^aupt 

I)erabge3ogen  fjaft,  bie ,  S^Bir  bamale*,  obgleich  f(f)on  öer- 

f)ängt,  auf  ^ürbitte  beineö  fürftlid^en  ^errn  unb  SSaterö 

nocf)  3urücff)ielten;  narfibem  bu  ftieiter,  imtt3ürbig  foI(f;cr 

i^ürbitte   im-  Unferer   (^nabe,   in   bcinem   2;ro^   iniber 

25  menfc^Ucl)e  unb   göttürfie   Crbnung   be()arrteft,   anftatt, 

Unferer  gerechten  (Srujartung  gemöf^,  in  reuiger  Unter = 

mürfigfeit  i^erföf)nung  unb  3?ergebung  ju  fuc^en;  nad^= 

bem  bu  enblirf),  um  baci  )))la^  beiner  ^reöel  su  pufen, 


fünfter  2lft,     10.  Sjene  125 

Un[ere  Langmut  aber  biö  auf  ben  @runb  ^u  erfc^öpfen, 
3um  gtüeitenmal  mit  blanfer  SBaffe  rebeüifd)  im  "i^dbt 
erf^ieneii  bift:  «So  gebieten  SSir  bir  burc^  biefen  Un= 
[eren  offenen  33rief,  ba^  bu  angefic^tö  be'^felben  bein 
(©(^iDert  auf  ber  Stelle  ju  ben  '^ü^'^m  beineö  .^errn  unb  5 
35aterö  nieberkgen  unb  alö  fein  frcimidiger  (befangener 
Unferen  legten  ©prucf)  in  X)emut  ablnarten  fodft.  —  (ßr 
fe^t  ab  unb  fief)t  Sllbrec^t  an.) 

(2tlbrec^t  bo^rt  fein  Sc^mert  in  bie  @rbe  unb  ftü^t  [ic^  barauf) 

^cr    ^crolb    (fä^rt    fort).     SSibrigenfaKö    fe^en   2öir  10  . 
bid^    nunmefjr    auö    i^aiferlic^er    9)?ac^töoI(fommenf)eit 
au6  bem  i^rieben  in  ben  Unfrieben,  ireifen  bic^  f)inauö 
auf  bie  öier   «Strafen  ber  SBelt  unb  erflären  bic^  für 
öogelfrei  — 

Gmft.    Sßitlft   bu   noc^  mel()r   f)ören,   mein   (So^n?  15 
(Sag'  nein,  unb  id^  erl^ebe  meinen  ^erjog^ftab! 

^rouen^oüen.  3e^t  fommt  baö  öon  ben  Xieren 
beö  SBalbeö  unb  ben  3SögeIn  unter  bem  §imme(  unb 
ben  i^ifc^en  im  SSaffer! 

S'Jotfi^afft   öon   SBembcrg.     Sc^au'    bic^    um!     Sie  20 
ge^en  alle  hinter  fic^!    deiner  mirb'ö  mit  bir   tragen, 
a(ö  mir! 

$t(6rcc^t.  SSie  follten  fie  auc^!  i^angen  boä)  bie 
Serge  ^u  manbetn  an,  um  mi(^  ju  bebeden! 

Graft.     Soll  auc^  bie  Äirc^e  ben  9D?unb  noc^  öffnen?  25 
SoU  bie  ^er^e  auögelöfc^t,  fo(t  beine  Seele  bem  emigen 
^tuc^  übergeben,  bein  9lame  im  Suc^  be6  ?ebenö  getilgt 
»Derben? 
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%lbxcdlt  (iu  5totf)f)afft  Don  Söernberg  unb  grauenl^ooen).      ®e^t 
öou  mir,  haii  iä)  antmorten  fann! 

J5raucn{)oöen.     Robert   mir   ba^  um   Sud^    üerbient? 
J^eufcl,  eei  brennt! 
5      'JJIbrcc^t.     3olI  iri)  micf)  öor  ber  ©elüolt  bemütigen, 
lueil  i^r  neben  mir  ftef)t'?    Miä)  mag  fie  noc^  l^eutc  ser= 
malmen! 

^rnft.     ©emalt?     3Benn  ba^  bemalt  ift,  tt)aö  bu 

ertcibeft,  |o  i[t  eö  eine  ©emalt,  bie  alle  beine  S3äter  bir 

lo  antun,  eine  @eh)alt,  bie  fie  [elbft  fic^  aufgelaben  unb  ein 

f)albeö  3a^^tau[enb  lang  o{)ne  SJhirren  ertragen  I)aben, 

unb  baö  i[t  bie  Öcroalt  beö  ^Rec^tö!     2öe^'  bem,  ber 

.   einen  Stein  miber  [ie  [c^Ieubert,  er  gerfc^mettert  nid}t  [ie, 

[onbern  [ic^  [elbft,  benn  ber  prallt  ah  unb  auf  i^n  gurücf. 

15  Ober  bin  id^'^,  ber  3U  bir  rebet,  ift'ö  nic^t  ba^  gange 

beutfd)e  9^eic^? 

mbxcdtft.  Sei'ö  fo!  ^d)  mu^te  nic^t,  ha^  ber  2:ob 
barauf  fte^t,  eine  *iperle  auf3u!)eben,  ftatt  fie  gu  ger= 
treten,  aber  id)  \)ah'^  getan  unb  milP«  bü^en.  §eran, 
20  ^är  unb  SSoIf,  fc^ic^t  auf  mic^  f)erab,  5Ibler  unb  ®eier, 
unb  jerfteifc^t  mic^!  ^l\d)t  mit  ber  §anb  lüill  'vi)  mic^ 
mehren,  ttjenn  i^r  tut  nac^  beö  Äaifer^  (^chöÜ 

(?mft.     ^aft  bu  folc^e  Gif,  öor  beinem  JJic^ter  5U 
erfc^einen?    ytod)  Ijat  er  bicfe  2;oten  unb  if)re  SSunben 
25  nic^t  gejault,  unb  bu  mei^t  fo  gert)i^,  mic  er  bid^  emp= 
fangen  mirb? 

^tlbrc^t.     O,  i^n  fürd)t'  id^  nic^t,  er  mirb'ö  fd^on 
öcrgeben,  ha^  id)  fein  Uebfteö  Äinb  bei  ber  ^anb  ge= 
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fa^t  1:)aht,  er  mei^  ja,  mie  fcfiön  unb  ebet  er'^  gemad^t 
i)atte! 

©mft.    SDJein  So^n,  gel^  in  biä)l    S6  i[t  tDai)v,  bu 
fannft  beine  «Sc^ulb  Oergrö^erti,  bu  fonnft  bir  ben  Job 
crtrofeen,  ober  bic^,  teer  tritt's;  ^inberu,  f)iTitcrrücf^  au^   s 
ber  SBelt  tnegfte^Ien,  bu  fannft  aber  aucf)  aUee;  iniebcr 
gut  machen!    Xu'^,  0  tu'ö,  faffe  einen  ©ntfrfituB,  ba^ 
bu  öor  beinen  2ll)nen  mcf)t  ju  erröten   braucftft,   füge 
bic^!    '^k^  (Sc^Iac^tfelb  mirb  einft  furdjtbar  roiber  bid) 
3eugen,  fie  ade,  bie  f)ier  blutig  unb  s^rfefet  ^erum  liegen,  10 
Serben    bic^    Oerftagen   unb    [preisen:  mx    fielen,    meit 
i^erjog  2IIbrecf)t  rafte!     S5?ef)'  bir,  tr»enn  ftcfi  bann  nirfit 
eine  üiel  größere  3d)ar  für  bid)  ert)ebt  unb  beine  ;^lnfläger 
gum  33erftummen  bringt,   menn  nirf)t  9)H(Uonen  quö^ 
rufen:  aber  mir  ftarben  in  ^-rieben,  tneil  er  fic^  felbft  15 
übermanb!     Xenn  ha^  ^öngt  baüon  ab,  haf"^  bu  tebft, 
baüon  gang  allein! 

9tlbrerf|t.  T}k  Unfc^ulbige  follte  mobern,  unb  id)  — 
—  SBelc^  ein  Schürfe  rnär'  ic^,  lüenn  id)  auf  Guc^ 
l^örte !  20 

Grnft.  !l)u  bift  nid^t,  mie  ein  anberer,  ber  bie  @ered^= 
tigfeit  baburd^  t)erföf)nen  fann,  ha^  er  il^rem  (Sc^raert 
reuig  ben  öal^  barbietet,  öon  bir  tierlangt  fie  hau'  @e= 
genteil!  3c^au'  biee  ^Banner  an,  c^  ift  bein  iöilb- 
unb  fann  bic^'ö  lehren!  ßö  marb  am  bemfetben  ^a-  25 
ben  gefponnen,  morauö  ber  te^te  9?eiter,  ber  it)m  folgt, 
fein  SBamö  trägt,  e^  lüirb  einft  ^,erfa((en  unb  im  SS^inb 
jerftäuben,  mie  bieij!    ?Iber  ba^  beutfd)e  i^olf  ()gt  in  tau^ 
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[enb  ©(^tac^ten  unter  iljm  gcficgt,  unb  rt)irb  nod)  in 
taufenb  ®(^Iad)ten  unter  if)m  [legen,  barum  fann  nur  ein 
53ube  eö  ger3up[en,  nur  ein  'iJkrr  eö  [tiefen  lüollen,  [tott 
[ein  53Iut  ba[ür  ^n  öer[pril^cn  unb  ieben  ^^-el^en  t)eitig  ^u 

s  ()alten!  2o  i[t'i^  aud)  mit  bem  (^ür[ten,  ber  c^  trägt. 
SBir  9)?eu[c^en  in  un[rer  33ebür[tigfeit  fönnen  feinen 
(Stern  öom  ^immet  f)erunterrei^en,  um  i^n  au[  bic 
«Stanbarte  gu  nageln,  unb  ber  (Ef)erub  mit  bem  ^-lam^ 
m.en[c^mert,  ber  unö  nuö  bem  ''^>arabieö  in  bie  SSü[te 

lo  ^inauö  [tie^,  i[t  nic^t  bei  unö  geblieben,  um  über  un^  ju 
rirf)ten.  2öir  mü[[en  boö  an  [ic^  SBertlo[c  [tempeln 
unb  i{)m  einen  iföert  beilegen,  tüir  mü[[en  ben  <Staub 
über  ben  Staub  er{)ö()en,  biö  mir  mieber  öor  bem  [te()en, 
ber  nid)t  ^nige  unb  Bettler,  nur  ®ute  unb  33ö[e  fennt, 

IS  unb  ber  [eine  Stcfftiertreter  am  [treng[ten  gur  S^iec^en^ 
[cf)a[t  5ie{)t.  ißße^'  bem,  ber  bie[e  Übereinfun[t  ber  53ötfer 
nic^t  der[te()t,  ^tuc^  ^^^^r  ^cr  [ie  nic^t  e^rt!  So  grei[e 
benn  enblirf)  auc^  in  beine  53ru[t,  [pric^:  33ater,  ic^  i)aht 
ge[üubigt  im  §immel  unb  öor  bir,  aber  id)  milt'ö  bü^en, 

20  icf)  mifl  leben! 

5(Ibrcc^t.    -^ängt  ha^  üon  mir  ah? 
©rnft.    :Dieö  SBort  i[t  mir  genug!    ®ott  mirb  bic^ 
[törfen,  unb  beine  3Bitmc  [etb[t  Ujirb  [ür  bicf)  beten! 
mbtcdjt    Steine  SSitme!? 

25  @nift.  SBaö  ic^  if)r  im  ?eben  t)er[agen  mufete,  fann 
ic^  i^r  im  Jobe  gen)ä()ren,  imb  ic^  tu'  eö  gern,  benn  id) 
h)ei[5,  ha^  [ie'ö  öerbient!  !©eine  @emaf)Un  fonnte  irf) 
nid}t  anerfennen,  beine  SBitme  lüill  id)  [elb[t  be[tatten 
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unb  für  en)ige  Reiten  an  i^rem  @rabe  einen  feierlichen 
Jotenbienft  ftiften,  bamit  ba^  reinfte  Cpfer,  boö  ber 
9^otn)enbigfeit  im  l'auf  aller  3fil)i*f)unberte  gefallen  ift, 
nie  im  2lnbenfen  ber  9)?en|c^en  erlöfc^e! 

3tlörcc^t.     ^d)  voUi  —  3d)  ^i(l,  ^üaö  ic^  nocf)  fann!    5 
(gegen  ben  §crolb)     Äaiferlic^er   ^J^ajeftät  meinen  9iefpeft! 
(SU  (Srnft)     (iud),  mein  iperr  unb  33ater  —     ((är  mid  itjm 
ba^   ©c^roert  übereic^en.)      (Suc^  — 

(Srnft  öffnet  bie  2(rme  unb  fc^rettet  i^m  entgegen) 

^lhvcd)t  (tt)ei(f)t  5urücf  unb  sie^t).     5lein,  nein!    T^ie  6pö((e  10 
über  mic^,  aber  ^tut  für  33Iut! 
Gmft.     ^alt!   Srft  nimm  ben  ha\     ((Sr  reicf)t  i^m  ben 

^erjoggftab,   ben  3t(bred)t   unroiKfürlicf)    faßt.)      ^Ter  mnd)t  bid) 

Sum  9iicf)ter  beineö  3_^aterö!  SSarum  millft  bu  fein 
9}?örber  inerben?  is 

^rcifing.     iper^og! 

Graft.  80  lüar'^  befcfiloffcn!  Unb  nic^t  blof^  be^ 
^eierabenbö  ir)et3en!  ^sd)  brauch'  fein  3rt!  Äann  er'^ 
mir  in  feinem  ©emiffen  tneigcrn,  fo  ftef)t'ö  fc^Iimm 
unb  micf)!  20 

5(Iöred)t.  9)Hc^  fdjminbelt!  ^^^mm  if)n  jurücf!  (Et 
brennt  mir  in  ber  ipanb. 

Graft,    ^rag  ifjn  ein  ^al^r  in  ber  ^^urd^t  beö  .^errn, 
raie  id)!     £annft  bu  mid)  bann  nid)t  Io^fpred)cn,  fo  ruf 
mic^,  unb  id)  felbft  \mii  mid)  ftrafen,  tüie  bu'ö  gcbcutft!  25 
3Tn  ^lofter  gu  Slnbed^ö  bin  id)  gu  finben! 

5(tbrerf)t  (h)in  nieberfnicn).  33ater,  nic^t  öor  Äaifer  unb 
9Jeic^,  aber  üor  bir! 
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emft.  ^ßorf!  trart'!  SQJcin  Xagemerf  mar  [c^mcr, 
aber  öieHeidit  leb'  ic^  noc^  überö  3al)r!  (ge^t;  ju  'ißrei= 
fing,  d«  er  folgen  »iii)  ißleibt!  2In  einem  Wönd)  ift'^ 
genug! 


NOTES 

ACT  I  — SCENE  I 

3.  3(ugS6urg,  now  a  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  was 
originally  a  Roman  colony  (Augusta  Vindelicorum)  founded 
15  B.c.,  and  even  under  Roman  ru!e  seems  tö  have  been  con- 
sidered  of  great  importance,  being  spoken  of  by  Tacitus  as 
splenditissima  Rhaetiae colonia.  In  1276  it  became  a  Free  City  (see 
Introduction  p.  xxx).  In  the  i5th  and  especially  in  the  i6th  Cen- 
tury, it  became  with  Nürnberg  the  great  distributing  center  of 
South  Germany.  Here  resided  the  Fuggers,  the  wealthiest  mer- 
chants  in  Germany,  and  some  of  the  greatest  German  artists,  like 
Holbein,  Altdorfer,  and  others.  Many  public  and  private  build- 
ings  still  attest  its  former  splendor.  In  1806  it  was  annexed  by 
Bavaria.  The  scene  of  our  play  is  laid  in  the  first  half  of  the 
I5th  Century,  in  the  time  just  before  the  power  and  glory  of 
the  city  had  reached  their  zenith. 

3.  —  I.  23abcrftu6c,  barbershop.  In  the  Middle  Ages  58aber 
were  persons  who  kept  public  bathrooms.  In  course  of  time  they 
took  upon  themselves  also  the  ofi&ce  of  barber,  manicurist,  and 
ultimately  that  of  surgeon  on  a  small  scale.  This  last-named 
function,  in  which  some  attained  considerable  skill,  was  just  at 
this  time  causing  the  once  despised  barber  to  be  gradually  ele- 
vated to  the  plane  of  an  honest  burgher. 

4.  um   .   .   .  \6)a!i>t,'t-d.'ere  a  pity  {to  destroy)  thebeautiful  roses. 
8,  9.    ^a   .   .   .  jo,  yes,  that  was  precisely  it. 

10.  9Jlorgenfüpp(^en.  Before  coffee  was  introduced,  the  ordi- 
nary  breakfast  consisted  of  a  broth. 
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SCENE  2 
15.    3fungfcr,  young  mistress. 

4.  —  I.    ^crau^gcflopft,  called  out  (by  a  knocking  at  the  door). 

1.  Wenn  .  .  .  Ijabcn,  lit.  when  they  have  fought,  i.e.  when 
there  has  beert  a  braivl. 

4.  bcftcttc  oBc^,   deliver  the  whole  message. 

5.  6.  anfät^rt  .  .  .  l^er,  tums  on  me  with  the  words :  "Do  you 
mean  to  say  that  you  are  willing  to  lend  yourself  to  such  a  purpose!  " 

8.  ja  fo,  to  be  sure! 

10.  mal  =  einmal.     Not  to  be  translated. 

12.  9Jomen^fcft,  Saint' s  Day,  i.e.  the  day  of  the  saint  after 
whom  one  is  named,  a  day  celebrated  in  Cathoüc  countries  in 
place  of  one's  birthday. 

13.  S3cl)Ütc.     Supply  ©Ott. 
15.   O^m  =  O^cim. 

26.  Sie,  she.     Capitaiized  because  treated  as  a  neun. 

6.  —  I .    Q^oii  2«j6,  thank  God!    ®ott  is  dative. 
6.    XOo\)i  gor,  perhaps  even. 

9.  @d   .   .   .  gut,  /  am  satisfted. 

9,  IG.  Wenn  .  .  .  fommt,  (f  you  do  not  guess  him  (i.e.  his 
natne)  of  your  oivn  accord. 

11.  oerc^ren  =  fc^enfen. 

13,  14.  ttJenn  .  .  .  fd^ieöt,  ivhen  she  shoves  herseif  (i.e.  ambles) 
past  the  house. 

27.  cinmot,  once  upon  a  time. 

27.    gcloffen,  yielded.     Sie  refers  to  her  hand. 

6.  —  I.  Slbcr  öffnen,  to  bleed.  To  open  a  vein  at  the  wrist 
and  let  out  blood  was  a  very  populär  remedy  up  to  comparatively 
modern  times. 

2.  'Sl\m\xt\\\6),  tobe  sure! 

3.  S(^ne^)pcr.     Instrument  used  in  bleeding. 

6.  mir  .  .  .  hJUnbcrlici^,  7  feit  so  stränge  (subject  e6  under- 
stood). 
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SCENE  3 

II.    $at(^en,  dear  godchild. 

17.  'ba,^  .  .  .  geft^icft.     Z'\(i}\6f\dm,  to  befitting. 

7. — 3.    ©r.     Note  that  the  third  person  singular  is  here  used 
for  polite  address.     When  so  used,  it  is  often  written  with  a  capital. 

8.  'H\6)t  to&i,   not  at  all!     Knippeldollinger    prefers   to    con- 
sider  Theobald's  bitter  ridicule  of  him  as  a  joke. 

9.  h)a^  =  etmaö. 

1 1 .  taugt  jum,  is  just  the  person  for. 

12.  13.    gc^'    .   .   .  a\xi,  is  there  nothing  for  me  to-day? 

13.  *l?atfrf|d)cn  =  ^änbd)en. 

14.  Slattcrn,  smallpox  (very  common  in  the  Middle  Ages). 

15.  ^att  .  .  .  öor,  reproach.  He  probably,  from  cowardice, 
refused  to  approach  her  when  she  was  ill  with  smallpox. 

16.  SDlufjntc,  aunt.  It  often  designates  some  more  distant 
female  relationship. 

20.  (fi,  ivhyf  Expresses  Knippeldollinger's  surprise  at  the 
implication  that  she  may  not  wish  to  go. 

20.  c^,  that  sort  of  thing. 

21.  JRittcr  .  .   .  fc^on,  even  knights,  etc.,  are  rare. 

22.  nun  gar,  how  much  more. 

22.  ber  Joufcnb,  Heavens! 

23,  24.  ©(^arfric^tcr  .  .  .  tJrctfncc^tcn,  exccutioner  and  his  ser- 
vants.  The  occupation  of  executioner  was  considered  dishon- 
orable,  and  all  who  were  concerned  in  it  were  compelled  to 
absent  themselves  from  public  feasts. 

SCENE  4 
8.  —  2.   hodf,  I  hope,  I  suppose. 

SCENE  s 

20.  QJIauö'^.     Supply  ic^. 

21,  22.  hJcnn  .  .  ,  biQCQnete,  whenever  that  happened  to  me  with 
any  girl. 
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9.  —  I.  haltet  .  .  .  tocg,  that  was  an  easy  way  out  of  it  for 
you,  wasn't  it  ? 

2.  2So^   .   .   .  bcnn?     "Denn  expresses  surprise. 

3,  4.  SBcnn'^  .  .  .  fertig,  if  things  had  come  to  such  a  pass,  it 
would  be  easy  to  settle  with  you.  The  idea  is,  that  if  Agnes  did 
anything  definite  to  be  reproached  for,  she  would  furnish  the 
other  girls  with  a  weapon  against  her.  Her  very  innocence  is 
what  irritates  them. 

7,  8.  glet(^  .  .  .  gafft.  We  must  imagine  Theobald  staring 
admiringly  at  Agnes,  to  jealous  Barbara  an  additional  proof  that 
Agnes  is  the  sole  object  of  admiration  to  all  men. 

13.    ScttJO^rc!     Supply  @ott.     God  forhidl 

13,  14.    nicmanb   .   .   .  nO(^!   No  one  says  anything  Hl  of  you. 

19.    SBic    .   .   .  SJiutc,  how  would  youfeel? 

21,  22.  loenn  .  .  .  foß!  An  impersonal  passive  with  subject 
C6  understood.     Translate:  If  there  is  to  be  any  confessing. 

10.  —  5.  gern,  easily. 
7.   fol)   .  .  .  na(^,  made  eyes  at. 

10.  ftrit^   .  .   .  ^crau^,  praised  .  .  .  to  me. 

11.  CiS   .   .   .  %tXOz\in,  it  just  suited  him. 

21,  22.  ba^inter  fommcn,  find  out  (from  whom  the  bouquet 
came). 

23.   9Ktr  g(ei(^!     Supply  eg  i[t,    It's  all  one  to  me/ 
26.  audf  nur,  even. 

11.  —  I,  2.  bic  .  .  .  abjagen,  one  must  win  away  such  a  one 
from  God.     ©Ott  is  dative. 

2.  2)a  .  .  .  fe^en!  one  must  risk  everything  for  that.  These 
last  two  sentences  in  Barbara's  speech  express  what  she  thinks 
the  young  men  feel  at  sight  of  Agnes's  innocent  and  unconscious 
beauty. 

3.  ei^   .   .   .  geben!  it  will  take  care  of  itself. 

9.  50lcin  S3et(^töater!  Here  we  learn  at  last  the  reason  for 
Barbara's  visit. 

10.  auf  @rbfcn  fnieen!  A  common  form  of  penance  in  the 
Middle  Ages. 
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SCENE  6 

18.  möd^t',  would. 

19.  ^ättc   .  .  .  rec^t?  Would  you  say  that  she  is  right? 

SCENE  7 

12.  —  2.    ©ic  .  .   .  f(^on.     Su^-pXy  trumpets. 

2.    (Jro^n^of.     Court  of  Lords,   a  large  Square  in  Augsburg   , 
near  the  Cathedral.     Used  for  tournaments.  ^ 

5.  ^Seftitlierfolbcn.  A  glass  tube  used  in  alchemistic  experi- 
ments. 

10.   @r.     Cf.  p.  7,  1.  3. 

14.  mctnctttjegcn !  I  donH  caret 

15.  9io(f)  .  .  .  gerührt!    Supply  l^aft  bu. 
21.    Jiirfltä  ba!  Nonsense! 

SCENE  8 

13.  —  I,  2.    3*'^   ■   •   •  flcnoffcn!  Fll  act  as  ifl  had  eatenit. 

2,  3.  IBifc^öfltC^e  .  .  .  rct^t,  his  Grace,  the  Bishop,  is  right. 
Note  the  use  of  plural  in  speaking  of  or  to  a  person  of  very 
high  Station. 

4.  ^ipliofrate^.  A  famous  Greek  physician  of  the  fifth  Cen- 
tury B.c. 

5.  \o,  i.e.  unread. 
Note  that  this  little  incident  of  the  Greek  book  reminds  us  that 

the  Revival  of  Classical  Learning  was  Just  dawning  upon  Ger- 
many.  In  other  words,  this  is  the  period  in  which  many  new 
principles  and  new  ideas  began  to  stimulate  and  perplex  the 
minds  of  men. 

SCENE  9 

6.  ©cöattcr.    Familiär  address,  like  "  coz." 
8.   funfclnagcfncuc^,  bran-new. 

12.    ^crrjc,  Heavensl 

15-    3^'   •   •   •  fragen!  you'reforever  asking  questionsl 

23.    mo,6)i  an.      Supply  subject  hai;  an  =  about. 


\ 
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14.  — 10,  II.  J)ainit  .  .  .  hutdi,  you  will  not  escape  me  that 
zi'ay !  The  implication  evidently  is  that  KnippeldoUinger  sus- 
pects  Bernauer  of  sorcery. 

15.  Seftcrf,  case  (of  surgical  Instruments). 

19.    5ufammenrürfen,  crowd  together  (to  make  room  for  him). 
21.   frieg'.    Familiär  for  befomme. 

15.  —  4.   ^0  .  .  .  hJunbcrn!     Sarcastic. 

5.  JRci(^3fnC(fttC.  Soldiers  of  the  Empire  not  under  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  City  of  Augsburg. 

II.  Oibentotfle.  Charcoal  made  of  the  wood  of  the  yew,  a  free 
often  found  in  graveyards. 

13.  hJic  .  .  .  lebte,  jusi  as  he  looked  -u-hen  living.  A  formu- 
lative  expression.  Note  that  in  spite  of  the  dawn  of  classical 
learning,  medieval  superstitions  are  still  rampant,  as  exemplified 
even  in  so  superior  a  person  as  Bernauer, 

18.  SJateiWeibct,  to-ivn-crier. 

SCEXE  10 

19.  im  ^UÖ,  in  holiday  dress. 

21.  ftc  =  bie  ©anb. 

23.  ftorfftöpfcl,  hiirnt  cork. 

24.  Scftönbartlaufett,  a  camival  procession.  Scftönbart  is  a  cor- 
ruption  of  the  Middle  High  German  Sc^cntebart,  a  bearded  mask. 

16.  —  3.    (StjnbifuI,  clty-recorder. 

SCEXE  II 

8.   3(ltcr  .  .  .  nitftt!    A  proverb. 

IG.  Sparren!  heam.  The  phrase  einen  Sparren  \u  oic(  f)aben 
means  to  have  a  beam  too  many,'\\ke  a  house  whose  roof  has  too 
many  beams.  Bernauer  means  that  he  probably  has  some  pet 
folly  himself. 

SCEXE  12 
15.    fo.      Cf.  p.  13,  1.  5. 

22.  ob.     Supi  ly  before  it  um  ',11  öcrfue^en. 
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17.  —  2.  31Iräun(^cn,  dim.  of  2llraune,  mandrake,  a  plant  which 
in  the  Middle  Ages  was  supposed  to  have  the  magic  property  of 
bestowing  insight.  "^ 

SCENE  13 

24.    rd(^^frctC  Stabt,  Free  City.     Cf .  Introduction  p.  xxx. 
24,  25.  ru^möoß  .  .  .  Jumicr.    SSi\\t\)tn,to  stand  atest.  Trans- 
XtXt-  After  Coming  front  the  tourney  covered  wilh  glory. 

iöT — I,  2.  ba^  .  .  .  treibt,  that  you  considered  her  patricians 
worthy  of  yoiir  lance. 

8.  SScr^offc.  Supply  ic^.  The  burghermaster  thus  wishes  to 
introduce  bis  invitation  to  the  ball,  when  Albrecht  in  his  impa- 
tience  Interrupts  him. 

10.  öorauägcfe^t,  provided. 

15.  ©cft^f echter,  patricians,  between  whom  and  the  guilds 
(3ünfte)  there  had  for  some  time  been  a  conflict  for  supremacy, 
which  had  ended  in  the  victory  of  the  guilds.  See  Scene  15  and 
Introduction  p.  xxxi. 

18.  em^jfe^Ic.    Supply  ic^. 

18.  JU  ©nabcn!  to  yourfavor. 

SCENE  14 

24.  ®räfitt  toott  SBürttcmbcrg.  According  to  history  Albrecht 
had  been  betrothed  by  his  father  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Count 
Eberhard  of  Württemberg,  and  it  had  been  agreed  that  the 
party  which  broke  the  betrothal  contract  without  cause  should 
pay  a  fine.     Hebbel  makes  it  25,000  florins.     Cf.  p.  20,  1.  8. 

19.  —  3.  (Bö^^ingen.  A  city  in  Württemberg,  which,  accord- 
ing to  Hebbel,  was  given  as  pledge. 

15,  16.  ftc^t  .  .  .  ^M,  for  some  time  I  have  had  a  favor  Coming 
to  mefrom  my  father. 

17.    bfl^   .   .   .  möQC,  that  he  should  treat  the  tnatf er. 
22.    Sufjug,  costume. 
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20.  —  10.   baä,  i.e.  such  infatuation. 
12.    SlltOorbcrn,  ancestors. 

18.  cinmol,  some  time  in  thefuture. 

19,  20.  un^  .  .  .  Wehren,  to  defend  ourselves  against  htm  (i.e. 
in  case  of  a  similar  predicament  on  their  part^. 

21.  —  2.  ftuöcn,  clip. 

2.  Söunbcr,  miracle  (i.e.  of  beauty). 

4.    Xopp!  agreedl     From  the   French  je  töpe,  an  expression 
used  at  dice-playing. 

SCENE  15 

6,8.  (^cftlit^  .  .  .  empfangen).  The  fact  that  the  Banners  of 
the  guilds  and  the  coats-of-arms  of  the  patrician  families  are 
used  together  as  decorations,  and  especialiy  that  the  heads  of 
the  guilds  receive,  is  significant  of  the  rise  of  the  middle  class  into 
power  and  social  recognition.  See  Introduction  pp.  xxxf. 
II,  14.    läuft   .   .   .  burc^einanbcr,  are  mixed  pell-mell. 

11.  aße^,  all  classes. 

12.  Sat^arincn=2l6cnb,  Eve  of  St.  Catherine.  On  St.  Cathe- 
rine's  Eve  1386,  as  the  result  of  a  revolution,  the  guilds  destroyed 
the  patrician  regime  in  Augsburg,  and  attained  political  suprem- 
acy.  Henceforth,  the  city  Council  was  composed  of  twenty-nine 
members  of  guilds  and  fifteen  patricians. 

22.  mac^t  bte  G^ljre,  does  the  honors. 
24.    Stierfopf,  bullhead. 

24.  JBruftfaften,  ehest. 

22.  —  I.  firaöfu^,  scrape.  The  patrician  sneers  at  the  vulgär 
manners  of  the  plebeian,  who  clumsily  scrapes  his  foot  while 
bowing. 

3.  ta^  .  .  .  gettJöfincn!  =  baran  fodte  man  fic^  gcn)öf)nen! 
8.    bte  5!)lajcftöt,  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor. 

8.  ^U^ftÖrief,  charter  for  the  guilds. 

9.  !3^rcm,    his.     It    is   feminine   and   capitalized    because    it 
refers  to  bte  3!JJaie[tät. 
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12.  oufnc^men  laffen.  The  guilds  demanded  that  the  patri- 
cians  give  up  their  titles  and  have  themselves  enrolled  in  the 
guilds. 

SCENE  16 

17.  9id(^.  Any  part  of  Germany  outside  of  the  Free  Cities 
was  "  the  Empire." 

21.  ^rufu^.  Drusus  and  Tiberius  as  Roman  generals  con- 
quered  parts  of  Southern  Germany  for  the  Roman  Empire  during 
the  early  years  of  the  Christian  era. 

This  little  scene  is  introduced  as  a  bit  of  ball-room  conversa- 
tion,  by  way  of  adding  another  touch  of  local  and  medieval  color. 

SCEXE    17 

23.  — 12.   ftri(^,  strolled. 

24.  ^ti^n^p^x&^i,  fealty. 

24.  —  5.  rc(^t  .  .  .  aufäU^ängen,  just  {the  thing)  to  hang  yourself 
by  (i.e.  so  erect). 

IG.  SJlecrc^Icut^tctt,  the  phosphorescence  of  the  sea.  Note  how 
skilfuUy  Hebbel  introduces  a  description  of  Agnes's  beauty. 

15,  16.  beut  .  .  .  mögt!  -ichich  you  must  pardon  in  view  0/  the 
gaiety  of  this  occasion. 

SCEXE  18 

25. —  10,11.    crtcift   .   .   .  Xant,  give  the  prize. 
17.    J^au^»ftürftcn,  artides. 

20,  21.    mac^t  .  .  .  $ro&e!     Note  Agnes's  ready  wit  and  ability 
to  defend  herseif,  as  shown  in  this  her  first  speech  with  Albrecht. 
23.    IBoQmac^t,  authority. 

26.  —  3.    bO(^?  after  all  (i.e.  in  spite  of  my  pleading). 
6.    Gurc^glcit^en,  your  equals  (in  rank). 

14.    ÖJalt,  was  nieant. 

27.  SSo   .   .   .  ^in!   What  are  you  thinking  of! 

28.  fc^on,  you  may  he  sure. 


I40  NOTES 

27.  —  5.    ^räutetn,  a  young  lady  of  the  patrician  class. 
6.    S3afc,  Cousin. 
9.   aufführen,  present. 

27.  Scflt'^    .   .   .  au^,  'Interpret. 

28.  toenn   .  .   .  I^ätt.     Symbolic  for  concealing  emotion. 

28.  —  4.  S3Iut  bcfprac^.  Slut  befprec^en  is  to  cause  the  blood  of  a 
wound  to  stop  flowing  by  means  of  a  magic  spell.  This  evidently 
is  a  part  of  a  conversation  on  sorcery  that  has  been  carried  on 
between  Nothhafft  and  Knippeldollinger.  Albrecht's  friends  have 
been  distracting  the  attention  of  Caspar  and  Knippeldollinger 
while  Albrecht  has  been  making  love  to  Agnes. 

15.    Sötttel^bod^.     The  family  name  of  the  rulers  of  Bavaria. 

19.  ntt^t  ctnmol,  not  even. 

20.  gcftäupt   .   .   .  Werben,  being  whipped  at  the  pillory. 

23.  JU  ben  Une^rüt^ett,  among  the  dishonorable  people.  Some 
professions  (as,  for  instance,  that  of  the  executioner,  cf.  p.  7,  23ff, 
and  note),  were  accounted  dishonorable  in  the  Middle  Ages. 

27.  ini^  .  .  .  gerufen,  begatten. 

27.  nod^,  even.  That  is  one  whose  Station  is  much  more  lowly 
even  than  Caspar's. 

29. —  2.   Stßcä,  everybody. 

15.    '!^te   .   .  .  um!   Otherwise  this  girl  willfaint. 

24.  benn  aud),  indeed. 

25.  auf  einmof,  lit.  at  once.     Translate:  All  on  one  day. 

SUMMARY 

The  first  twelve  scenes  of  Act  i,  which  are  laid  in  the  home  of 
Agnes  and  make  us  acquainted  with  het  background  and  asso- 
ciates,  strike  the  key-note  of  her  tragedy.  Her  irresistable 
beauty  brings  upon  her  the  unwelcome  attention  of  all  the  men 
and  the  consequent  hatred  of  her  girl  friends,  so  that,  in  spite  of 
her  purity  and  guilelessness,  she  is  a  cause  of  strife  and  unhappi- 
ness.  In  the  remaining  scenes  is  presented  Albrecht's  headlong 
passion  for  Agnes. 

Throughout  the  act,  Hebbel  is  careful  to  remind  us  that  the 
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time  is  a  period  of  transition,  both  in  intellectual  and  in  social 
life.  Though  medieval  superstition  —  such  as  the  belief  in 
supernatural  powers,  in  magic  arts,  in  alchemy,  etc.  —  still  pre- 
vails  unchallenged,  we  are  made  aware,  by  the  bishop's  Greek 
book,  that  this  is  the  dawn  of  the  Revival  of  Learning  with  all 
that  that  implies.  Socially  —  and  on  this  Hebbel  lays  far  more 
stress  —  the  most  subversive  principles  have  recently  been  carried 
with  dazzling  success  in  the  Free  City  of  Augsburg.  An  age  so 
constituted  would  be  most  favorable  soil  for  encouraging  head- 
strong  Albrecht  in  the  fallacious  belief  that  he  could  with  impu- 
nity  override  the  prejudices  of  his  class,  and  by  his  example 
establish  a  new  precedent.  Yet  even  here,  in  this  republic,  the 
old  prejudices  have  by  no  means  died  out.  The  patricians,  like 
the  Sürgeratcifter,  chafe  under  the  new  regime. 

ACT  II  — SCEXE  I 

30.  —  3.   2inxe,  succession. 
3,  4.   jttJci  3ugcn,  i.e.  one  individual.     Xote  the  picturesqueness 
of  phrase,  which  is  found  also  in  the  expression  unter  öier  Slugen, 
tete-ä-tete. 

5.    Xa^    .   .   .  nit^t,  not  qiiite  that. 
5.    ^crjog  SSilöelm.     Duke  Ernst's  brbther. 
13.   SBO0   .   .   .  'üann.'u.hatthen? 

13.  bret  Jeile.  Bavaria,  now  unified,  at  that  time  was  divided 
into  Bavaria-Munich,  Bavaria-Ingolstadt,  and  Bavaria-Landshut, 
each  with  a  separate  ruler  hostile  to  the  other  two.  In  fact,  a  war 
of  many  years  between  Ernst  and  his  relatives  had  only  just 
been  ended,  during  which.  at  the  Battle  of  Alling  (see  p.  32, 
1.  23)  young  Albrecht  had  wen  his  spurs. 

18.  ÖCrgitbtC  *^fanbbricfe,  deeds  yelloiv  -with  age. 

19.  Bcrmobcrtc  SScrträgc,  moldering  treaties. 

31. — 3.  toelf(^ci,  Italian.  üBelfc^  is  connected  with  English 
"  Wales  "  and  "  Cornwall."  It  was  originally  applied  by  the  Ger- 
mans  to  the  Kelts,  then  by  a  shifting  of  meaning  to  the  Romance 
races,  and  now  (as  here)  almost  exclusiveiy  to  the  Italians. 
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5.  WlüttCT.  His  mother  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Duke 
Barnabas  Visconti  of  Milan. 

12,  13.  ber  .  .  .  ttfitt,  ivho  wants  to  put  out  a  conflagration  by 
magic  spells.    Cf.  Slutbefprec^cn,  p.  28,  1.  4.  . 

13.  '^aä   .  .   .  ein!  /  don't  dream  of  such  a  thingl 

17.  OUd^,  indeed. 

18.  So^t   .   .  .  ma(i|Cn!  just  let  me  manage  itl 

21.  @tJ>om,  son-in-law. 

22.  f(^aute  .  .  .  brein.    J)rcinfcf)auen,  to  look. 

23.  24.    lif   .  .  .  ®td(^e!  ril  arrange  everything. 
27,  28.    tnä   .  .  .  reben!  appeal  to  his  conscience. 

32.  —  2,  3.  iocnn  .  .  .  hJcrbcn!  i.e.  by  Albrecht's  father  who  may 
call  Albrecht's  friends  to  account  for  not  preventing  him  from 
committing  this  folly. 

3.    ^ofouitc   .   .   .  &cn(iitä,  the  trumpet  o/the  Day  o/Judgment. 

6.  faulen  SSenjet.  Albrecht's  Uncle  Wenzel,  King  of  Bohe- 
mia  and  Emperor  of  Germany,  was  deposed  in  1400  because  of 
his  incompetence.  At  his  pleasure-loving  court,  Albrecht  had 
spent  several  years. 

SCENE  2 

II.    beftcttcn,  order. 

15.  ^0,  i.e.  on  the  eve  of  battle. 

16.  obgleich  .  .  .  t^abt.  Nothhafft  deems  it  advisable  at  this 
juncture  to  remind  Albrecht  how  much  he  owes  to  his  father. 
At  the  Battle  of  Alling,  1422  (cf.  p.  30,  1.  13,  note)  Duke  Ernst 
rescued  his  impetuous  son  from  the  press  of  the  enemy. 

la.    loenn'ä   .   .   .  hlirb,  wken  things  grow  too  bad. 
20.   ^OÜ),  even. 

33.  —  9,  II.  !J)te^  .  .  .  \)(it,  i.e.  he  would  now  be  willing  to 
close  his  eyes  in  death  because  he  has  seen  Agnes. 

11.  gebro^en,  glazed  in  death. 

12.  e^,  i.e.  2luge. 

12.    i^n,  i.e.  Duke  Ernst. 

12.  ein  S^Jtegel,  i.e.  mie  ein  Spiegel. 

16.    hJcnn   .   .   .  to'xx'b,  if  ever  youfeel.     Insert  JU  SD^utC. 
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16,  18.    ol^  .  .  .   JtJOlItcn.     He  means  that   his  desire  to  seize 
upon  life  has  been  vastly  increased  by  his  love. 

21,  22.    hod)   .  .  .  2u)t,  yes,  ü  musi  be  joy,  surely  joy! 

22.  Söoüuft  is  here  used  in  its  original  sense  of  IDO^I  +  Suj't, 
i.e.  Miss. 

22.  bunfle,  mysterious.     Supply  i^t  before  bieö. 

23.  i^r'^.     '«  refers  to  ba^  bunfle  ÜBort. 

25.    nac^fc^afft,    repeat.     Note    Albrecht's    ecstatic    method    of 
expression   under   the   influenae   of  overpowering    love.     Hebbel     v 
thus  makes  us  aware  of  Albrecht's  exuberant  vitality  and  lack  of 
balance. 


34 


2.    <3teIIt   .   .  .  ÖOr,  call  up  to  your  mini. 


6.  in  .   .  .  üurürfjagen,  choke  (il)  back  into  one's  throai. 

7.  i^n,  i.e.  Duke  Ernst. 

7.  ^onigbirncn,  sii.'eet  pears,  i.e./avors. 

8.  Btodprüqtl,  a  beating. 

8.    anfpric^t!  petitions.     Note  how  effective  is  this  juxtaposi- 
tion  of  the  severe  father  and  the  impetuous  son.     So  overwhelm-    v 
ing   is   Ernst's   personality,   that   petitioners   who   displease   him 
falter  and  blench  before  him. 

20.   SOiufter,  ideal. 

25.    bcftcigcn!     If  Albrecht's   mother  had  not  been  of  proper 
rank,  he  would  not  have  been  the  legitimate  heir  to  the  throne. 

27.  ®pru(^,  jiidgment. 

28.  foü,  am  supposed, 

35.  —  4,5.    üon   .  .   .  i)tx,  as  an  inheritance front  my  mother. 
g.    Sfltiaren,  Bavarians. 

10.  bcreinft,  some  time  in  the  future. 

IG.  nat^  UröätcrhJCifc,  according  to  the  custom  of  our  ancestors, 

11.  fo,  i.e.  in  the  spirit  in  which  Albrecht  is  speaking. 

12.  Ic^tc,  humblest. 

13.  Senfe  .  .  .  f(^(ägt,  i.e.  the  peasantry  will  fight  the  knights. 

13.  ba^,  i.e.  fo  haii. 

14,  15.    grc^e   .   .    .  ^at^en.     Charlemagne,  founder  of  the  Ger- 
man  Empire,  died  in  814  and  is  buried  in  .\i.x-la  Chapelle. 
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SCENE  3 

36.  —  7.  ÄronättJtnbeitigjett,  Hme  to  wreathe  the  house  with  leaves 
and  flowers  in  preparation  for  the  wedding. 

10.  ^ür  .  .  .  fielen!  Of  him  I  am  stire/  gür  iemanben  fte= 
^en,  or  cinftef)en  means  to  stand  as  security  for  somebody.  3f)n  is 
capitalized  for  emphasis. 

12.  fcnn'^.     '^  Stands  for  the  State  of  mind  of  one  in  love. 

20.  X^CObalb?  Note  that  not  until  now  does  Agnes  get  the 
import  of  her  father's  remarks. 

2$..  9tct(^5!fne(^te,  whose  presence  made  the  city  insecure  after 
dark.     See  p.  15,  I.  5. 

24.  nodf   =  nod)  einmal,  again,  i.e.  after  dark. 

25,  26.  Siie  .  .  .  Iflffcn,  he  never  let  anybody  notice  it.  Sic^ 
is  dative,  not  to  be  translated. 

28.    3ft   .   .   .  einer?  Isn't  that  a  fine /ellow  ? 

37.  —  5.    ia  bottf,  anyway. 

5.    J^inberlo^n,  i.e.  for  finding  the  chain. 
5.    ((^ulbig!  indebted. 

13.  roter  Grbe,  i.e.  the  red  earth  of  Westphalia,  a  district  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Germany.  Here  was  first  instituted  the 
famous  secret  tribunal  known  as  bie  33ef)Tne,  which  in  the  iaw- 
less  times  of  the  robber-barons  promptly  and  severely  executed 
justice  even  on  those  who  were  apt  to  escape  the  arm  of  the  law. 
It  spread  in  the  course  of  time  from  Westphalia  over  all  Ger- 
many. Caspar,  therefore,  means  to  say  that  the  Westphalian 
form  of  justice  is  practised  even  in  Augsburg,  though  that  city 
is  not  situated  in  Westphalia.  Hence  Agnes  need  fear  no  vio- 
lence    (öemaUtat)    from   the   Duke. 

SCENE  4 

38. — 3,  4.    barf  .  .  .  einmal,  have  not  even  the  right. 

4.  ja  gar  nit^t,  not  possibly. 

5.  bcf (Rieben,  destined. 
8.    fo,  any-way. 
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8.    öiele,  i.e.  customers.     An  excuse  for  absenting  himself  in 
business-hours. 

10.   antreten,  to  cede. 

14.    ficffcrc  öruft,  i.e.  the  heart  of  a  less  humble  person. 


SCEXE 


.  y 


18.   fann.     Supply  ^anbeln. 

18.    gegen   .  .  .  ^ttmt\  in  Opposition  to  hisfate, 

39.  —  2.   er,  i.e.  Albrecht. 

SCENE  6 

14,  15.  J^chlrit^^  .  .  .  (Jft^cnbat^.  Xames  with  which  populär 
imagination  has  long  associated  much  of  the  love-poetry  of 
medieval  Germany.  Research  has  now  established  that  Ofter- 
dingen  was  a  purely  legendary  person,  and  Wulfram's  (Wolfram) 
chief  work  is  the  great  epic  "ißarjiöal  written  about  1200  A.D. 

17.    ©ia  ^opeta.     The  first  words  of  a  populär  German  lullably. 

21.  Äaifer  SBenäcI^  S8abemäb(^en.  (Cf.  p.32, 1.  6,  note.)  Legend 
teils  that  in  1304  Emperor  Wenzel  was  freed  from  the  prison, 
where  his  turbulent  nobles  had  immured  him,  by  a  servant-maid 
called  Susannah  whom  he  afterward  endowed  richly,  and  who 
was  burned  as  a  witch. 

40.  —  9.  ÖJcigcn.  Bohemia  is  noted  to  this  day  for  its  excel- 
lent  violinists. 

20.    fc^on,  you  may  be  sure. 

SCENE  7 

41.  —  6.    gerabe  fo,  in  just  the  same  mood. 

11.  cittig  ttJerbcn,  come  to  an  agreement. 

12.  Sd)tticrt.  The  sword,  the  helmet,  and  the  coat-of-arms 
are  the  Symbols  of  knighthood.  Törring  thus  wishes  to  impress 
upon  Caspar  the  absurd  incongruity  between  these  noble  Symbols 
and  Caspar's  humble  implemencs  of  trade. 
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15.  toa^   .   .   .  ttJolItc!  as  I  was  about  to  remark. 

18,  19.  SSor  .  .  .  Untcrf(^ieb,  i.e.  the  lover's  love  and  the  hus- 
band's  love  must  be  different. 

22.  ^o^fltni^fcucr.  Fires  are  kindled  on  St.  John's  Eve, 
June  24th,  to  ward  oflF  evil  spirits,  a  custom  dating  from  pagan 
times. 

25.  C^  ginSC«  it  li'ould  do,  i.e.  the  barber's  basin  could  be  used 
as  a  helmet  for  Caspar's  head. 

25.  @r  ma(fft,  he  acts. 

42.  —  2.  gor  »erben,  roast. 

4.  5.  ^xd  .  .  .  Ztad,  mimicking  the  noise  the  Instrument  makes. 

5.  fü^rt,  carry. 

12,  13.  9tauf(^  .  .  .  9Bctnrouf(^!  a/orm  0/  inioxication,  perhaps 
even  caused  by  too  miich  wine. 

13.  Xoa^  .  .  .  xi^'^i  what  do  I  know  of  it?  '8  =  i%  and  is  an 
old  genitive. 

20.  geabelt!  ennobled. 

SCENE  8 

25.  SJlerF  .  .  .  Jlinb!  Notice  that  Caspar  with  quiet  shrewd- 
ness,  not  unmixed  with  grim  humor  (cf.  p.  43,  11.  23ff.),  has  been 
luring  Törring  to  proceed,  in  order  to  eure  Agnes  of  her  love  by 
letting  her  witness  the  baseness  of  Törring's,  and,  as  he  thinks, 
Albrecht's  schemes. 

43. —  I.    fpret^t   .   .   .  rteiter!     Note  that  even  Törring  hesitates 
to  speak  of  such  plans  in  the  presence  of  Agnes's  purity. 
4.    SSlWüoi^l  Oh,  noi 

6.  unüerfcftämt!  presumptuous. 

16.  h)ie  mir  ift.     Insert  ju  99?ut. 

19.  fonft,  otherwise.  That  is,  if  the  Duke  had  meant  marriage 
and  thus  removed  her  to  a  different  sphere  of  life. 

21.  5Rct(^^6ürger.  Note  the  great  self-assurance  and  fearless 
self-respect  of  this  burgher  of  a  Free  City. 

22.  St^ornftettt.  That  is,  his  "  sword  "  is  a  cudgel  which  was 
kept  in  the  chimney  corner. 
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44.  —  I,  2.  ^cn  .  .  .  Dorau^,  you  have  the  advaniage  of  me  in 
having  the  keimet  tvith  the  gay  plume.  As  a  knight,  Törring  was 
privileged  to  wear  the  steel  helmet  adorned  with  a  feather, 
vvhereas  the  burgher  wore  a  piain  casque.      (3turinf)aube  1.  5.) 

6.  Säge  äU  machen,  to  dem  the  edge  of  a  good  blade  tili  it  looked 
like  a  saw. 

7.  fi(^  .  .  .  öcrfut^te,  tried  its  strength  an  it  (i.e.  on  the 
casque). 

8.  f)tc  unb  bo  =  \)\tc  unb  'ba.. 

9.  öurgtoren.  The  33e^me  (see  p.  37,  1.  13,  note)  would 
summon  the  accused  person  by  placing  its  insignia  (rope  and 
dagger  in  a  red  field)  during  the  night  on  the  offender's  door,  or, 
if  he  was  a  nobleman,  on  the  gate  of  his  castle. 

9.  einige  .  .  .  5*'"'^'^'  i-^-  relatives  of  Caspar  were  members 
of  this  powerful  tribunal. 

SCENE  9 

45.  — 17.    ^röulein,  a  nobleman' s  daughter. 
18.    GJIieb,  degree  of  relationship. 

25.  ^robe,  lest. 

25.    cinmat,  sometime. 

4ß.  —  28.    !Jtt^   .   .   .  0)1,  it's  for  her  toforgive. 

47.  —  I.    i^oiqt  mir!  i.e.  to  fight  a  duel  with  him. 
9,  IG.    bic   .   .   .  gelegt.     This  is  Albrecht's  picturesque  fashion 
of  saying   that  she   is   worthy  of   being  an   emperor's   daughter. 
The  exchange  of  children  is  a  favorite  theme  of  legendry. 

14.  crft,  not  until. 

15.  ^aft  .  .  .  bcfonnctl!  lit.  remembered  yourself.  Translate: 
Thought  of  yoiir  origin. 

20,  21.  C^'  .  .  .  eittfößt!  before  that  (i.e.  her  humble  Station) 
occurs  to  you  again. 

27.    bd^   .  .  .  nichts! !  that  would  make  no  difference. 

48. —  I,  2.  bojU  .  .  .  SDiut!  but  no  courage  gives  me  the  right 
to  this.     That  is,  it  is  not  a  question  of  courage.     For,  if  danger 
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to  herseif  were  involved,  she  would  not  hesitate.  But  the  great 
difference  in  Station  makes  her  fear  (as  her  next  words  show) 
that  her  marriage  would  bring  about  discord  between  Albrecht 
and  his  father  and  between  Albrecht  and  his  people. 

3.    rjon  ■oom,  front  the  beginning,  i.e.  establish  a  new  precedent. 
24.    ''iladf   .   .   .  greifen,    put    my   hand   to    my   own   throat    (i.e. 
strängte  myself),  instead  of  grasping  the  sword. 

49.-2.  aöürttcmacrgcrin,  i.e.  the  princess  to  whom  he  was 
betrothed.     Cf.  p.  18,  1.  24,  note. 

3,  4.  ttJürbe  .  .  .  umfoücn.  .A.gain  a  picturesque  and  exagger- 
ated  Statement. 

SCENE  IG 

16.    Sd^Iog  ,5ct|n,  on  the  stroke  of  ten. 

18.  Xottn'bkn\t\  funeral  rites  at  which  the  participants  were 
wrapt  in  cowls. 

50.  —  I .    Scibgebtttfl,  jointiire. 

2.    unbefc^cn^,  witkout  examining. 

5.  auf  .  .  .  ^in,  at  any  risk,  i.e.  at  the  risk  of  not  finding  it 
satisfactory. 

9.  Sottte  .  .  .  nachbrennen?  shoidd  it  (i.e.  the  wound  caused 
by  the  insult)  tiot  continue  to  burn  ? 

14.  fie,  them,  i.e.  stars  (meteors  which  have  fallen  upon  the 
earth). 

15.  hafür,  instead  of  that. 

23.  fonft,  otherwise,  i.e.  if  Caspar  does  not  bless  him,  there  will 
be  no  father's  blessing  for  him. 


SUMMARY  OF  ACT  II 

As  the  initial  scenes  of  the  first  act  introduced  us  to  the  charac- 
ter  of  Agnes,  so  those  of  the  second  act  make  us  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  Springs  of  Albrecht's  being.  Through  his 
friends'  conversation  we  learn  of  his  Italian  descent  and  of  his 


NOTES  I 49 

bringing  up  at  the  gay  Bohemian  court.  Everywhere  his  own 
words  reflect  an  impetuous  and  poetical  nature. 

We  learn  furthermore  to  appreciate  to  the  füll  the  splendid 
human  qualities  of  Agnes  and  her  father.  We  are  made  to  feel 
that  in  choosing  his  bride  Albrecht  has  committed  no  error  of 
judgment.  She  is  his  fitting  mate.  His  only  error  lies  in  under- 
valuing  the  force  of  social  Convention. 

The  action  now  takes  a  stride  forward,  bringing  us  to  the  point 
of  the  marriage.  Törring's  proposal  that  Agnes  should  become 
Albrecht's  mistress  precipitates  the  catastrophe  he  seeks  to 
hinder.  For  the  rebound  of  Agnes's  mind  on  discovering  that 
she  has  wronged  Albrecht  in  thinking  him  capable  of  being 
partner  to  so  base  a  plot,  sweeps  away  all  natural  hesitation  and 
creates  an  excellent  climax  after  the  suspense  caused  by  the 
misunderstanding. 

ACT  III  — SCEXE  I 

51.  —  I.   ßabinctt  =  5Irbeit^jimmer. 
3.    Ittffcn,  to  let  alone,  i.e.  comparing  the  two  maps. 

7.  no(^,  at  least. 

8.  3^*t.  Ernst's  ancestor,  Louis  the  Bavarian,  Emperor  of 
Germany  (13 14-1347),  had,  through  skilful  management,  enorm- 
ously  increased  the  Bavarian  territory.  Louis's  descendants, 
however,  by  incompetence  had  lost  many  of  these  po.ssessions, 
and  even  allowed  Bavaria  itself  to  be  subdivided.  The  aim  of 
Ernst's  life  was,  in  measure  at  least,  to  redeem  their  mistakes. 

8.  nO(^,  still. 

Q.  XlTOl.  A  district  directly  south  of  Bavaria,  now  a  province 
of  the  Austrian  Empire. 

9.  SÖronbenburg.  A  district  in  the  north  of  Germany,  now  a 
province  of  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia. 

10.  toa^  .   .  .  fonft,  and  Heaven  knon'S  what  eise. 

10.  ja,  even. 

13.  9icin.     An  e.xclamation  like  "  Heavensl  " 

14.  jüngften  Jag,  Day  uf  Judgment. 

16.  9iuboIpf)  Bon  .Öab^burg.  The  founder  of  the  .austrian 
dynasty,  rose  from  being  a  simple  nobleman  to  becoming  Emperor 
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of  Germany  (1273-1291).  He  is  the  hero  of  Schiller's  ballad  ^er 
®raf  üon  §ab^burg,  and  plays  an  important  part  in  Grillparzer's 
tragedy  Äönig  Cttofar«  ©lücf  unb  Snbe. 

19.  i^r.    Supply  Rottet. 

62.  —  5.  fturfürftcnmantct.  The  rulers  of  Bavaria  had,  because 
of  their  power,  belonged  to  that  small  group  of  princes  who  elec- 
ted  the  Emperor.  This  dignity  they  lost  when  the  country  was 
sub-divided. 

5.  jufammenl^nnge,  i.e.  unite  sufficient  territory  under  his 
crown,  once  more  to  have  the  privilege  of  wearing  the  Electoral 
cloak. 

8.  Q)iftmif(i^e(.  Legend  had  it  that  Louis  was  poisoned  at 
a  banquet. 

SCENE  4 

53.  —  I.  93ogen.  A  sheet  of  paper  on  which  is  sketched  the 
design  destined  for  the  decoration  of  the  memorial  chapel. 

2.  frauä,  conjused. 

3,  bringft  .  .   .  ^crauä?  can  you  make  out? 

6.  Xwi  nic^t^,  that's  no  matter.     Supply  baÄ. 

6.  bu  .  .  .  boju,  you,  too,  have  a  part  in  this.  Ernst,  in  true 
patriarchal  fashion,  feels  that  this  memorial  of  the  dead  Duchess 
concerns  even  the  humblest  of  his  household. 

9.  angab,  suggested. 

13.  unten  id^.  In  medieval  votive  pictures  and  reliefs  we  often 
find  the  portrait  of  the  donor  and  his  family  in  the  lower  corner. 

15.  bcbanf   .   .  .  bafür,  /  refuse  it  with  thanks. 

16.  ÜBau^Ütte,  the  guild  of  masons  and  stonecutters.  This  guild 
in  Cologne  was  very  famous,  as  the  members  at  the  time  were 
working  at  the  Cathedra!  there. 

SCENE  s 

20.  ftiÖC,  modest. 

54.  —  i.    ba^.     Contemptuous  for  people  0/ that  kind. 
I.   ^dfattoen^elnfßatter/ulsomeiy. 
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2  •    tnatt,  a  prince  like  myself. 
These  scenes   reveal   a   man   who,   though   ambitious   for   his 
country,  is  simple  and  unpretentious.     Whatever  Opposition  he 
might  place  in  the  path  of  a  marriage  like  Albrecht's  would  not 
arise  from  mere  aristocratic  arrogance. 


SCENE  6 

8.  aSi^t  5^r  Wa^?  77/  teil  youl 

10.  ^cieraöcttb  madjcn,  to  cease  working. 

11,  12.    ^attc   .  .   .  öor,  intended  doing. 

55. — 2,  3.   foÖen'^  .  .  .  treiben,  should  so  act. 
2.  @to.  =  Suer. 

4.  i^n  .  .  .  vorbeigehen,  neglect  kim.  A  more  usual  con- 
struction  would  be  ii)n  üfaergcl)en.  Note  Ernst's  delicacy  towards 
his  weaker  brother. 

6.  ^n   .   .   .  Sur^ut^,  in  the  matter  0/  the  contested  electorate. 

9.  bo^^ielten  8)}ru(^.  Emperor  Rudolph  (cf.  p.  51.  1.  16) 
had  in  1275  adjudged  the  electorate  to  Bavaria,  and  later  to 
Bohemia,  thus  causing  great  confusion. 

17.  Söürtteiitberger.  The  father  of  that  Princess  Anna  to 
whom  Albrecht  had  been  betrothed,  and  who  ran  away.  Cf. 
p.  18,  1.  24. 

18.  »Oiebcr  bcfttU^gebcn,  spend  again. 

19.  on  SBirfcnreifem,  hirck-switches. 

27.  tier|»fänbctcn  (Stäbte.  In  the  Middle  Ages  it  was  custo- 
mary  for  princes  to  mortgage  towns,  by  way  of  collateral  for 
money  borrowed. 

28f.  Vaa  .  .  .  hJtrb,  who  would  be  most  likely  to  make  good 
terms. 

56.-4.    ?5I«f,  place. 

5,  6.  too  .  .  .  gUtte.  In  a  mortgaged  town,  the  prince  nat- 
urally  had  lost  his  Jurisdiction. 

7.  2e(^.  An  important  tributary  to  the  Danube,  and  con- 
sequently  a  valuable  high-road  of  commerce  for  Bavaria-Munich. 
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As  Augsburg  is  situated  on  the  Lech,  and  at  that  time  was  not 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Ernst,  it  could  close  the  river  against 
the  ships  of  Ernst's  subjects. 

IG.   2lnno  9lcunäC^n,  in  the  year  141g. 

10.  S3tf(ftofl)änbeIn!  In  a  quarrel  concerning  the  eiection  of  a 
Bishop  of  Augsburg,  this  city  sided  against  Bavaria  with  the 
Emperor. 

11.  ftauft)crrcn,  merchants  (on  a  large  Scale).  Contrast  Kauf- 
mann. 

14.  auffnöpfett,  unbutton  (colloquial  for  bejahten). 

18.  Icgt'ö    .   .   .  OU^,  puls  a  bad  interpretation  on  thefact. 

25.  foU   .   .   .  ncljmcn!  had  hetter  look  out. 

25.  Göppingen.     Cf.  p.  19,  1.  3. 

26.  t^  .  .  .  on!  /  don't  as  yet  tnind  a  ride  more  or  less  (i.e.  in 
spite  of  his  age). 

27.  untt)irf(^,  cross. 

28.  5taing.     Cf.  p.  32,  1.  16. 

57.  —  6.    31nbC(^!^.     .\  famous  shrine  in  the  mountains  of  south- 
ern  Bavaria,  founded  950,  which  Duke  Ernst  generously  endowed. 
6.    ÖcrttJCnbc,  spend. 
8.    Ci^  .   .   .   geforgt,  care  has  been  taken. 
"     13,  14.    Ke^   .   .   .  anhatten!  sent  a  messenger  to  ask  for  the  Hand 
of  the  Princess  of  Braunschweig  (Anna,  daughter  of  Duke  Erich  of 
Braunschweig). 

18.  2öic  .  .  .  öor?  What  do  you  mean?  {Vii.  How  do  you  appear 
to  me?) 

20.    ücrftc^t   .   .   .  fc(6ft!  is  a  matter  of  course. 

58. —  I.    Sßo()6urg.     Augsburg  is  comparatively  near  Munich, 
Vohburg  much  further  away  on  the  Danube. 
2.    9tci(^^ftabt,  i.e.  .Augsburg. 
6.    9tid|ti^   .   .   .  bo^,  not  a  bit  of  itt 
20.    tnunfelt,  whispers. 
28.  öerfd^rtcbcn,  deeded. 

59.  —  I.    apart,  expressly. 
5.    6r  .   .   .  ^öf)C.      A    Symbol    of   taking    an   oath.     This    is 
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Ernst's  dramatic  fashion  of  asserting  his  assurance  that  his  son 
would  commit  no  such  folly. 

8.    Zipp]<itait,/amily,  tribe. 

8.    Bcrbramcnl  embellish,  i.e.  cloak. 

11.  bcwoörel     Insert  @Ott. 
13.    ^ot,  mud. 

13.  *^Iaörcgen,  shower. 

14.  er  =  .ftot. 

19,  20.    galtet  .  .  .  aufl  linger. 

24.    Utn    .    .   .  banQC,  I  am  not  a/raid /or  her. 

26.    oHc^,  i.e.  all  the  womenfolk. 

26.    bis  ouf,  except. 

26.  ^Cjcntiolf,  witches.  In  the  territory  of  Braunschweig  are 
situated  the  Hartz  Mountains,  the  highest  peak  of  vvhich  is  the 
Stocföberg.  Here  according  to  legend  on  the  Eve  of  May-day, 
the  witches  ride  on  broomsticks  and  perform  diabolical  rites. 
Goethe  uses  this  picturesque  story  in  the  first  part  of  ^•Il'l't- 
Here  this  reference  serves  merely  as  a  bit  of  local  color. 

28f.  foU  .  .  .  ^er00rlcutf)tcn!  is  said  to  shine  greatly  even  (nod)) 
beyond  the  rest.  ■ 

60.  —  I.   f(^nurrige  SIBort,  drall  utterance. 

1.  ja  tvoi^l,  I  suppose. 

2.  "^üxyUnXa^,  Diet  of  Princes. 
4.   tnjotft^c  =  fcftnurrige. 

4.  5.    ^tbt   .   .   .  fam,  conversation  turned. 

5.  SScfen,  manner. 

6.  ungcpufet.  This  is  a  play  on  the  word  pu^en  which  means 
to  dress  up  when  applied  to  women  (cf.  p.  15,  1.  19),  and  when 
applied  to  a  light  (i.e.candle)  to  snuff. 

g.   'ß  .  .  .  aufncbtttcn,  vie  -ivith. 

12.  9tegen^burg,  Ratisbon,  a  city  on  the  Danube. 

13.  benett,  i.e.  the  Duke  of  Braunschweig  and  his  daughter. 
Ernst  feelsjthat  it  is  their  due  to  have  the  announcement  of  the 
engagemeni  made  as  quickly  as  possible,  in  order  that  all  vexa- 
tious  rumore  may  be  crushed. 

15.  IRittcrft^aft,  the  knights  (a  collective  noun). 
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i6.  SBcIf.  The  rulers  of  Brunswick  were  Guelfs,  and  between 
thera  and  the  Witteisbachs  (the  Bavarian  house)  a  long  enmity 
had  obtained. 

19.    SU  ftonbc   .   .   .  hJCrbcn,  he  brougkt  abotU. 

IQ.    StUiäft^rcibungcn,  invitations. 

26.    Sräuterlueib,  an  old  woman  who  eures  by  means  of  simples. 

28.    öcbrcftcn,  illnesses. 

61.  —  5.  am  Gnbe,  possibly. 

6,7.  fc^hJa^C  .  .  .  SWänncr.  Preising,  who  knows  of  Albrecht's 
marriage,  foresees  that  this  weak  boy  may  some  time  ascend  the 
throne  of  Bavaria. 

II.    ^crum^onticrtC,  'ü)as  carrying  on, 

19.  gucfett,  peer. 

20.  lä^t   .   .   .  ju!  permits. 
26.    tx\ixt6)i\  all  the  more. 

SCENE  7 

62.  —  5.  Gin  .  .  .  ^.no^xnäian'bl  a  regulär  watchtower.  (?ug,  from 
verb  lugcn,  to  peer,  to  look.) 

7.    bic  JpOti^fcfigc,  the  departed  one,  i.e.  Albrecht's  mother  (feltg, 
lit.  blessed,  i.e.  in  Heaven;  l^ocfj  is  added  because  of  her  rank). 
15.   Surghjart,  war  den. 

15.  Äcücrmctftcr,  ste-wart. 

16.  tto^  cinmol,  again.  Thus  Agnes  on  the  very  threshold 
of  her  new  home  is  reminded  of  the  universal  suspicion  on  the 
part  of  the  people. 

18.   bajrin,  in  the  room. 

18.  ftifo,  therefore.  Albrecht's  mother  had  decreed  that  her 
son  should  bring  his  young  bride  to  this  room.  To  the  castellan, 
therefore,  Agnes's  presence  in  this  room  is  proof  that  she  is  his 
legitimate  wife. 

22.    '^i)   .  .  .  hodfl  That  was  my  understandingl 

24.   fonft,  usually. 
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SCENE  8 


63.  —  12.    SStC   .   .   .  et l  hou'  urgent  he  {ihe  caste\\a.n)  was! 

13.  Sotiiet  .  .  .  ^a(tc,  however  inclined  I  am  to  he  indulgeni  to 
him. 

21.  Wcfcr,  i.e.  to  Agnes. 

64.  —  8.  ÄOUf,  bargain. 
13.  SRoul^änger,  mope. 
15.    (Sin,  one. 

22.  tten,  i.e.  his  mother,  who  is  acting  as  mediator  between 
God  and  Agnes. 

27.  ©clißfcit,  bliss. 

28.  gefaxt,  prepared. 

65.  — 10.  gcftanbcn,  öfcome. 

II.    tt)ir   .   .   .  un^,  ü  (the  wedding)  was  over. 

21.  mat^'  bot^,  hasten. 

22.  Janncnboum,  Christmas-tree. 

66.  —  4.  ^ßrinäcffm.  Note  that  Agnes  has  not  yet  grown  accus- 
tomed  to  her  Station. 

7,  8.  fi(^  .  .  .  berufe.  A  legal  term  meaning  to  refer  to 
authority.  Translate:  So  that  he  may  not  refer  to  yoiir  action 
(barauf)  (when  he  wishes  to  separate  us) . 

10.   fte,  i.e.  the  pearls  and  her  skin. 

13,  16.  bo^  .  .  .  göffe.  A  trait  of  beauty  attributed  to  Agnes 
in  the  populär  legend. 

17,  18.  not^  ein  ^oor,  i.e.  the  gold  in  the  setting  and  the  gold 
in  her  hair. 

67.  —  3,  4.   nimm'^   .  .  .  gcnou,  don't  he  so  particularl 
5.    iftr,  i.e.  his  mother. 

8.  no(^,  let  me  add. 
13.   toirb.     Supply  bie. 

19.  ©alomo.  Referring  to  EccI.  i:2;"Vanity  of  vanities,  all 
is  vanity." 
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SCENE  9 

68.  —  3,  4.    6et  .  .  .  aufl^üren,  if  I  am  to  end  in  Heaven, 

13.  "ba^xn,  dead  {:)l]oy). 

69.  —  7.  \i)  .  .  .  ftnbcn!  i.e.  I  am  not  hiding. 

SCENE  10 
21.   bißig,  properly. 
23,  24.   öcrftc^'  .  .  .  f(i|Ie(^t,  I  am  a  poor  hand  at. 

70.  —  7.    jum  .  .  .  ötingcn,  make  me  nod. 

8.  9türnbcrgcr  Jpompelmann,  a  manikin  made  in  Nürnberg. 
Nürnberg  has  been  long  famous  for  Its  manufacture  of  toys. 

14.  SScrbinbung,  union,  i.e.  between  the  houses  of  the  Guelfs 
(Brunswick)  and  the  Witteisbachs  (Bavaria).     Cf.  p.  60,  1.  16. 

15.  3IC(^tung  .  .  .  Sbnjcn.  Henry,  called  the  Lion,  Duke  of 
Saxony  and  Bavaria,  was  placed  under  the  ban  (Slec^tUltg)  in 
1180,  and  his  dominions  were  divided. 

71. — 16.    \xm\on\i,for  nothing. 

18.  i^ncn,  i.e.  9)H(Iionen. 

27,  28.  '^^x  .  .  .  fe^tt,  you  do  not  come  up  to  your  own  expecta- 
tions. 

72. — 9.    tjon  fcrbft,  of  her  own  accord. 

9.  öcrrürft,  beside  myself  {vi'iih  irritation). 

15.    (!^xau\ii5'n6!)'^  Do  you  shudder?     ©g  is  understood. 
20.   ^erjog  SubtOtg.    Louis  V  married,  in  1342,  Margaret,  heir- 
€SS  of  the  Tyrol. 

2S.   W(iVLit(lW,"Big  Mugr 

73.  —  2.  xxoin  .  .  .  biQig,  tunce  as  cheap  (because  of  the  large 
salt-mines  in  the  country  she  brought  him). 

19.  auffi^cn,  mount. 
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74.  —  I,  2.  ftloftei  .  .  .  ^inauöloufen,  amount  to  nothing  but  a 
lilt. 

3.  öiüigcn, /a/r, 

4.  Grbfcnf(^otc,  pea-i>oä. 

SCENE  II 

13.  !I!antfa^^e.  A  magic  cloak,  supposed  to  make  the  wearer 
invisible. 

13.  ^rieftet,  to  whom  he  had  promised  to  keep  the  marriage 
secret. 

SCENE  12 
75. — 12.   tRüftfammcr,  örworj». 

76.  —  I,  2.    äufammcn   .  .  .  fic,  pound  them  all  into  a  jelly. 

4.  im  ftiöcn,  silently. 

5.  x\\i)tä  a^htlommi,  gets  noblows. 

SCENE  13 
13.    biä  auf,  except. 

17.  geringen,  humble. 

77.-22.    9Jur  fort!  proceedl 

27.  SGStttel^bai^.  .'\.s  a  member  of  the  ruling  house,  Albrecht 
demands  precedence. 

78.  —  2.    aufgefc^aut.     Pastparticiple  usedasstrong  imperative. 
3.    'BiCLX  ftctftcn,  eure  the  cataract. 

8.  öcrfommcn  for  l)ergefomTnen. 

9.  f(^)nä(^te,  seduced. 

II.  ^ri|Jpenreiter.  .fi'rippe,  twa«^er.  Lit.  A  horseman  who  feeds 
his  horse  at  other  people's  mangers.     Translate:  Tramp-knights. 

18.  Se^ttJtegcr,  daughter-in-law. 
18.    öcrungltmpft,  slandered. 

79.-9.  *a^/  ■J^Äy^ 

25.   Jte^t,  draws  (his  sword).     The  representative  of  Louis  of 
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Bavaria-Ingolstadt  knows  that  his  master  is  ready  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  renew  the  old  quarrel  with  Ernst. 
28.   9t6crac^t,  double-ban. 

80.  — 3.  Sürgcr  .  .  .  Saber^.  Ernst  calls  Albrecht  a  Citizen  of 
Augsburg,  as  he  has  become  the  son-in-law  (Gibam)  of  Caspar 
Bernauer. 

II.    £itio,  the  founder  of  the  house  of  Witteisbach,  died  in  1183. 

II.  fürjrcu!  Used  by  Albrecht  as  a  rallying-cry.  The  implied 
meaning  is:  Shoiv  your  loyalty  to  me,  in  the  name  of  Otto,  my 
ancestor. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACT  III 

Now  the  third  —  perhaps  the  greatest  —  of  the  three  tragic 
figures  is  revealed  to  us.  Duke  Ernst  appears,  not  in  the  midst 
of  pomp  and  splendor,  but  in  his  cabinet,  absorbed  in  plans  for 
restoring  his  country's  greatness  —  plans  in  which,  as  we  shall 
see  later,  Albrecht  is  to  play  an  important  part.  Little  touches 
betray,  on  the  one  hand,  his  endearing  human  qualities;  on  the 
other  hand,  we  are  made  aware  of  an  iron  will  which  brooks  no 
resistance.  Evidently  Albrecht  has  inherited  this  indomitable 
will  from  his  father,  as  well  as  a  willingness  to  disregard  outward 
show. 

Then  follows  the  first  clash  between  these  two  powerful  indi- 
viduals,  so  closely  akin  in  temperament,  so  divergent  in  aims. 
Between  them,  Agnes,  whose  radiant  personality  appears  sub- 
dued  by  frequent  forebodings  of  death,  will  inevitably  be  crushed. 
The  act  closes  with  the  disinheritance  of  Albrecht  and  the  con- 
sequent  threat  of  civil  war. 

ACT  IV— SCENE  i 
21.    Sluffc^rift,  superscription. 

81.  —  I.    ^ajU,  besides. 
2.   itru^e,  ehest. 

6,  7.  SDlir  .  .  .  Bcflommen  =  @g  roirb  mir  faft  beflommcn  {op- 

pressed)  JU  ÜJZute. 
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SCENE  2 

13.  lä\tt  .  .  .  bcbcutcn,  ivill  not  listen  to  reason. 

14.  gcntcittetl  .  .  .  bürfcn.  Because,  since  the  disaffection  of 
Albrecht,  there  is  danger  of  their  siding  against  Duke  Ernst. 

19,  20.    Warb   .   .   .  Oerfct)Cn,  received  extreme  unction. 

20,  21.    pcipt   .   .   .  auf,  is  on  the  alert,  you  may  be  sure  (fc^on). 
25.    Sc^ranne.     A  South  German  term  for  a  Square,  a  place  at 

which  things  were  sold,  also  for  the  bench  or  table  on  which,  in 
the  marketplace,  meat  and  bread  were  sold.  Translate:  in  the 
marketplace. 

82.  —  6.  7.  ^tutt  .  .  tot,  alive  to-day  and  dead  to-morrozL' (Si  pro- 
verbial  expression). 

14.  Sc^ettet^aufen,  pyre.  Translate:  stake,  i.e.  at  which  Agnes 
ought  to  be  burnt  alive  as  a  witch. 

15.  9iun   .   .   .  ^tX?^o%,ncrdj  the  Duke  is  going  tobe  the  next  victim. 
25.  JRct^tlit^er,  legal. 

25.   Qx'l>uua^tn,  Statutes. 

83. —  I.    lauteren,  pure,  i.e.  authentic. 
2.    i^ernauer.     Both  forms  of  the  name  occur  in  the  chronicies. 
4.  unrechtmäßiger,  unlawful. 

4.  5.    \\&i   .   .   .  ließe,  could  be  proved. 

5.  Singe^ung   .   .   .  folcöen,  contraction  of  such   (a  marriage). 

6.  gar    tUOf)l,    e'jen.     The    phraseoiogy    of    the    document    is 
characterized  by  a  certain  quaint  stiffness. 

S.    fcfet  ab,  makes  a  pause. 

11.  fita^jpcrbüt^fe,  rattle. 

12.  nadfifoU^,  come  and/etch. 

19.  ^''fttttifln^.  Justinian  was  a  Byzantine  Emperor  (527-565 
A.D.)  who  codiöed  Roman  Law.  Just  about  the  time  of  this  play 
Roman  Law  began,  in  the  wake  of  the  Revival  of  Learning,  to 
be  very  influential  in  Germany. 

22.  abgefaßt,  drawn  up. 

25.    britt^alb,  tii'o  and  a  half  (i.e.  lit.  one-half  of  the  third). 

84.  —  2.   f  t^nöber,  vile. 
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SCENE  4 

19.  anQeQri^en, /atigued. 

85.  —  4.    id^   .  .  .  9tcbc,  77/  discuss  it  with  you. 

5,  6.  (Butad)ten  .  .  .  föQtctt,  r endered  their  professional  judg- 
ment  and  pronounced  the  verdict. 

7.  ©djWabcnfptcgct.  A  collection  of  laws  made  in  the  i3th 
Century,  which  became  the  great  lawbook  of  South  Germany. 
It  was,  however,  not  known  under  that  name  until  the  ijth 
Century. 

12.  bcr   .  .  .  ^flnb,  i.e.  open  to  receive  bribes. 

13.  SBcnn   .   .   .  aüdf,  even  i/ü  were  true. 

16.  ©(i^Wei^pfcnntg.  A  very  expressive  word  coined  by  Hebbel, 
meaning/i?e. 

86.  — 19.    hJOÖcn   .   .   .  hct^aüptcn,  theywillßght/or  their  rights. 
23.    liebäugeln,  coquet. 

26.  6Io^  .  .  .  war.  Perhaps  since  Antigone  no  great  drama 
has  been  written  in  which  the  tragic  fate  of  the  hero  arises  so 
directly  from  moral  superiority. 

27,  28.   ftcHt'   .  .  .  on^eim,  /  placed  it  in  God's  hands. 

87. — 12.  ^crr  .  .  .  mir?  God,  why  is  so  heavy  a  task  laid 
npon  me?  (i.e.  to  make  the  man  whom  he  hates  as  his  bitterest 
enemy  his  heir). 

13.  ^O^cnftoufe.  Conradin,  the  last  of  the  family  of  Hohen- 
staufen  (Kings  and  Emperors  of  Germany  from  113S  to  1254) 
was  executed  like  an  ordinary  criminal  in  Naples  in  1268.  In 
this  miserable  fashion  perished,  in  consequence  of  long  wars 
between  Emperors  and  Popes,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  dynasties 
in  Europe.  Ernst  feels  that  if  Heaven  could  decree  such  a  fate 
to  such  a  house,  he  need  not  be  surprised  if  the  bitterest  cup  were 
given  to  him  to  drain. 

15.    bcfte^cn.     Translate:  occur. 

15.  foftt  =  tocr[tef)t. 

20.  fül^rc   .  .  .  bajWtfdlcn,  -woidd  interfere. 
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■23.   flrifrc  •  .  •  äU,  'djould  also  (mit)  streich  out  his  hand. 

27.  bruntcr  .  .  .  brüber,  topsy-iurvy. 

28.  SJiörftC,  market-toivns. 

88.  —  2.  ^anfo.  A  powerful  federation  of  many  commercial 
and  industrial  towns  all  over  Germany  which  reached  the  zenith 
of  its  might  and  splendor  about  this  time.  It  was  recognized  as  a 
force  by  all  Europe,  often  carrying  on  wars  with  foreign  princes. 
Especially  important  in  this  confederacy  were  Lübeck,  Danzig, 
Hamburg,  and  even  inland  towns  like  Cologne. 

9,  IG.  f(^Ic(^tcr  ^ISropljCt.  Preising  had  evidently  prophesied 
that  Albrecht  would  soon  grow  tired  of  Agnes,  but  Ernst  knew  his 
son  better. 

II.   SJlan  .  .  .  auä,  "u-'e  might  spread  the  news. 

15.  Sttftamcnt,  i.e.  of  marriage,  which  in  a  Catholic  country 
is  indissoluble. 

21,  22.  griebric^  .  .  .  fctbft.    In  1153. 

22.  Subtoig  .  .  .  So^n.  A  mistake  on  Hebbel's  part.  Em- 
peror  Louis  the  Bavarian  decreed  the  divorce  of  ^Margaret  of  the 
Tyrol  (1342)  so  that  she  might  marry  his  son.    Cf.  p.  72, 1.  20,  note. 

89. — I.  fott  .  .  .  tocrbcn,  Ihere,  as  it  were  (id)  möchte  fagen),  he 
is  lo  have  his  honor  restored  to  hini  (after  his  disgrace  at  Regens- 
burg).    Cf.  III,  13. 

5.  ^a^ne  .  .  .  ft^tocnfcn.  The  waving  of  a  flag  over  a  dis- 
honored  person  was  a  symbol  of  restoring  him  to  respectability. 
5,6.  ba^  .  .  .  Öraudicn.  Note  the  grim  humor  in  this  remark. 
9.  fSoijbüTQ  .  .  .  Straubing.  As  long  as  the  marriage  was 
to  be  kept  secret,  Albrecht  had  hidden  Agnes  in  the  lonely  castle 
at  Vohburg.  After  the  crash  at  Regensburg,  he  lead  her  pub- 
licly,  and  with  all  the  pageant  (®epränge)  due  to  a  duchess,  to  the 
town  of  Straubing. 

IG.  Gmcran  .  .  .  Salmbcrg.  The  eminent  Jurist  who  helped 
to  frame  her  death-warrant.      Cf.  p.  83,  1.  18. 

15,  16.   ^anb  .  .  .  legen,  kill  himself. 

18,19.   fcb'   .  .  .  baran,  /  rfiÄ  Am  (my  son). 

19.    Slbra^am   .   .   .  3f'^'^^-     ^^   '^   significant   that   as   early   as 
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1841  Hebbel  thought  of  writing  a  drama  on  the  subject  of 
Abraham's  sacrifice  of  bis  son  (cf.  SBetfe  V,  98).  That  which  fas- 
cinated  Hebbel  in  the  material  was  the  necessity  of  motiving  the 
father's  action  as  springing  from  a  sense  of  duty,  not  as  a  response 
to  a  command  from  without.  What  was  originally  merely  a  pass- 
ing thought,  became  dominant  in  the  characterization  of  Ernst. 

SCENE  5 

90. — 4.  baran  ftojjcnbcr,  adjoining. 
9,10.    5'"'""'"^"   •  •  •  Öctcn.    The  implication  is  that  the  drink 
will  make  the  old  man  happy,  and  thus  he  will  feel  repaid  for  his 
piety. 

SCENE  6 

20.   ^artttelttcrtt.     The  Carmelite  Convent  in  Straubing. 

91.  —  IG.  fürmUc^C  (Sntfagung, /orwa/  remmciation  (i.e.  of  his 
rights  to  the  throne). 

12.  ®ttC^,  trick.     A  term  used  in  card-playing. 

16.  StgtttUttb.     Emperor  then  ruling  in  Germany  (1411-1437). 

18.  'iSit\^^>Ofi%t,\'\t.  Steward  of  the  Empire.     Translate:  £w/>eror. 

27.  ftofjcn  on,  clink  glasses. 

SCENE  7 

92.  —  2.  9(ntpct,  hanging-lamp  (for  her  mausoleum).  The  his- 
torical  fact  that  Agnes  ordered  her  mausoleum  soon  after  her 
marriage,  Hebbel  uses  to  good  eflfect  to  emphasize  the  foreboding 
of  death  which  has  haunted  her  from  the  first.  By  this  means  he 
foreshadows  her  doom,  in  accordance  with  his  theory  that  the 
dramatist  should  prepare  his  public  and  thus  prevent  any  sensa- 
tional  surprise.  „(So  tft  in  (Sacftcii  ber  Äunft  toon  ber  größten  9[Bid^tig= 
fett,  bafe  ben  3)titgen  am  rechten  Ort  i^re  ©cfiattcu  boraufgel^cn,  bamit 
bic  orbinäre  Ucbcrrafd)ung  ba^  ()ö^erc  3ntcrcffc  nid^t  beeinträchtige." 
(SBerfe  XI,  pp.  2.^7f.) 

14.    tDÜnfc^te,  should  wish  (i.e.  in  case  of  death). 
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93. — 3.    in  .  .  .  2trt,  in  my  blood. 
26.  fie^  ou^na^m  =  auetfa^. 
28.  £cbe^o(^  =  §urra! 

94.  —  I,  2.  ft(^  .  .  .  äufammcnrottcten,  crowded. 

13.    QCtft'ä    .   .   .  ^cr,  things  are  different. 

26.    gefe^en.     Note   how  simple  she   has   remained   in   all   her     (// 
grandeur,  and  how  profoundly  attached  to  the  associations  of  her 
childhood. 

28.   um   .  .  .  geiirac^t,  deprived  you  of. 

95.  —  7 .  aJiummenf (^onj,  camival. 

26.  3f^f  öerfte^t'^,  you  understand  how  to  do  it  (i.e.  to  kill  your 
enemies).     He  means,  according  to  populär  rumor. 

96.  —  6.  Sonn  .  .  .  jurürf.  Supply  treten  (i.e.  from  his  atti- 
tude  towards  Albrecht). 

9.    ftU^    .  .   .  ttJÜrbc,  the  tourney  should  take  place. 

17,  18.   cä   .  .  .  5eigen,  time  will  show. 

18,  19.   lebtcr  SSunf (^  =  größter  SSuitfc^  (i.e.  for  a  child). 

19,  nil^t  cfjer,  i.e.  before  a  reconciliation  has  taken  place. 
23.    erft  bann,  i.e.  when  they  have  a  son. 

23.    Scflcn,  i.e.  on  their  marriage. 

97. —  I.  Jpagcftolj,  old  bachelor.  A  populär  corruption  of  the 
older  form  ^ageftalt,  possessor  of  a  .^ag,  i.e.  a  small  piece  of  land, 
as  contrasted  with  $of,  the  estate  which  the  eider  son  inherited. 
From  poverty  the  ,g)age[talt  often  remained  unmarried. 

SCEXE  9 

IG.    G^gljptcr,  gypsies. 

14,  15.  gcrabe  jcftt.  It  appears  in  the  next  scene  that  Törring 
must  have  asked  Albrecht  to  allow  him  to  remain  behind  to  pro- 
tect  Agnes,  in  consequence  of  the  news  of  Adolfs  death.  In  scene 
6,  Törring's  words  show  that  he  foresees  grave  danger  for  Agnes 
in  case  of  the  child's  death.     Cf.  p.  91,  11.  3ff. 

15.  gcfjt'^.     'ä  is  a  generalizing  neuter.     Translate:   They  go. 
25.    ^o(t  a\X^,  take  long  sirides. 
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98.  —  3.   SBo^  .   .  .  noäi,  what  is  the  good  of  anything  now? 

II.  dUdjtCt  =  Emeran  Nusperger,  the  judge  of  Straubing  who 
helped  to  sign  her  death-warrant  (cf.  p.  83,  1.  18).  The  mention 
of  this  name  by  the  unsuspecting  Agnes  is  a  telling  touch. 

1 1 .  gefpüttelt   .   .   .  foü,  is  Said  to  have  sneered. 

12.  ba   .    .   .  Unglürf,  i.e.  so  they  will  say. 

16,  17.  C^  .  .  .  aljnt.  Evidently  Agnes  had  not  told  Albrecht 
of  Emeran  Nusperger's  sneers. 

SCENE  IG 

99.  —  5,  6.  toenn  .  .  .  fei,  if  people  have  at  last  forgiven  and 
forgotten  who  your father  is. 

II.    fc^rt   .   .   .  i^n,  don't  be  troubled  ahout  htm. 

100.  —  2.    Dfcn.     Hearth  for  alchemistic  experiments. 

6,  7.  ^Cjcnmctftct  .  .  .  ttitö,  become  notorious  as  a  sorcerer. 
This  evil  reputation  of  her  father  would,  of  course,  encourage 
the  belief  in  the  daughter's  magic  arts. 

II.    \tz\)t   .   .   .  gut,  is  doing  well. 

II.    gern,  easily. 

101.  —  3.    eine  ©tunbC,  an  honr's  walk. 
15.    fagtc   .   .   .  an,  announced. 

15.    ticrfappt,  mußed. 

24.  man  ftürmt,  they  are  storming  the  Castle. 

25.  an  zma.n'btx,  fighting. 

SCENE  II 

102. — 'S.    fo  .  ,  .  50iörbcr.     Since  they  come  openlyas  enemies, 
they  can  be  no  murderers,  but  the  soldiers  of  Duke  Ernst. 
8,9.    hJOiÖ   .  .  .  i(^,  xt'Ao  aw /,  i.e.  to  refuse  to  face  him. 

SCENE  12 

103.  —  I.  er  .  .  .  .^niee,  he  draws  back  to  strike,  but  his  knees 
give  way  under  him. 
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11.  $0(^mut,  presumption,  i.e.  because  only  knights  can  draw 
the  sword. 

104.  —  6,  7.   ftc'ä   .  .  .  an%ttan,  be-ii-itched  you.     @u(^  is  dative. 
8.    i^r   .   .   .  ^atlt,  you  are  done/or. 

12.  ©d^crgcnbienft,  sheriff's  service. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACT  IV 

After  the  minute  characterization  and  motivation  of  the  first 
three  acts,  the  fourth  rushes  with  one  leap  to  the  catastrophe. 

It  appears  from  the  first  scenes  that  immediately  after  the 
quarrel  at  Regensburg,  Ernst,  realizing  the  feebleness  of  the  young 
heir  and  the  consequent  danger  of  civil  war,  had  convened  the 
leading  Jurors  of  Germany  to  give  their  unbiased  opinion  on 
the  case.  Their  judgment  had  decreed  death  to  Agnes  for  the 
marriage  which  had  brought  discord  into  the  land.  This  docu- 
ment  Ernst  had  left  unsigned  as  long  as  the  boy  lived.  To-day, 
at  the  child's  death,  he  signs  the  death-warrant.  We  feel  that 
Ernst's  action  is  prompted  exclusively  bj*  his  desire  to  protect 
his  people  from  war,  and  not  by  Irritation  at  his  son  for  crossing 
his  father's  ambitious  plans,  or  even  by  aristocratic  prejudice 
against  .\gnes.  No  one  is  more  convinced  than  he  of  her  moral 
purity,  or  more  moved  by  her  undeserved  fate. 

Just  before  the  catastrophe  falls  upon  Agnes,  we  get  a  glimpse 
of  her  happy  married  life.  Agnes  has  in  every  way  justified 
Aibrecht's  confidence  in  her.  She  has  developed  in  dignity  but 
has  remained  simple  and  harmonious. 

Preising's  last  words,  as  Agnes  is  being  led  off  to  prison,  show 
that  her  fate  will  depend  on  her  own  decision. 

ACT  V— SCEXE  I 

105.  — 18.  SBarcn?  A  subjunctive  of  indirect  discourse.  Sup- 
ply:    Does  he  mean  to  say  ? 

SCEXE  2 

106.  —  7.    0^U(^  fügt,  suhmit. 
12.    erlout^tcr,  illustrious. 
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107.  —  3.  3^r  •  •  •  Cftittrmtct.  An  older  expression  for:  ^c^ 
mid)  liuer  erbarmte. 

16.  Cpfer,  viclim. 

17.  ü&cr!)aupt  noc^,  at  all. 

18.  Sebtngung  ftellte.  Lit.  7  furnish  you  a  condition,  i.e. 
under  which  you  may  escape.  Translate:  I  give  you  a  chancefor 
your  l'ife. 

108.  —  25,27.  noc^  .  .  .  fann.  .Subject  is  eg  understood.  Trans- 
late:   There  can  he   .   .   .  question  of  .  .   . 

109.  —  I.    ticr^ältgt,  decreed. 

4.  auffjiclt,  delayed. 

5.  (fbclftctn.  This  simile,  in  which  Hebbel  concentrates  the 
entire  Agnes-problem,  illustrates  one  of  his  favorite  principles, 
succinctly  put  by  himself  in  the  words:  „SSirf  toeg,  bamtt  bu  nic^t 
Ocrtierft."  On  this  is  built  an  entire  story  (2)er  9Jubin),  and  a 
comedy  of  the  same  name. 

21.   ocrbürge  mid^,  vouchfor. 

110.  —  I .   angeftammte  3!Jiojcftöt,  inherited  rulership. 
II.    il)n   =  .\lbrecht. 

23-    gC3*üUngen,  under  complusion. 

111.  —  9,  IG.    ÖJclübbe  getan,  i.e.  taken  the  veil. 
II,  12.    al^   .   .   .  liefe,  i.e.  from  blushing. 

13.  er.     Note  that  er  with  Agnes  generally  means  Albrecht. 

14.  auc^  nocft,  again. 
16.    foü,  is  told  to. 

16,  17.  bo^  .  .  .  f|at,  i.e.  she  turned  away,  dazzied  by  her  un- 
deserved  bliss. 

17.  bcit,  such  a  per  so  n. 

SCENE  3 

112.  —  I,  2.  ÖJrunb  angcöcn.  Referring  to  his  sneer  at  her. 
See  p.  98,  11.  II  and  i6f.  and  notes. 

14.    5rift/  respite. 
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21.  gebeichtet  ffabt,  con/essed.  In  Catholic  countries  it  is  re- 
garded  as  a  terrible  misfortune  to  be  overtaken  by  death  before 
having  received  absolution  for  one's  sins. 

24.  ^ebe  .  .  .  Scrfuc^cr,  get  thee  kence,  Satan!  Misquoted 
from  Matth.  4:10:  öebe  bic^  roeg  Don  mir,  Satan. 

113. —  I.  fann  .  .  .  roctircn,  /  can  no  longer  prevent  .  .  .  front 
touching  me. 

SCEXE  4 

114.  —  4.   Benebelt,  tipsy. 

5.    SJcrftonb   .   .  .  an^utvintcn,  acquire  a  clear  keadby  drinking. 

SCEXE  5 
II.  äu  =  gefc^loffen. 

13.  SBenn'^  .  .  .  ift,  if  my  plan  (i.e.  for  Agnes's  execution) 
succeeded. 

13.   jeben,  any. 

15.  fretile  nic^t,  lit.  do  not  commit  an  outrage  (i.e.  by  showing 
impatience  at  such  a  time). 

16.  (©(ffOtten,  shade  (i.e.  spirit). 

SCEXE  6 

115.  —  2.    Stofl,  attack. 

2.  ttJenn':»  .  .  .  Qibt,  if  there  is  a  battle  {i.e.  hetv>een  Alhrecht's 
and  Ernst's  troops). 

5,  6.  ^at  .  .  .  angejetgt.  According  to  populär  superstition 
the  victim  is  supposed  to  appear  at  the  hour  of  death  to  the 
one  responsible  for  the  murder. 

3.  bo  =  bann. 

9.    porigen  entlaffctt,  sei  free  one  of  his  serfs.     Only  freemen 
were  allowed  to  do  hangmen's  office.     In  case  no  freeman  was 
available,  it  was  customary  to  free  a  serf  for  the  purpose. 
13.  ibrft^winbcltc.    Supply  eä. 

21.    ^anbclt   .    .    .   'Üjn,  he  is  the  next  Problem. 
28f.   febtc  .  .  .  ein,  staked. 
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116. — 2.  2oö  .  .  .  glctc!^,  i.e.  perhaps  Albrecht,  too,  is  dead 
(by  suicide). 

II.  jiocintal  angeftrid^ett,  lit.  gave  two  coats  of  paint  to  (i.e.  a 
grimly  humorous  fashion  of  saying  made  doubly  beautiful) . 

13,  14.    \\6)   .   .   .  l^abctl,  have  taken  each  its  share. 

13.    SlcnbttJCrf   .   .   .  Tlähäien,  dazzling  bü  0/ girlhood. 

17.   Icötcn  ;^ingc  =  ben  lob. 

26.  9(b(ei:.  The  eagle  is  the  insignia  of  the  Emperor's  power. 
Evidently,  Ernst  has  appealed  to  the  Emperor. 

117. —  I.  ülierrafc^t.  Ernst  is  preparing  Preising  for  the  start- 
ling  plan  which  he  carries  out  later.     Cf.  p.  129,  11.  i2ff. 

SCENE  7 

6.  Söhnte,  lit.  Bohemian,  i.e.  the  Hussite.  In  consequence 
of  the  execution  of  the  Bohemian  Reformer  Huss,  the  great  fore- 
runner  of  Luther,  who  was  burnt  at  the  stake  in  1415,  religious 
wars  arose,  in  the  course  of  which  the  Hussites  offen  invaded 
neighboring  territory,  such  as  Bavaria. 

SCENE  8 
19.    ^ap^cn^eim,  who  took  Agnes  prisoner. 

118.  —  2.  @ifcn  =  Sc^iBcrt. 

5.  fte(!^e  .  .  .  \o^,  strike  ahead. 

6.  boc^  ttJOljt,  at  hast. 

8.    9(Ögeton,   i.e.  he  has  killed  Pappenheim. 

27,  28.    an  .  .  .  noi),  he  is  still  lacking  (i.e.  in  my  list  of  killed). 

119.  — 10.  ^cr  im  SBart  =  the  Duke  of  Bavaria-Ingolstadt, 
who  joined  Albrecht  in  order  to  weaken  Ernst's  power. 

13.  2)a^  .  .  .  fängt.  A  very  emphatic  imperative:  Let  him 
be  sure  only  to  .  .  . 

19.  gcpatft.  The  use  of  this  word  implies  harshness  and  lack 
of  respect  in  their  treatment  of  the  Duke. 

22.  rannten  .  .  .  ^aa^cn,  swept  over  him. 
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23.  Jponä  öon  Sauficifinf  (cf.  p.  79.  1.  23)  was  the  vassal  of 
Duke  Louis  of  Bavaria-Ingolstadt  and  not  of  Albrecht.  This 
harsh  treatment  of  his  father  by  one  of  bis  allies  must  make 
Albrecht  realize  what  this  civil  war  may  carry  in  its  wake. 

120.  —  3.  Urfc^bc.  A  promise  on  oath  to  refrain  from  ven- 
geance. 

SCEXE  9 

II.   SJöing.     Cf.  p.  32,  11.  231!. 

19.  SlJarfrfiall   =  Pappenheim.      Cf.  p.  117,  1.  19  and  note. 

20.  bcr  XrittC  =  Emeran  Nusperger,  who  e.xecuted  judgment 
upon  Agnes. 

25.    Ott    .   .   .  polten,  hold   .   .   .  responsible. 

121.  —  6.    fo,  i.e.  by  allowing  you  to  be  made  captive. 

25.  aöjulöfcn,  to  take  the  place  of.  .\  military  term  for  to 
relieve  guard. 

122.  —  3.    bcfrcujcn,  i.e.  as  before  the  Evil  One. 
5.    C^,  i.e.  this  horrible  experience. 

18.  fcicnt,  to  cease  work. 

25.  06  =  lücnn. 

27.  ba^ttt   .   .   .  bringen,  you  can  bring  things  to  such  a  pass, 

28.  tjcrmalcbrit  =  tjerfluc^t. 

123.  —  5.    ftält  innc,  pauses. 

7.  ©ürgengef.      Biblical  term:  Destroying  Angel. 

8.  ^o(gt.     Note  the  plural.     He  is  addressing  .\lbrecht  and 
his  followers. 

II.    OUt^  auf  Grben,  (another)  on  earth.  i.e.  the  Emperor. 
II,  12.    mit    .    .    .  gcl)cn,  call  you  to  judgment. 

SCENE  10 

18.    3(djt  unb  SPann,  outlawry  and  excommunication. 
23.    bic  ®(^ranfc,  the  bar  (of  the  court). 
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124.  — 14.    S3öt|Ctm,  older  form  of  Sö^mcn,  Bohemia. 

15.  SÖiä^ren,  Moravia. 

16.  ©(^irmoogt,  protector, 
18.  aübercitö  =  bereite. 

125.  —  4.    angcfttf)tä,  adverb. 

10.  Söibrigen^faUc,  in  defauU  thereof. 

11.  au^,  by  dint  of. 

13.  tiicr  Straßen,  thefour  points  of  the  compass. 

14.  ÖOgclfret,  ontlau'ed. 

16.  ^erjogsiftab,  i.e.  by  way  of  commanding  silence. 

17.  19.  je^t  .  .  .  SBaffcr.  Frauenhoven  knows  that  the  formula 
for  outlawry  will  now  be  pronounced,  i.e.  that  the  outlawed  will 
be  abandoned  to  the  beasts  of  the  forests  etc. 

21.  getjcn  .  .  .  ^\6),  step  hack. 

26.  ßcrjc  ausgelüftet,  as  a  sign  of  excommunication. 

126. — 4.  eä  brennt,  it  hurts  (i.e.  the  fact  that  he  wishes  to 
exclude  them  from  his  danger). 

12.  IRet^tS,  law.  3?c(f)t  means  also  justice  or  right.  It  was  well 
chosen  by  Hebbel  instead  of  @efe^,  because  of  this  implied 
meaning. 

14.    praßt  ab,  rehounds. 

18.  barauf  ftc^t,  is  the  penaltyfor. 

20.   ft^tc^t  .  .  .  t)Crab,  dart  down  upon  me. 

23.  9lt(i)tcr,  i.e.  God. 

27.  fc^on,  siirely. 

127.  —  3.    gcl^   .  .  .  biäf,  take  Council  u'ith  yourself. 
4,5.    bir   .  .  .  ertvoben,  draw  death  upon  yourselfby  obsdnacy. 

5.  ^tntcrrürf^,  surre ptitiously. 
7.  gut  mad^cn,  mend. 

9.  einft.  i.e.  at  the  Day  of  Judgment. 

12.  xa.\ti,  raged  like  a  madman. 

24.  Silb,   Symbol.     Translate:  symbolic  of  your  position. 
26.  lebte  JRctter,  humblest  cavalryman. 

128. —  3.    ^nht.rascal. 

6.  Söcbürftigfcit,  Hmitation. 


I 
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8,  II.  6^cru6  .  .  .  richten,  i.e.  we  have  no  divine  authority 
whose  judgment  of  what  is  right  or  wrong  is  absolute.  Note  that 
Ernst  here  gives  expression  to  the  key-note  of  the  drama.  He 
insists  that  though  the  Convention  against  which  Albrecht  sinned 
is  not  an  absolute,  divine  law,  it  is  a  necessary  and  potent  force. 
This  conception  of  social  Convention  as  a  beneficent  check  upon 
brilliant  but  immature  Innovators,  is  the  pivot  of  another  of 
Hebbel's  dramas,  ®^geÄ  unb  fein  Jiinfl.  Here,  King  Kandaules. 
the  hero,  expresses  the  idea  very  ciearly  in  his  dying  speech 
(V,  II,  18075.). 

9}?an  [oll  nicfit  immer  fragen: 
SSaö  ift  ein  Xing?     3"rD"len  Qui:  nai  gilfö? 
^ä)  meiß  geroiB,  bie  ^dt  roirb  einmal  fommen, 
2Bo  alleö  benft,  mie  id);  wai  ftedt  benn  auc^ 
3n  Schleiern,  .Rronen  ober  roft'gen  Sc^tnertern, 
Xa^  eroig  roäre?    Xod)  bie  mübe  ÜSelt 
3ft  über  biefen  Xingen  eingefdilafen, 
2;te  fie  in  il)rem  (cl3ten  .Rampf  errang, 
Unb  ^ält  fie  feft.     JBer  fie  i^r  nef)men  roitt, 
Xex  roecft  fie  auf.     X'rum  prüf  er  ftc^  Dortier, 
Cb  er  aud)  ftarf  genug  iü,  fie  yu.  binben, 
Sffienn  fie,  ijalb  roadi  gerüttelt,  um  fid)  [erlägt, 
Unb  reid)  genug,  it)r  ööljereö  ju  bieten, 
SBenn  fie  hcn  Xanh  unroiltig  fahren  lätjt. 

This  clear  enunciation  of  the  purpose  of  the  drama  in  the  fifth 
act  is  an  inherent  part  of  Hebbel's  theory  of  dramatic  structure. 
He  says:  Mii  bie  3bee  im  erften  ?(ft  al^  ^,ucfenbe«  ?irf)t,  im  5iüeiten  al« 
(Stern,  ber  mit  liebeln  fämpft,  im  britten  al^  bammember  i^Jonb,  im 
Oterten  al«  ftra^lenbe  gönne,  bie  feiner  mcijx  öerleugnen  fann,  unb  im 
fünften  aU  oerje^renber  unb  jerftörenber  Äomet  Ijeroortreten  muß." 
(Tg.  II,  No.  2S97). 

17,  18.    greife   .   .   .  Stuft,  knock  al  your  own  heart. 

19,  20.  bü^en  .  .  .  leben.  Hostile  critics  have  insisted  that 
Albrecht,  to  save  his  self-respect,  should  die.  This  is  utterly  to 
mistake  Hebbel's  idea.  Tragedy  may  indeed,  as  it  almost  in- 
variably   does   in   the  older  dramas,  consist   in   a   violent   death. 
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But  there  are  circumstances  under  which  life  is  far  more  tragic 
than  death,  as  a  more  searching  criticism  of  life  has  taught  us  to 
recognize. 

23.  SSttttJC.  By  calling  Agnes  Albrecht's  widow,  Ernst  ac- 
knowledges  her  as  his  daughter-in-la\v,  and  thus  makes  it  possible 
for  Albrecht  openly  to  come  over  to  his  father's  side. 

28.  Öcftottcn'begraben.  This  is  historical.  In  Straubing  may 
still  be  seen  the  tomb  which  he  erected  for  her. 

129.  —  2.  Jotenbicnft  fttftcn,  to foimd  a  perpetual  mass  (tobe 
read  for  her  soul). 

3.  SiotttJcnbigfcit.  Note  the  difference  in  conception  between 
this  ^lotroenbigfett  (in  this  case  social  Convention) ,  a.nd  the"An- 
angke"  {Necessity)  of  the  Greek  drama.  The  latter  was  a  divine 
decree  laid  upon  man,  coming  entirely  from  without. 

10.  äie^t,  draws  his  sword.  He  is  willing  to  yield  to  the 
Emperor  and  surrender  to  his  father,  to  avert  disaster  to  his 
country;  but  when  the  murderer  of  Agnes  wishes  to  embrace 
him,  he  recoils  in  aversion. 

12,  13.  reicht  .  .  .  ^cr^og^ftttö.  This  is  evidently  the  surprise 
which  Ernst  had  in  störe  for  Preising.      Cf.  p.  117,.  1.  i  and  note. 

18.  jjctcroficnb,  the  time  when  a  workingman  ceases  working. 
Cf.  fetern,  p.  122,  1.  18  and  note.  Ernst  means  that  he  resigns 
not  only  because  he  is  weary  of  ruling. 

25.  gcbeutft.     Old  form  for  gebteteft. 

26.  2(nbec^ö.     Cf.  p.  57,  1.  6  and  note. 

27.  ntcbcrfntcn.  Fear  of  the  Emperor  could  not  prevail  over 
Albrecht's  stubborn  nature,  but  the  Stern  sublimity  of  the  old 
Duke's  character  touches  a  kindred  chord  in  him  and  overawes 
him.  Note  the  points  in  common  between  the  development  of 
Albrecht  and  that  of  the  hero  in  Kleist's  'ißrinj  Don  .^omburg.     In 

1  both  cases,  an  ardent,  immature,  but  essentially  noble  nature  is 
ripened  and  deepened  through  a  tragic  experience. 

The  reconciliation  which  here  takes  place  is  not,  and  was  not 
meant  to  be,  complete  harmony.  That,  Hebbel  feit,  lies  outside 
the  province  of  tragedy.  Conflict  and  discord  as  a  part  of  life 
he  sought  to  portray  faithfully.     He  says  (Tg.  11,  No.  2776):  „Sd 
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ift  törigt,  oon  bcm  Xi<i)ttc  ju  tierlangen,  toa^  0ott  felbft  nic^t  barbietet, 
5öeriö{)nung  unb  äluegteidjung  ber  XilTonanjCn.  2(ber,  aUerbing?  fann 
man  fobem,  i)aii  er  bie  Xiffonanjen  felbft  gebe,  unö  nicbt  in  ber 
SJiitte  jroifc^en  bem  3ufä(Ugen  unb  bem  DJotroenbigen  ftet)en  bleibe.  2o 
barf  er  jeben  Gbarafter  ju  ©runbe  geben  laffen,  aber  er  muß  uns  ju= 
gtetc^  »eigen,  ba\i  ber  Untergang  unoermeibticb,  ta^^  er,  me  ber  Xob,  mit 
ber  öeburt  felbft  gefegt  ift.  Xämmert  noc^  bie  leifefte  SJZöglic^feit  einer 
9iettung  auf,  fo  ift  ber  'ipoet  ein  'ipfuf(f)er." 

SUMMARY  OF  ACT  V 

In  the  first  half  of  the  öfth  act,  Agnes  is  conspicuously  placed 
in  the  foreground.  Upon  her  decision  hangs  the  catastrophe. 
Now,  more  than  ever,  she  justifies  Albrecht's  choice.  He  had 
staked  his  whole  existence  upon  his  faith  in  her,  and  she  knows 
that  to  save  him  from  disaster  by  pronouncing  her  marriage 
sinful,  would  strike  him  to  the  heart.  Thus  her  death,  so  far 
from  being  depressing,  has  about  it  a  greatness  which  elevates. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  act  comes  the  great  conflict  between 
father  and  son  in  which  the  latter,  in  spite  of  the  purity  and  nobil- 
ity  of  his  motives,  is  vanquished.  He  is  vanquished,  in  part  by 
compelling  outward  circumstances  —  the  threat  of  ban  and  ex- 
communication  which  would  jeopardize  the  lives  of  his  friends, 
and  paralyze  all  activity  on  his  part  —  but  far  more  by  his  father's 
Personality,  forceful,  yet  capable  of  the  greatest  self-abnegation, 
which  convinces  Albrecht  that  there  may  be  justice  on  the  other 
side.  The  messengers  of  king  and  pope  together  with  his  father's 
noble  pleading,  remind  him  that  society  is  not  in  the  least  pre- 
pared  to  accept  his  Standards.  He  has  to  yield  to  the  great  law 
—  such  is  Hebbel's  idea — that  society  grows  but  slowly  and  that 
hence  Innovators  are  apt  to  become  victims.  Yet  Hebbel  means 
to  make  us  feel  that  a  tragedy  like  that  of  Agnes  and  Albrecht 
prepares  the  soil  for  riper  views.     See  Introduction  pp.  xixff. 
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